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Budget 2026-27:
Transport & Logistics

-

Hello Friends,

As the Finance Minister of
India—Nirmala Sitharaman has
presented the budget 2026-27we are
going to cover the budget in this
edition. We will discuss what is there
for transport industry and specifically
for logistics sector.

Hope you will be able to provide you
some information on the same.

The Union Budget 202627 reinforces
the Government of India's
commitment to infrastructure-led
economic growth, positioning
transport and logistics as critical
enablers of productivity,
competitiveness, and balanced
regional development. Capital
expenditure has been increased by 9

per cent to a record ¥12.2 lakh crore,
reflecting sustained policy focus on
building modern, integrated, and
resilient infrastructure. The Budget
adopts a comprehensive approach to
transport development, emphasising
connectivity, multimodal integration,
sustainability, and digital
transformation.
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Rail infrastructure remains a central
pillar of this strategy. The Budget
announces seven new high-speed rail
corridors intended to function as
growth catalysts by significantly
reducing travel times—by an
estimated 60—70 per cent—on major
routes such as Delhi—Varanasi and
Mumbai—Pune. These corridors are
expected to enhance regional
connectivity, stimulate economic
activity along their alignments, and
reduce pressure on existing transport
networks. In parallel, redevelopment
of 1,000 railway stations under the
Amrit Bharat initiative continues,
focusing on improved passenger
amenities, better accessibility, and
integration with urban transport and
last-mile connectivity.

Freight transportation efficiency
receives sustained attention through
accelerated funding for the East—West
Dedicated Freight Corridor
connecting Dankuni and Surat. The
corridor is designed to integrate
industrial clusters across eastern and
western India, decongest existing rail
routes, and improve reliability for bulk
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and containerised cargo. Dedicated
Freight Corridors remain a key
instrument for increasing rail's freight
modal share from the current level of
around 28 per cent toward the national
target of 35-40 per cent, thereby
supporting cost efficiency and
reducing logistics bottlenecks.
Alongside physical infrastructure, the
Budget strengthens digital systems to
improve logistics coordination. The
Unified Logistics Interface Platform,
now integrating 44 systems, enables
real-time information exchange across
transport modes, ports, ministries, and
logistics stakeholders. This
integration is expected to reduce
procedural delays, improve
transparency, and enhance cargo
visibility, contributing to smoother
and more predictable supply-chain
operations.

Road transport continues to account
for nearly 70 per cent of freight
movement by value and remains an
indispensable component of the
logistics ecosystem. Recognising its
importance, the Budget allocates

£3,09,875.30 crore to the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways,
representing an increase of
approximately 7.8 per cent. These
investments support highway
expansion, development of economic
corridors, rural connectivity, and
improved last-mile access to ports,
railheads, and logistics parks.
Strengthened road infrastructure is
expected to reduce congestion,
support time-sensitive freight, and
enable efficient multimodal transfers.

contd...
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A significant policy emphasis in
Budget 2026-27 is the expansion of
inland waterways and coastal
shipping. Plans to develop 20 new
national waterways over the next five
years, along with the implementation
of a Coastal Cargo Promotion
Scheme, aim to encourage a modal
shift from road and rail to water-based
transport. Inland waterways and
coastal shipping offer cost-efficient
and energy-efficient alternatives,
particularly for bulk commodities
such as coal, cement, fertilisers, and
foodgrains, while also contributing to
reduced emissions and lower
congestion on land-based networks.

Sustainability considerations are
integrated across transport and
logistics planning. An allocation of

320,000 crore for Carbon Capture,
Utilisation, and Storage reflects a
long-term approach to managing
carbon risks associated with
infrastructure expansion and
industrial activity. The emphasis on
resilient and low-emission transport
systems aligns infrastructure
development with national climate
objectives and supports the gradual
transition toward cleaner mobility
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The emphasis on
resilient and low-emission
transport systems aligns
infrastructure
development with national
climate objectives and
supports the gradual
transition toward cleaner
mobility solutions,
including electric and
alternative-fuel-based
freight transport
solutions, including electric and

alternative-fuel-based freight
transport.

Trade facilitation and supply-chain
resilience are strengthened through
targeted initiatives. A proposed

10,000 crore scheme to establish a
domestic container manufacturing
ccosystem aims to reduce import
dependence and support growing
trade volumes. Continued upgrades to
digital customs platforms and
automated clearance processes are
expected to reduce port dwell times,
improve cargo turnaround, and lower

logistics costs for exporters and
importers.

These initiatives assume particular
significance given the scale of the
logistics sector. Valued at
approximately $242 billion in 2025,
the sector is projected to expand to
$426 billion by 2034, with growth to
around ¥13.4 trillion by FY28 at an
annual rate of 89 per cent. The sector
employs over 22 million people and
contributes about 13—14 per cent of
GDP, which remains higher than
global benchmarks of 8-9 per cent.
Reducing logistics costs as a share of
GDP continues to be a key policy
objective, supported by investments in
multimodal connectivity,
infrastructure expansion, and
digitalisation.

Technology adoption and workforce
development will play an important
role in enhancing logistics efficiency.
Increased use of Al-enabled route
optimisation, real-time cargo tracking,
clectronic sealing, and predictive
freight management is improving
operational performance. Warehouse
automation is projected to cover
nearly 80 per cent of facilities by 2030,
delivering productivity and accuracy
gains. Parallel efforts to strengthen
skills in logistics operations, transport
services, and automation
technologies, along with targeted
support for cold-chain infrastructure
for pharmaceuticals and perishables,
are also being advanced.

Overall, Union Budget 2026-27
outlines a clear and coordinated
roadmap for strengthening the
transport and logistics ecosystem.
Through record capital expenditure,
sustained investment across rail, road,
and waterways, expanded digital
integration, and a strong emphasis on
sustainability, the Budget seeks to
improve logistics efficiency, reduce
costs, and enhance economic
competitiveness, reinforcing logistics
as a key driver of long-term growth
and development.
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Outlook

India's Logistics Reset Begins
with Budget 202627

he Union Budget 2026-27
marks a significant turning
point in India's approach to
transport and logistics
development, reinforcing
infrastructure-led growth as a central
economic strategy. With capital
expenditure increased by 9% to a

record ¥12.2 lakh crore, the
government has clearly signalled its
intent to accelerate high-speed
connectivity, strengthen multimodal
transport systems, and embed
sustainability and digital integration
into the country's infrastructure
framework. Rather than isolated
investments, the Budget reflects a
coordinated push toward building an
efficient, resilient, and future-ready
logistics ecosystem.

Railways remain at the heart of this
transformation. The announcement of
seven new high-speed rail corridors,
positioned as “growth connectors,” is
expected to dramatically reduce travel
times by nearly 60—70% on key routes
such as Delhi-Varanasi and
Mumbai—Pune. These corridors are
not merely transport projects but
catalysts for regional economic
development, urban expansion, and
industrial clustering. Parallelly, the
continued redevelopment of 1,000
railway stations under the Amrit
Bharat initiative aims to modernise
passenger infrastructure and create
integrated multimodal hubs with
improved last-mile connectivity.
Freight efficiency is also a priority,
with sustained investment in Indian
Railways to improve capacity,
reliability, and competitiveness for
long-haul cargo movement.

A major logistics intervention in the
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Budget is the expedited funding for the
East—West Dedicated Freight Corridor
connecting Dankuni and Surat. This
corridor is designed to integrate
industrial hubs across eastern and
western India, decongest existing rail
routes, and significantly improve

A major logistics
intervention in the
Budget is the expedited
funding for the
East—West Dedicated
Freight Corridor
connecting Dankuni
and Surat. This
corridor is designed to
integrate industrial
hubs across eastern
and western India,
decongest existing rail
routes, and significantly
improve freight transit
times. By strengthening
connectivity for
manufacturing, FMCG,
cement, steel, and
export-oriented sectors,
the corridor is expected
to deliver meaningful
efficiency gains
across supply chains

freight transit times. By strengthening
connectivity for manufacturing,
FMCG, cement, steel, and export-
oriented sectors, the corridor is
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expected to deliver meaningful
efficiency gains across supply chains.
Supporting this physical infrastructure
is the expansion of the Unified
Logistics Interface Platform, which
now integrates 44 systems. By
enabling real-time data sharing across
ministries, ports, transport operators,
and private stakeholders, ULIP
reduces administrative friction and
enhances visibility, predictability, and
coordination across the logistics
network.

Despite increasing focus on modal
diversification, road transport
continues to dominate freight
movement, accounting for nearly 70%
of transport value. Recognising this
reality, the Budget allocates

33,09,875.30 crore to the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways,
reflecting an increase of
approximately 7.8%. These
investments support highway
expansion, economic corridors, rural
connectivity, and last-mile links to
ports, railheads, and logistics parks.
Improved road infrastructure remains
critical for easing congestion,
supporting e-commerce growth, and
ensuring seamless multimodal

contd...
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transfers, particularly for time-
sensitive and high-value cargo.

One of the most notable shifts in
Budget 202627 is the unprecedented
emphasis on inland waterways and
coastal shipping. The government
plans to develop 20 new national
waterways over the next five years,
alongside a Coastal Cargo Promotion
Scheme aimed at shifting freight from
road and rail to water-based transport.
Inland waterways offer substantial
advantages in terms of cost efficiency,
lower fuel consumption, and reduced
emissions, particularly for bulk
commodities such as coal, cement,
fertilisers, and foodgrains. Coastal
shipping, meanwhile, can play a
crucial role in decongesting land
routes and ports, supporting a more
balanced and sustainable modal mix.
Sustainability considerations are
woven throughout the Budget's
transport and logistics agenda. An

allocation 0f 20,000 crore for Carbon
Capture, Utilisation, and Storage
reflects the government's recognition
of long-term carbon risks associated
with infrastructure and industrial
expansion. The broader policy
direction emphasises resilient, low-
emission transport systems aligned
with climate commitments. Initiatives
promoting green mobility, including
future EV freight corridors and
alternative fuels, are expected to
gradually reshape freight movement,
improving energy efficiency while
reducing environmental impact.

To strengthen supply-chain resilience
and trade competitiveness, the Budget
proposes a 10,000 crore scheme to
build a domestic container
manufacturing ecosystem. This
initiative addresses vulnerabilities
exposed during global supply-chain
disruptions and supports India's
growing trade volumes. In parallel,
enhancements to digital customs
platforms and automated clearance
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processes are intended to reduce dwell
times at ports, lower inventory holding
costs, and improve turnaround times
for exporters and importers.

These infrastructure and policy
measures are particularly significant
given the scale and importance of
India's logistics sector. Valued at
approximately $242 billion in 2025,
the market is projected to expand to
$426 billion by 2034, with growth to

around ¥13.4 trillion by FY28 at an
annual rate of 8-9%. The sector
employs over 22 million people and
contributes nearly 13-14% of GDP,
well above global benchmarks of
8-9%. High logistics costs, driven by
modal imbalances, infrastructure
gaps, and operational inefficiencies,
remain a persistent challenge, with rail
freight's modal share still around 28%
against a national target of 35-40%.
Budget 2026-27 directly addresses
these structural issues through
sustained capital investment,
multimodal integration, and digital
reforms.

Looking ahead, technology and skills
development will play a decisive role
in translating infrastructure spending
into productivity gains. Al-driven
route optimisation, real-time cargo
tracking, electronic sealing, and
predictive freight management are
increasingly central to logistics

operations. Warchouse automation is
expected to cover nearly 80% of
facilities by 2030, delivering
efficiency and cost advantages. At the
same time, workforce
upskilling—covering drivers,
automation technicians, and logistics
professionals—will be essential to
support more complex and
technology-intensive supply chains.
Cold-chain expansion, particularly for
pharmaceuticals and perishables, is
also gaining renewed policy attention
through targeted fiscal support.
Overall, Union Budget 2026-27 does
more than allocate record capital
outlay; it sets a clear strategic direction
for India's transport and logistics
future. With infrastructure
expenditure of ¥12.2 lakh crore, a
strong push for rail freight corridors,
inland waterways, multimodal
connectivity, digital integration, and
sustainability, the groundwork is being
laid to structurally reduce logistics
costs toward global benchmarks while
improving speed, reliability, and
environmental performance. As
India's logistics market moves toward
the $400+ billion mark over the next
decade, the Budget positions logistics
not merely as a support function, but as
a core enabler of economic
competitiveness, industrial growth,
and long-term sustainability.
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The Electric Turn in India's
Transport Strategy

ndia's growth challenge has
shifted from building
infrastructure to making
systems function efficiently
and in coordination. Public policy
today must anticipate binding
constraints before they harden into
structural limits. The Union Budget
2026-27, framed around the principle
of kartavya, reflects this transition. It
places urbanisation, infrastructure
resilience, and mobility at the centre of
India's pathway to Viksit Bharat by
2047, signalling a move away from
adoption-led expansion towards
ecosystem-building—focused on
reducing import dependence,
strengthening domestic
manufacturing, and securing supply
chains. This shift is most visible in the
transport sector, which emerges as a
core pillar of India's Atmanirbharta
strategy.
Transport is positioned not merely as a
site of capacity creation but as a
system-level instrument for managing
urbanisation and sustaining long-term
growth. It remains a priority within
public capital expenditure, with
continued investments across urban
mobility, railways, freight corridors,
ports, and inland waterways. Since the
pandemic, public capex has served as
a counter-cyclical growth lever, rising

from ¥2 lakh crore in 2014-15 to over

%12 lakh crore in FY 2026-27. What
distinguishes the current approach is
its intent: transport infrastructure is
framed as a means to improve
efficiency, enable regional
agglomeration, and reduce strategic
and logistical vulnerabilities, rather
than as an end in itself.

This system-wide framing is
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especially evident in the budget's
treatment of electric mobility. India's
first phase of EV policy demonstrated
that demand-side incentives can be
effective. Evidence from the Faster
Adoption and Manufacturing of
Electric Vehicles scheme shows that
subsidies helped overcome early cost
barriers and catalyse market
formation. However, as adoption

This system-wide
framing is especially
evident in the budget's

treatment of electric
mobility. India’s first
phase of EV policy
demonstrated that
demand-side incentives
can be effective.
Evidence from the
Faster Adoption and
Manufacturing of
Electric Vehicles scheme
shows that subsidies
helped overcome early
cost barriers and
catalyse market
formation

scales, constraints shift upstream—to
manufacturing capacity, supply-chain
resilience, financing risks, and
infrastructure readiness. Recognising
these limits, the budget does not
recalibrate demand incentives.
Instead, it pivots towards
strengthening the underlying
ecosystem through manufacturing
depth, procurement-led deployment,

12

and upstream enablers.
Electric buses occupy a central role in

Abhishek Gupta

General Secretary, AITWA

this transition. Their importance in
urban mass transit, high utilisation
rates, and reliance on long-term public
procurement contracts make them
well-suited as an entry point for
electrification at scale. The
announcement of 4,000 electric buses
for the Purvodaya region reinforces
public procurement as a backbone
demand creator. Given their capital-
intensive nature, medium-term
contracts provide manufacturers with
assured offtake and predictable
revenue streams, significantly
reducing demand risk and supporting
domestic capacity expansion.

As electric mobility expands,
upstream dependencies—particularly
in batteries and energy
infrastructure—become more
binding. The budget responds by
extending basic customs duty
exemptions to capital goods used in
manufacturing lithium-ion cells for
battery energy storage systems.
Battery storage is essential not only for
transport electrification but also for
grid stability and renewable energy
integration. Supporting domestic

contd...




Your Predictive Al Partner INTANGLES®
for Advanced Fleet Management A DIGITAL TWIN COMPANY

Keep your fleet on the road, not in the shop

All-in-One Platform

o

1.
Vehicle Health & Fuel & DEF Driver Behavior ’[’\ Video Automated

Insights & Monitoring - & Analysis Telematics Reports

==
==

5 il

- '

[ %]

1
3 —

75% 20%-30%

~ Increasein _ Improvementin -

Reductionin Improvement in
Powertrain Breakdowns Driving Behavior Fleet Upfl[ne 1 Fuel Eff‘iciency _.i 3L .'f; "
» Prevent breakdowns before they occur with Intangles, harnessing ourall-in-one Partner with
predictive Al platform for smarter fleet management. Intangles today!

« QOurvideo-based monitoring system enhances safety through features like driver
drowsiness detection, real-time identification, and distraction monitoring.

« Qur fuel and DEF monitoring optimizes usage, prevents theft, and promotes
environmental compliance, ensuring significant cost savings.

e +91-73855-50898 @ connect@intangles.com @ www.intangles.ai




battery manufacturing strengthens the
electrification ecosystem while
reducing import dependence. It also
creates scope for lifecycle
optimisation, allowing batteries from
ageing clectric vehicles to be
repurposed for stationary storage
applications, improving asset
utilisation and lowering system costs
over time.

The most consequential supply-side
intervention, however, lies in the
treatment of critical minerals. Electric
motors rely on rare earth permanent
magnets, yet India imported nearly
54,000 tonnes in FY 2024-25, with
over 90% sourced from China. This
concentration exposes manufacturers
to price volatility, supply disruptions,
and geopolitical risk. The budget
addresses this vulnerability through
coordinated measures, building on the

37,280 crore rare earth permanent
magnet manufacturing scheme
announced in November 2025.
Incentives for prospecting critical
minerals, the creation of dedicated
rare earth corridors, and the removal
of customs duty on monazite aim to
integrate mining, processing,
research, and manufacturing, shifting
India from raw material extraction to
value addition.

At the same time, the budget implicitly
recognises the time lag involved in
building a domestic rare earth value
chain. Prospecting, environmental
clearances, processing capacity, and
commercial-scale production will take
years to materialise, while electric
vehicle manufacturing operates on
much shorter cycles. In the interim,
reducing dependence will require
diversified sourcing beyond China,
along with accelerated efforts to
develop alternative technologies and
magnet-light motor designs.

Electrification is embedded within a
broader strategy to improve transport
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efficiency across modes. Structural
shifts in freight and passenger

Electrification is
embedded within a
broader strategy to
improve transport

efficiency across modes.
Structural shifts in
freight and passenger
movement are supported
through sustained
investments in
multimodal logistics,
including dedicated
freight corridors, the
operationalisation of
National Waterway-5 in
Odisha to connect
mineral-rich regions to
ports, and a coastal
cargo promotion scheme

movement are supported through
sustained investments in multimodal
logistics, including dedicated freight
corridors, the operationalisation of

National Waterway-5 in Odisha to
connect mineral-rich regions to ports,
and a coastal cargo promotion scheme.
Complementary measures—such as
rationalising mineral taxation and
promoting biogas-blended
CNG—help reduce logistics costs and
emissions. Together, these
interventions ease congestion, lower
energy intensity, and strengthen the
overall transport backbone.

Taken together, the approach reflects a
transport-led growth strategy focused
on managing transition rather than
maximising short-term adoption.
Electric buses, battery manufacturing,
rare earth corridors, and multimodal
logistics form an integrated effort to
align urbanisation, industrial policy,
energy security, and transport reform.,
The budget recognises that India's
binding constraints have
evolved—from infrastructure deficits
to challenges of efficiency, system
integration, and supply-chain security.
If the government's kartavya is to
frame the ecosystem, the industry's
responsibility lies in execution. If
sustained, this approach may
ultimately be remembered less for the
scale of its spending and more for the
systems it began to reshape on the path
to Viksit Bharat.
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Cover Story

Union Budget 2026: Accelerating
Infrastructure, Sustainability, and
Efﬁciency in India's Transport Sector

UNION BUDGET

aving the Path Forward:
How Budget 2026 Can
Propel Transporters
Toward a Resilient Future
The Union Budget 2026-27 signals a
fundamental reset in how transport
and logistics development is
approached in India. Instead of
continuing with incremental capacity
building, the Budget outlines a
comprehensive strategy aimed at
creating robust, interconnected, and
shock-resistant transport systems.
Supported by a record capital
allocation of %12.2 lakh crore,
transport infrastructure is positioned
not merely as a facilitator of growth
but as a strategic instrument for
economic resilience, industrial
expansion, and environmental
sustainability in India.
For logistics companies, fleet owners,
and infrastructure developers, the
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Budget provides long-term direction.
It seeks to correct entrenched
inefficiencies—such as excessive
freight movement by road, fragmented
logistics planning, elevated
transportation costs, and vulnerability
to external disruptions—by
redesigning the ecosystem rather than
expanding it in isolation.

From Capacity Creation to System
Resilience

In recent years, significant
investments have improved highways,
ports, and rail networks. While these
efforts expanded physical reach, they
also revealed persistent gaps:
bottlenecks on major corridors,
underused alternative modes,
coordination failures across agencies,
and increasing environmental stress.

Budget 2026-27 attempts to address
these limitations by promoting
integrated transport planning. The

emphasis is on seamless movement
across modes, supported by digital
coordination and diversified freight
channels. This approach is closely tied
to the goal of lowering logistics
expenditure to 8% of GDP, thercby
strengthening the
competitiveness of domestic
manufacturing and exports.

cost

1. Realigning Freight Movement
through Multimodal and Low-
Carbon Options

A key policy thrust of the Budget is to
reduce dependence on road transport
by expanding cleaner and more
economical alternatives.

* Revitalising Inland Water
Transport

The government has proposed
bringing 20 additional national
waterways into active use within five
years, beginning with National
Waterway-5 in Odisha. By connecting



industrial belts with port infrastructure
via rivers, the initiative enables bulk
cargo to move at lower cost and with
reduced emissions. Inland shipping is
particularly suited for heavy
commodities such as minerals,
cement, fertilisers, and food grains,
oftering fuel efficiency and reduced
congestion on highways.

» Strengthening Coastal Shipping
Networks

The Coastal Cargo Promotion Scheme
aims to significantly increase the
contribution of coastal shipping to
national freight movement, targeting a
rise from 6% to 12% by 2047.
Financial incentives and port-side
improvements are expected to make
coastal routes commercially viable,
providing logistics operators with
dependable long-distance transport
alternatives while easing pressure on
land-based corridors.

* Scaling Electric Public Transport
The introduction of 4,000 electric
buses in the Purvodaya region
reinforces the transition toward
cleaner urban and regional mobility.
Beyond environmental benefits, the
initiative creates predictable demand
for private operators through long-
term service agreements and
stimulates investment in charging
infrastructure, energy storage, and
fleet maintenance services.

2. Infrastructure Designed for
Faster Turnaround and Lower
Friction

Rather than focusing solely on asset
creation, the Budget prioritises
infrastructure that improves
operational outcomes.
*East—West Freight
Connectivity

The proposed East—West Dedicated
Freight Corridor linking Dankuni in
West Bengal with Surat in Gujarat is

Rail

contd...

expected to transform long-distance
cargo movement. High-capacity,
high-speed freight trains will reduce
transit durations, improve delivery
reliability, and release existing rail
lines for passenger traffic—benefiting
both industry and commuters.

* Expanding High-Efficiency
Logistics Nodes

The Budget accelerates the
development of Multimodal Logistics
Parks, envisioned as centralised hubs
where cargo can shift smoothly
between road, rail, and waterways. By
consolidating warehousing, handling,
and distribution functions, these
facilities are projected to cut logistics
costs by 10-15%, while improving
turnaround times and reducing cargo
damage.

» High-Speed Rail as an Economic
Catalyst

Seven proposed high-speed rail
corridors, including connections such
as Mumbai—Pune and Delhi—Varanasi,
are intended to stimulate economic
activity beyond metropolitan areas.
While focused on passenger mobility,
these corridors strengthen links
between production centres and
markets, indirectly supporting freight
demand and regional supply chains.

3. Technology-Led Improvements in
Logistics Operations

Recognising that infrastructure
efficiency depends heavily on
governance and information flow,
Budget 2026-27 advances several
digital reforms.

+ Unified Digital Clearance Systems

By April 2026, cargo clearance for
sectors such as food products,
pharmaceuticals, and livestock will
transition to a single online platform.
This reform simplifies regulatory
compliance, minimises paperwork,
and shortens waiting periods at ports

and inland depots—improving asset
utilisation for transport operators.

* Smart Inspection and Risk
Management

The expanded use of Al-driven risk
assessment and non-intrusive
scanning technologies at major ports
marks a move away from manual
inspections. Faster clearances, fewer
physical checks, and data-based
decision-making enhance
predictability and reduce delays
across supply chains.

» Addressing Working Capital
Constraints

The integration of the Government e-
Marketplace (GeM) with the Trade
Receivables Discounting System
(TReDS) improves access to short-
term finance for transporters and
MSMEs. Faster invoice discounting
helps smaller firms manage cash
flows, expand capacity, and
participate in larger logistics
contracts.

4. Enhancing Supply Chain
Security and Asset Modernisation
Global trade disruptions have
highlighted the risks of import
dependence for critical logistics
inputs. The Budget introduces
measures to build domestic capacity
and reduce exposure to external
shocks.

* Promoting Domestic Container
Production

A T10,000 crore incentive scheme
spread over five years supports local
container manufacturing. By ensuring
availability and stabilising prices, the
initiative reduces vulnerability during
demand spikes and strengthens export
logistics.

* Securing Inputs for Transport
Electrification

Incentives for setting up rare earth
processing corridors in Odisha,

February 2026/Vol.-12/Issue-02 M
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Kerala, and Tamil Nadu aim to secure
materials essential for electric vehicle
motors. This move supports India's EV
transition while reducing reliance on
uncertain global supply chains.

* Reducing Investment Risk in
Large Projects

The newly announced Infrastructure
Risk Guarantee Fund offers partial
credit protection to lenders,
encouraging private investment in
complex transport infrastructure
projects. Lower risk perception is
expected to attract long-term capital
and accelerate project execution.

* Cleaner and More Efficient Fleets
Financial support linked to vehicle
scrappage encourages fleet owners to
replace ageing commercial vehicles.
fuel
efficiency, lower emissions, and
reduced maintenance
costs—improving profitability and

Newer vehicles offer better

ecnvironmental performance
simultaneously.

5. Extending Transport Growth to
Emerging Urban Centres
Anticipating that future freight
demand will increasingly originate
from smaller cities, the Budget
introduces City Economic Regions
(CERs).

By mapping and developing 200

industrial clusters across Tier-2 and

Tier-3 cities, the initiative strengthens
last-mile connectivity and integrates
regional producers into national
supply chains. For transporters, this
diversification reduces dependence on
congested metro routes and opens new
growth corridors.

In conclusion, what we draw is that A
Transport Vision Anchored in
Durability and Efficiency. The
Union Budget 2026-27 presents a
coherent framework for reshaping
India's transport sector into a system
that is resilient, technology-enabled,
and environmentally responsible. By

aligning multimodal infrastructure,
digital platforms, financial safeguards,
and green mobility, the Budget moves
decisively beyond fragmented
development.

If implemented effectively, these
measures can substantially reduce
logistics costs, enhance industrial
competitiveness, and safeguard
supply chains against future
disruptions. For stakeholders across
the transport ecosystem, the direction
is clear: long-term success will depend
on adaptability, operational efficiency,
and alignment with sustainable
practices.
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RE-Integration

Launching RE-Charge Ready
Reckoner: A Roadmap for
Renewable-Powered Electric
Truck Charging

ndia stands at a critical juncture,
balancing the demands of rapid
economic expansion against the
pressing imperatives of
environmental sustainability and
energy security. While trucks make up
only 3% of the nation's fleet, they
handle 65% of road freight, a sector
projected to quadruple by 2050. If we
remain tethered to fossil fuels, this
growth will trigger a $1 trillion crude
oil import bill and escalate the public
health crisis caused by diesel
emissions, which currently accounts
for 53% of total on-road particulate
matter emissions.
The Necessity of a Green Grid:
While electrifying trucks is an
intuitive solution, the environmental
benefits are entirely dependent on the
power source. Currently, India's
charging grid is 75% reliant on fossil
fuels, the Zero Emission Trucks
(ZETs) operating on the standard grid
may only achieve a 9% to 35%
reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions. To unlock true "well-to-
wheel" decarbonization, the industry
must integrate Renewable Energy
(RE) directly into charging
infrastructure. This shift can slash
lifecycle Carbon Dioxide emissions
by 95% for solar-powered charge
parks and 83% for wind-powered
charge parks, an impact equivalent to
planting 700 acres of new forest.

The potential for this transition is vast.
India possesses an untapped
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cesP

Centre of Excellence for

L7 Zero Emission Trucking
COEZET

RE-Charge Ready Reckoner

A Handbook on Renewable Energy (RE) Integration for

Zero Emission Truck (ZET) Charge Parks

January 2026

Renewable Energy (RE) goldmine of
1163 GW for wind and 750 GW for
solar. Despite this, critical regions like
the Golden Quadrilateral have utilized

just 3% of their available wind
potential and 20% of their solar
potential. To bridge this gap, the RE-
Charge Ready Reckoner, A

contd...
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RE-Integration

Handbook on Renewable Energy (RE)
Integration for Zero Emission Truck
(ZET) Charge Parks, developed by the
Centre of Excellence for Zero
Emission Trucking (CoEZET) and the
Centre for Excellence in Energy and
Telecommunications (CEET), TIT
Madras. provides a national roadmap
for implementing RE-integrated
charging infrastructure.

From Data to Decarbonization: The
Strategic Value of The Reckoner
The Reckoner is intended to simplify
the complexities surrounding
renewable energy integration for ZET
infrastructure. It creates a clear, data-
backed framework to help decision-
makers understand the following:

1. How much energy will the ZET
corridors require?

2. What is the required size of the RE
power plant and storage?

3. What investment models offer the
bestreturns?

4. How to manage demand charges
and reduce operational costs?

5. How does the RE-powered truck
charging drastically reduce
emissions?

In simple terms, the Reckoner acts as a
step-by-step guide for planning and
implementing large-scale, renewable-
powered truck charging parks,
supporting India's transition to a clean

and future-ready freight system.

From Theory to Action: The Digital
Toolkit: The Reckoner moves beyond
high-level strategy by introducing the
RE-Charge Ready Reckoner
Calculator. This Excel-based tool has
two modes to simplify investment
hurdles: Simple Mode: Estimates RE
capacity and costs based on available
land and renewable energy mix.
Business Mode: Provides granular
Return On Investment (ROI)
projections, factoring in fleet volume
and highway length.

While the Reckoner establishes a
comprehensive roadmap for
infrastructure, its true value lies in how
it addresses the unique hurdles faced
by different industry players. By
translating complex technical and
regulatory data into actionable
insights, it provides tailored guidance
for every stakeholder in the
ecosystem. Who Benefits from the
Reckoner? The Reckoner is designed
to empower a wide range of industry
players: Infrastructure: Charge Point
Operators (CPOs) and Distribution
Companies (DISCOMs). Operations:
Fleet owners and logistics providers.
Governance: Government officials
and policymakers. Industry: Leaders
across energy and mobility sectors.

The Road Ahead: Zero-emission
trucking is no longer a distant goal for

India; it is now a clear, financially
sound, and technically feasible reality.
By harnessing the nation's immense,
untapped renewable energy potential
through innovative business models,
stakeholders can achieve profitable
growth while replacing imported
fossil fuels with domestic and
sustainable power. This transition
offers a triple dividend of energy
security, climate mitigation, and
superior returns,
demonstrating that when policy,
technology, and finance converge,
India can build a durable, eco-friendly
future for its entire logistics sector.

financial

By combining technical guidance,
financial modelling, and policy
alignment, the RE Charge Ready
Reckoner transforms RE integration
from a perceived risk into a strategic
growth opportunity. By embracing this
roadmap and leveraging the financial
clarity of the RE Charge Ready
Reckoner Calculator, developers and
investors can confidently accelerate
implementation. These essential
blueprints provide the path forward,
paving the way for a carbon-free,
robust, and economically sovereign
transport ecosystem across the nation.
Click to read more:
https://coezet.iitm.ac.in/view_pdf.ht
ml?file=pdfireports/rrc.pdf
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Road Accident

Road Deaths Are
Exposing Deepening
Safety Concerns
As DelhiReaches Seven-Year High...

oad accidents claimed
more than 1,600 lives in
Delhi last year, making
2025 the deadliest year on
the city's roads in the past seven years.
Official figures reveal a troubling rise
in fatal crashes, pointing to growing
risks for commuters in the national
capital despite sustained enforcement
efforts and public awareness
campaigns.
According to a comparative
assessment of road accident data
compiled up to December 31, Delhi
recorded 1,617 deaths in 1,578 fatal
accidents in 2025. This marked a
noticeable increase over 2024, when
1,551 people died in 1,504 fatal
accidents. In percentage terms, fatal
accidents rose by 4.92 per cent, while
the number of deaths increased by
4.26 per cent year-on-year. The rise
highlights not just more accidents, but
an increase in the severity of crashes
across the city.
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The overall volume of road accidents
showed only a slight increase. Total
accidents went up by 0.57 per cent,
from 5,657 cases in 2024 to 5,689
cases in 2025. However, this modest
rise masks a more serious underlying
trend. While the number of accidents
has grown only marginally, fatal and
serious crashes have increased at a
much faster pace, indicating that
collisions are becoming more
dangerous.

Injuries from road accidents also rose
during the year. The number of people
injured increased by 1.7 per cent, from
5,224 in 2024 to 5,314 in 2025. At the
same time, non-injury accidents saw a
steep decline of 27.4 per cent, falling
from 84 cases to just 61. Accidents
involving simple injuries dipped
slightly by 0.5 per cent, decreasing
from 4,069 cases in 2024 to 4,050 in
2025. These figures suggest that while
minor incidents are reducing, a greater
proportion of accidents are resulting in

serious harm or loss of life.

Abroader look at road safety data over
the past several years shows that 2025
stands out as the most dangerous year
since 2019. In that year, Delhi
recorded 1,433 fatal accidents and
1,463 deaths. The situation improved
sharply in 2020 due to COVID-19
lockdowns, when traffic movement
dropped significantly. As a result, the
city saw 1,163 fatal accidents and
1,196 deaths, the lowest figures in
nearly two decades.

However, the decline was short-lived.
With normal activity resuming,
fatalities began rising again. Fatal
accidents increased from 1,206 in
2021 to 1,428 in 2022 and 1,432 in
2023. The upward trend continued in
2024 with 1,504 fatal accidents, before
reaching 1,578 in 2025. A similar
pattern was seen in the number of
deaths, which rose from 1,239 in 2021
to 1,461 in 2022, 1,457 in 2023, 1,551
in 2024 and finally 1,617 in2025.

Senior police officials attribute the
rising death toll to multiple factors,
including increased traffic density,
higher average vehicle speeds and
persistent traffic violations. Common
offences such as drunk driving,
overspeeding, jumping red lights and
failure to wear helmets or seat belts
continue to contribute significantly to
fatal crashes. Officials note that while
enforcement drives are conducted
regularly, changing commuter
behaviour remains a major challenge.

The data underline the urgent need for
a more comprehensive approach to
road safety in Delhi. Along with
stricter enforcement, authorities may
need to focus on better road design,
improved traffic management and
sustained public engagement to
encourage responsible driving.
Without effective intervention, the
steady rise in fatalities suggests that
Delhi's roads could become even more
dangerous in the coming years.
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Amendments

Government of India Amends

Central Motor Vehicles Rules to
Strengthen User Fee Payments

n order to strengthen compliance

towards user fee payment at the toll

plazas on National Highways, the

Government of India has notified
the 'Central Motor Vehicles (Second
Amendment) Rules, 2026', introducing
key changes to the 'Central Motor Vehicles
Rules, 1989'. These amendments are
aimed at improving user fee compliance,
enhancing efficiency of Electronic Toll
Collection and discouraging user fee
evasion on National Highways.

Under the amended rules, a new definition
of 'unpaid user fee' has been introduced
and it refers to the user fee payable for the
use of a National Highway section, where
Electronic Toll Collection (ETC) system
has recorded the vehicle's passage, but the
applicable fee has not been received in
accordance with the National Highways
Act, 1956,

The amendments link the clearance of
unpaid National Highway user fee with
vehicle-related services. As per the
provisions, a No Objection Certificate
(NOC) for transfer of ownership or
transfer of a vehicle from one State to
another shall not be granted until any
unpaid user fee is cleared. In addition,
renewal or generation of a Certificate of
Fitness for vehicles will not be permitted
unless outstanding user fee dues have been
paid. For commercial vehicles seeking a
National Permit, the amended rules make
it mandatory that the vehicle must not have
any unpaid user fee.

Corresponding changes have also been
made to 'Form 28' which now requires
applicants to disclose whether any demand
for an unpaid user fee at a toll plaza is
pending against the vehicle, along with
relevant details. Promoting digital
processes, the rules also enable the
clectronic issuance of relevant portions of
'Form 28' through the designated online
portal. 'Form 28' is application for a No

LAY

Corresponding changes
have also been made to
'Form 28' which now
requires applicants to
disclose whether any
demand for an unpaid
user fee at a toll plaza is
pending against the
vehicle, along with
relevant details.
Promoting digital
processes, the rules also
enable the electronic
issuance of relevant
portions of "Form 28'
through the designated
online portal
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Objection Certificate (NOC), a key
document required for transferring vehicle
ownership to another state or district
confirming the vehicle has no pending
taxes, challans, or legal issues. These
Amendments will also help in user fee
collection after the implementation of the
Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF) system,
that will enable barrier less tolling on the
National Highway network.

The amendments have been issued
following publication of draft rules on
11th July 2025 vide a Gazette Notification,
which invited suggestions from
stakeholders and the general public.
Copies of the draft notification were made
available to the public on 14th July 2025.
After careful consideration of the
feedback received, the Government of
India has finalized and notified the
amended rules.

These amendments will help NHAI in
fostering transparent and technology-
driven tolling systems for sustained
development and maintenance of the
National Highway network across the
country.

X
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Union Budget

CV Manufacturers' Reactions
After Major Focus On
Infrastructure, Manufacturing &
Logistics in Budget 2026

he Union Finance Minister
stated that India will
continue to take confident
steps towards Viksit Bharat,
balancing ambition with inclusion, as
she presented the Yuva Shakti-driven
Budget 2026, which highlights the
government's 'Sankalp' to focus on the
poor, underprivileged, and
disadvantaged. India must continue to
be closely linked to international
markets to increase exports and draw
steady, long-term investment as a
developing economy with growing
trade and capital requirements.
DheerajHinduja, Chairman, Ashok
Leyland, said, “The Finance Minister
has presented a pro-growth,
development-focused Budget aligned
with the Prime Minister's vision of a
competitive, resilient, and self-reliant
India. Increased spending on
Infrastructure, Manufacturing, and
Defence — along with continued
emphasis on roads, logistics, and
construction — is expected to
accelerate economic growth and drive
demand in the commercial vehicle
sector,” reported TrucksDekho.com.

He further added, “The Budget also
advances initiatives in Al (Artificial
Intelligence), rare earths, and energy
transition while supporting key
sectors such as healthcare, education,
agriculture, housing, and
electrification. Overall, it sustains
growth momentum and strengthens
India's long-term economic
trajectory.”

Vinod Aggarwal, MD & CEO, VE
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Commercial Vehicles, said, “The
Union Budget 2026 sets outaclear and
purposeful roadmap to strengthen
India's growth trajectory and advance
the vision of Viksit Bharat. With a
clear focus to build capability in
crucial areas, the budget reinforces the
foundations of the automotive and
commercial vehicle industry. The
continued focus on capital
expenditure, with Rs 12.2 lakh crore
allocated for infrastructure, will play a
critical role in sustaining demand for
trucks, buses, and logistics assets that
underpin economic activity
nationwide.”

He further added, “The Union
Budget's emphasis on developing
Rare Earth Mineral Corridors across
Odisha, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, and
Tamil Nadu marks a strategic step
toward securing critical inputs for
electric motors and advanced
components. This will reduce import
dependence, strengthen domestic
value chains, and bolster India's long-
term competitiveness in high-
technology mobility.”

“On the clean mobility front, the
continuation of duty exemptions on
capital goods for battery
manufacturing, alongside targeted
incentives for localised processing,
sends a strong signal of intent. These
measures are instrumental in
accelerating EV adoption while
building a cost-efficient battery
ecosystem — crucial for improving the
Total Cost of Ownership and driving
wider commercial viability. Overall,

26

the budget strikes the right balance
between near-term industry
confidence and long-term capacity
building, reinforcing India's position
as a resilient, self-reliant, and globally
competitive manufacturing hub.”

Sudhir Mehta, Founder and Chairman,
EKA Mobility, said, “The Union
Budget 2026 reinforces India's
resolute commitment to building a
sustainable, future-ready mobility
ecosystem, and places clean
transportation firmly at the centre of
the country's development agenda.
The Government's plan to deploy
4,000 electric buses across multiple
regions is a clear endorsement of
public transport electrification as a
scalable solution to rising urban
congestion, emissions and mobility
demand. Large public fleet adoption is
often the tipping point for wider EV
acceptance, and this move strengthens
confidence across the electric mobility
value chain.”

“While these buses are part of
mainstream public transport, their
deployment across emerging
connectivity and tourism circuits will
also play a critical role in improving
access to key destinations and regional
hubs. The Budget's emphasis on
transport-led growth through seven
high-speed rail corridors, including
key routes such as
Hyderabad—Bengaluru and the
strategically significant
Mumbai—Pune railway corridor, along
with dedicated freight corridors like
Dankuni-Surat, reflects a broader
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shift towards cleaner and more
efficient intercity and regional
connectivity.”

“These investments are closely
aligned with the Government's focus
on boosting tourism by improving
access to major economic centres,
pilgrimage circuits and emerging
travel destinations. Seamless, low-
emission mobility is essential to
making tourism more accessible,
sustainable and resilient. Public
capital expenditure rising to Rs 12.2
lakh crore, complemented by the
proposed Infrastructure Risk
Guarantee Fund, further strengthens
the investment environment for large-
scale transport and EV infrastructure
projects. Risk-mitigated financing is
critical for accelerating deployment
across commercial and mass mobility
segments.”

He added, “For EKA Mobility, this
Budget provides a strong strategic
foundation to expand electric vehicle
offerings, integrate mass transit and
smart mobility solutions, and support
low-carbon transport networks across
cities, industrial corridors and tourism
hubs. Overall, the Budget presents a
cohesive vision for inclusive,
sustainable and future-ready mobility,
aligned with India's broader aspiration
of a Viksit Bharat.”

“In parallel, the Budget's focus on
inclusivity and empowerment,
particularly for Divyangjan, resonates
strongly with industry-led CSR
initiatives aimed at enabling
independent mobility and dignified
living. Programmes such as the
Divyang Sahara Yojana and
Divyangjan Kaushal Yojana
complement on-ground efforts by
industry and civil society to improve
access to assistive technologies and
livelihood opportunities.”

Jalaj Gupta, Managing Director,
Montra Electric, quoted, “This year's

contd...

Union Budget lays a strong foundation
for India's clean mobility and
advanced manufacturing ambitions.
From supporting lithium-ion cell
manufacturing and rare earth
processing to strengthening
semiconductor and electronics
ecosystems through ISM 2.0 and
enhanced component schemes, the
government is enabling a truly
integrated EV supply chain. These
initiatives will help deepen
localisation, develop skilled talent,
and reinforce India's position as a
global hub for sustainable mobility
and high-technology manufacturing.”

Devndra Chawla, MD & CEO,
GreenCell Mobility, quoted, “The
Union Budget 202627 clearly signals
that electric mobility and sustainable
transport are no longer peripheral to
India's growth agenda, but central to it.
The planned deployment of 4,000
electric buses across the North-East
marks an important acceleration in
public transport electrification,
particularly for cities and tourism-
intensive regions that are grappling
with congestion, pollution and rising
mobility demand.”

“Large-scale adoption in public fleets
is often the inflexion point for electric
mobility, and this push strengthens
confidence across the ecosystem
while also supporting cleaner, more
accessible travel for residents and
visitors alike. The emphasis on new
national waterways, dedicated freight
corridors and high-speed rail
connectivity reflects a broader shift
towards cleaner, more efficient
movement of people and goods. As
highlighted in the Budget, these
investments are also closely linked to
boosting tourism by improving
connectivity to pilgrimage circuits,
heritage destinations and emerging
travel hubs.”

“Reduced dependence on high-
emission road transport, combined

2T

with stronger last-mile connectivity, is
essential for creating integrated and
sustainable mobility networks that
support both economic activity and
tourism-led growth. When viewed
alongside initiatives such as City
Economic Regions and the Seaplane
VGF Scheme, the Budget points to a
more balanced transport strategy that
links urban centres, emerging regions
and tourist destinations. These
measures enhance regional
accessibility while creating new
opportunities for multimodal, low-
carbon transport solutions.”

He further added, “Equally relevant
for the sector is the Infrastructure Risk
Guarantee Fund, which can help
unlock private capital for commercial
transport and EV infrastructure.
Access to risk-mitigated financing is
critical for scaling electric fleets and
charging networks at pace, especially
across intercity routes and high-
footfall travel corridors.”

“For GreenCell Mobility, these
measures create a supportive
environment to expand electric bus
operations, integrate smart mobility
solutions and partner with cities and
states on cleaner mass transit systems.
Overall, this Budget reinforces a long-
term vision for low-carbon, inclusive
and future-ready ftransportation,
where sustainable mobility becomes a
key enabler of economic growth,
tourism development and
environmental responsibility.”

BitanDatta, Transportation and
Advanced Industrials, Oliver Wyman,
said, “Union Budget 2026 is episodic
in India's transformative journey to be
'Viksit Bharat' ('Developed India').
The budget reinforces transportation
and industrial infrastructure as critical
enablers of this transformation. The
focus on high-speed rail corridors,
new dedicated freight corridors,
national waterways and coastal
shipping highlights a clear intent to
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improve logistics efficiency and
multimodal connectivity.”

“These investments will continue to
reduce transit times, lower logistics
cost and enhance the supply-chain
competitiveness of Indian
manufacturing. The emphasis on
indigenous manufacturing, combined
with large-scale public capital
expenditure, is focused on building
self-reliability in critical segments -
semiconductor, electronics, rare earth
applications, containers, energy
transition, biopharma and high-value,
technologically-advanced
construction & infra equipment.
Budget 2026 signals consistency in
the Government's push to boost India's
global competitiveness.”

NiranjanKirloskar, Managing
Director, Fleetguard Filters, said,
“Union Budget 2026 clearly signals
the government's intent to anchor
growth in infrastructure and
manufacturing. With capital
expenditure set at Rs 12.2 lakh crore
for FY 2026-27, industries can expect
a strong multiplier effect across capital
goods, construction equipment,
mobility, and industrial operations.
For sectors reliant on heavy
machinery, engines, and fleet
movement, this translates into higher
equipment utilisation and sustained
demand for reliable, high-
performance filtration and operational
solutions.”

“Equally significant is the focus on
Tier IT and Tier 111 cities as emerging
industrial and logistics hubs. As
manufacturing clusters expand
beyond metros and supply chains
become more efficient, industrial
activity will deepen across regions,
supporting economic growth while
raising standards in operational
efficiency, emissions control, and
equipment longevity — areas where
advanced filtration technology plays a
critical role. From an ease-of-doing-
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business perspective, procedural tax
relief and clearer policy frameworks
will reduce compliance friction and
accelerate project execution for
manufacturers and infrastructure
players.”

“The Budget's emphasis on
developing rare earth and critical
mineral mining corridors in states like
Odisha, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, and
Tamil Nadu is timely, strengthening
domestic supply chains and
supporting mining, power, and heavy
engineering sectors that depend on
robust, high-performance filtration
systems. Overall, this Budget moves
beyond short-term stimulus to focus
on building long-term capacity. By
strengthening infrastructure, securing
supply chains, and promoting regional
growth, it sets the stage for industries
to invest in efficiency, reliability, and
sustainability, aligning with India's
vision of a resilient, self-reliant, and
future-ready economy under the Viksit
Bharatagenda.”

Baba Kalyani, CMD, Bharat Forge,
said, "The Union Budget 2026 reflects
the hallmark of Prime Minister Modi's
stable, strong and visionary
leadership, anchored in policy
continuity, fiscal discipline and a clear
focus on building long-term national
capabilities. I congratulate the Hon'ble
Finance Minister on her ninth
successive Budget, which strikes a
careful balance between
macroeconomic stability and
sustained investment-led growth. The
articulation of a multi-pronged growth
framework and the three kartavyas
reinforces the commitment to building
a competitive, inclusive and future-
ready economy. At a time of
heightened geopolitical and supply-
chain uncertainty, these measures are
bound to strengthen India's economic
resilience and global positioning,
sending a strong signal to both Global
and Indian investors."

"Through this budget, the
government's bet on Manufacturing is
reinforced; special emphasis on
modern infrastructure, high-speed rail
corridors, healthcare and cities as
engines of growth, is timely and
strategic. The progression of the
semiconductor programme to [ISM 2.0
through ecosystem development,
alongside the announcement of rare-
earth corridors across eastern and
southern India, will significantly
strengthen domestic supply chains.
Equally important is the focus on
green competitiveness, with
meaningful allocations for carbon
capture and decarbonisation, aligning
sustainability with
performance."

industrial

"Aligned with the geo-strategic
realities, the defence sector emerges as
a key pillar of this Budget. With
defence receiving the second-highest
allocation with about 25% increase in
the modernisation budget, the
emphasis is firmly on upgrading
platforms, systems and technologies,
while improving procurement
efficiency. The message to industry is
clear: deepen long-term capability,
technology and Aatmanirbharta or
self-reliance. I laud Madam Minister's
special thrust on Information
Technology Services for companies
setting up Data Cenfres and Cloud
Services from India; the 22-year tax
holiday for such investments is a well-
thought-out initiative aimed at Global
leadership in this segment."

He added, "Finally, the focus on
university-industry clusters and Al-
led productivity will help India fully
leverage its demographic dividend.
Overall, the Budget provides the
industry the confidence to invest,
innovate and partner in building a
globally competitive Indian
economy.”

X
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Roads For Us

Key Road Infrastructure Projects
of NHAI &MoRTH and
Decongestion Initiatives for the
National Capital

inister of State for
Road Transport and
Highways and
Corporate Affairs,
Harsh Malhotra chaired a meeting to
assess the progress of major road
infrastructure works, decongestion
strategies, and inter-agency
coordination issues impacting Delhi.
Member of Parliament, West Delhi,
KamaljeetSehrawat, Chief Secretary,
Delhi, Secretary, Ministry of Road
Transport &Highways and senior
officers from Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI),
Government of NCT of Delhi, Delhi
Development Authority (DDA), Delhi
Police, Delhi Jal Board (DJB), Delhi
Transport Department and other
agencies were also present in the
meeting.
Opening the discussion, Harsh
Malhotra emphasized that Delhi, as
the nation's capital, must reflect the
spirit of “Viksit Bharat” through
modern, safe, seamless and
environment-friendly mobility
systems.

Malhotra reiterated that the vision of
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi is
to transform Delhi into a model city
that is decongested, better connected
and future-ready, while improving the
quality of life for citizens and
commuters.

Malhotra stated that building a
Viksit Delhi” that is decongested,
connected and citizen-centric rests on
four pillars: Infrastructure that

"
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anticipates future demand, not merely
reacts to present traffic, Integrated
planning, linking highways with urban
roads, public transport and logistics

Malhotra stated that
building a " Viksit
Delhi” that is
decongested, connected
and citizen-centric
rests on four pillars:
Infrastructure that
anticipates future
demand, not merely
reacts to present traffic,
Integrated planning,
linking highways with
urban roads, public
transport and logistics
corridors, Sustainable
mobility, reducing
emissions and
encouraging cleaner
technologies and
People-first design,
prioritizing safety,
accessibility and
convenience

corridors, Sustainable mobility,
reducing emissions and encouraging
cleaner technologies and People-first
design, prioritizing safety,
accessibility and convenience.

Minister reviewed the secondary
service roads along the UER-II which
would enhance connectivity and
facilitate movement of adjoining
villages and habitations. The
authorities informed that the project
currently is in the DPR stage. While
noting the citizen concerns regarding
local access, safety, and integration of
service roads with adjoining colonies,
commercial pockets and institutional
areas, Minister asked the DDA to take
urgent action. He assured that NHAI
as Implementing Agencies, will
complete their assigned task in the
stipulated time frame. Minister
directed both NHAI and DDA to
expedite process for enhancing the
connectivity in the adjoining areas
while stressing on strong inter-agency
coordination is essential to ensure
commuter safety, infrastructure
durability, and effective decongestion.

Minister Harsh Malhotra and Member
of Parliament Mrs.
KamaljeetSehrawat took note of the
traffic congestion in the Dwarka Sub-
City following the opening of the
Urban Extension Road-1I (UER-II).
While UER-II has been constructed in
accordance with the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
Master Plan, it was noted that traffic
dispersal into internal colonies and
sectors requires urgent planning and
execution.

Minister asked the DDA, Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD), and
Public Works Department (PWD) and
other stakeholders to explore all
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possible options for decongesting
DwarkaSubcity such as diversion of
through-traffic away from internal
Dwarka roads, strengthening linkages
to the airport and Gurugramcorridors,
better integration with metro and
public transportation nodes, and
adoption of intelligent traffic
management systems.

Minister also reviewed the status of
three major road corridors in Delhi
that were handed over to NHAI from
the Public Works Department (PWD)
for maintenance, road repair and
widening works, all aimed at easing
traffic congestion across these critical
corridors. The three stretches -
Mathura Road from Ashram to
Badarpur Border, Old Delhi- Rohtak
Road -- Punjabi Bagh to Tikri Border,
and Mehrauli-Gurugram Road --
Mehrauli to Gurugram city ,totalling a
total 33 km and serve as critical links
between Delhi and neighbouring
areas. Minister directed the officials to
expedite the projects for completion
with stipulated time frames.

Minister also took a review of the
Delhi Decongestion Plan while
underlining the need to further
accelerate work. The Minister
stressed that decongestion is not only
about easing traffic; it also leads to:
reduced vehicular emissions, lower
travel time and logistics cost,
improved road safety, and enhanced
economic productivity.

The Delhi Decongestion Plan
primarily focusses on Extension of
Delhi-Amritsar-Katra Expressway
(NE-5) from KMPE till UER-II (NH-
344M) in Delhi and Haryana which
would providing Direct Connectivity
link to Delhi and Gurugram with Katra
through UER-II &Dwarka
Expressway, Extension of UER-II
(NH-344M) near Alipur till Delhi-
Dehradun Expressway (NH-709B)
near Tronica City in Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh which will also act as bypass

to NH-44/Delhi Outer/Inner Ring
Road as the traffic destined to move to
North/North-West/West/South-West
Delhi &Gurugram may travel through
UER-II &Dwarka Expressway to
reach the destination ,Construction of
a Road Tunnel starting from Dwarka
Expressway (near Shiv
MurtiMahipalpur) to Nelson Mandela
Marg, Vasant Kunj in the State of
Delhi which will facilitate Easy flow
of traffic from Dwarka Expressway to
Nelson Mandela Marg.

Minister also took a comprehensive
overview of ongoing and completed
projects, status of approved works,
fund accruals of Delhi sanctioned
under Central Road Infrastructure
Fund (CRIF) and SetuBandhan
Schemes as these projects play a key
role in strengthening the secondary
network supporting National
Highways. Officials presented status
updates, including works nearing
completion. Hon'ble Minister, taking
note of the situation directed the
officials for timely completion of all
the sanctioned projects under
stipulated timeframe.

Several  other pending matters
between DDA, NHAI, PWD, Delhi
Police, Delhi Jal Board, Delhi

transport Department,
IGL—including land handover, right-
of-way clearances were also discussed
in detail. It was recognized that early
resolution of these issues is essential to
keep project timelines on track.

Minister directed officials to adopt a
time-bound approach to approvals. All
the agencies agreed to maintain
continuous coordination and escalate
unresolved matters for quicker
decisions, ensuring that development
work is not delayed and public money
isutilized efficiently.

Chief Secretary, Delhi highlighted that
coordinated, time-bound execution
and resolution of bottlenecks is critical
to unlock benefits for citizens. He
assured full cooperation from the
Delhi Government and called for
proactive engagement among
agencies to ensure faster delivery of
projects.

In his concluding remarks, Harsh
Malhotra shared resolve to move
forward in close partnership to realize
the goal of “Viksit Delhi— Decongest
Delhi " and expressed appreciation for
the constructive participation of all
departments and reiterated the
commitment of the Ministry of Road,
Transport & Highways to support
Delhi's infrastructure transformation.

X
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Technology

Allocation of 30 GHz Radio
Frequency for Vehicle-to-Vehicle
Communication to Reduce

Road Accidents

onsultative Committee of
the Ministry of Road
Transport & Highways
(MoRTH) met under the
chairmanship of Union Minister for
Road Transport & Highways Nitin
Gadkari to address critical issue of
road safety. Harsh Malhotra and Ajay
Tamta, Ministers of State for Road
Transport & Highways, were also
present.
The meet emphasizing focused on
“Measures for Reduction in Road
Accidents and Fatalities”,
emphasizing a multi-pronged and
coordinated approach to curb road
accidents and save lives. The
Chairman, NHAI, briefed the
Committee on the Ministry's ongoing
efforts to enhance road safety and
reduce accidents on National
Highways.
This was followed by a detailed
presentation by the Additional
Secretary (Transport), outlining key
initiatives under the four pillars of
road safety—Engineering,
Enforcement, Education, and
Emergency Care. The presentation
highlighted achievements so far,
existing challenges, and the need to
strengthen current measures while
introducing new road safety
interventions. The Secretary, RT&H,
also apprised the Committee about the
development of Al-enabled road
safety technologies in collaboration
with [I'T Kanpur.
While appreciating the initiatives
undertaken by the Ministry, the

Committee Members expressed
concern over the persistently high
number of road accidents and fatalities
across the country. They emphasized
the need for a comprehensive strategy
involving engineering improvements,
enhanced public awareness, and
effective enforcement mechanisms.
Members raised key issues relating to
rectification of black spots, widening
of select National Highway stretches,
availability of trauma care facilities
along highways, enhancement of
compensation for road accident
victims, road maintenance and repairs,
and coordination with State
Governments for State Highways.
Concerns were also expressed over the
irregular conduct of Members of
Parliament Road Safety Committee
(MPRSC) meetings at the district
level, absence of proper road
markings, and poor quality of signages
and reflectors. It was suggested that
landslide-prone locations be identified
on the lines of black spots and
appropriate corrective measures be
undertaken. Other suggestions
included inclusion of road safety in
school curricula, establishment of a
Centre for Road Safety, and setting up
at least one trauma centre in each
district.

Responding to the concerns, Nitin
Gadkari informed the Committee that
30 GHz radio frequency has been
allocated by the Department of
Telecommunications for the
development of vehicle-to-vehicle
communication systems, which will

help reduce road accidents and
fatalities. He urged Members to
impress upon State authorities the
importance of conducting regular
MPRSC meetings in their respective
districts with participation from the
District Collector, Police, PWD, and
other concerned agencies.

Minister further stated that road safety
considerations are being duly
incorporated while tinalising Detailed
Project Reports (DPRs). He directed
the Regional Officers and Project
Directors of MoRTH/NHALI to attend
MPRSC meetings regularly and
ensure suitable road safety
interventions in ongoing projects. He
also informed that Al-based road
safety applications would be shared
with States and UTs and requested
Members to submit detailed notes on
their concerns and suggestions for
further examination.

During the meeting, the Minister also
showcased the Road Safety Anthem,
which has been translated into 22
regional languages. He requested the
Hon'ble Members of Parliament to
promote the playing of the Road
Safety Anthem in regional languages
in schools, public gatherings, and
other public spaces.

Union Minister motivated all officers
to continue making dedicated efforts
towards building safer road
infrastructure across the country and
reiterated the Government's
commitment to saving lives on Indian
roads.

X

"It is during our darkest moments that we must focus to see the light." — Aristotle
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India's Road Infrastructure:
Nation Becomes the First in the
World to Commercially Produce

nion Minister for Road
transport and Highways,
Gadkari Ji highlighted
how agricultural waste
can be converted into a valuable
national resource. He noted that bio-
bitumen is a transformative step
towards the vision of Viksit Bharat
2047. By utilising agro-waste, it
reduces pollution caused by crop
burning and strengthens the circular
economy. With 15% blending, India

cansave nearly ¥4,500 crore in foreign
exchange and substantially reduce its
dependence on imported crude oil.
Speaking at CSIR's Technology
Transfer Ceremony titled “From Farm
Residue to Road: Bio-Bitumen via
Pyrolysis,”. He says, Today marks a
historic milestone in India's road
infrastructure, as the nation becomes
the first in the world to commercially
produce bio-bitumen. Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari Ji congratulated CSIR
and its dedicated scientists, and
thanked Union MoSJitendra Singh Ji
for his constant support in achieving
this pioneering breakthrough.

Gadkari Ji further stated that this
innovation will empower farmers,
generate rural livelihoods, and boost
the rural economy. Bio-bitumen, he
said, truly reflects the Modi
Government's commitment to
sustainable development, self-
reliance, and environmentally
responsible growth, paving the way
foracleanerand greener future.

Bio-Bitumen

CHNOLOGY TRANTITE IVIY
HO-DITUMEN Via Fwos var
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NHAI Creates Multiple
Guinness World Records on
Bengaluru—Kadapa—Vijayawada
Economic Corridor

NHAI
concessionaire M/s RajpathInfracon
Private Limited successfully created
four Guinness World Records:

in association with

* Record for the longest continuous
laying of Bituminous Concrete,
covering 28.89 lane km in 24 hours

* Record for continuous laying of
highest quantity of 10,655 metric tons
Bituminous Concrete in 24 hours

* Record for continuous laying of
57,500 metric tons of Bituminous
Concrete

 Record for continuous paving of 156
lane km

Highlighting its engineering prowess
and execution excellence, NHAI in a
landmark achievement has
successfully created four Guinness
World Records on the under-
implementation Bengaluru—
Kadapa—Vijayawada Economic
Corridor of NH-544G.

On 6th January 2026, NHAI made two
Guinness World Records near
Puttaparthi, Andhra Pradesh. First,
was the record for the longest
continuous laying of Bituminous
Concrete, covering 28.89 lane km or
3-lane wide 9.63 km long section
within 24 hours. The second record
was created for continuous laying of
highest quantity of 10,655 metric tons

Bituminous Concrete in 24 hours.
Both records were established for the
first time globally under the six-lane
National Highway project on the
Bengaluru—Kadapa—Vijayawada
Economic Corridor.

Building further on this momentum,
two additional Guinness World
Records were created on 11th January
2026. These include the continuous
laying of 57,500 metric tons of
Bituminous Concrete and a record for
continuous paving of 156 lane km or
3-lane wide 52 km long section,
surpassing the previous world record
of 84.4 lane km or 2-lane wide 42.2 km
long section. These record-setting
feats was executed across Package-2
and Package-3 of the Bengaluru-
Kadapa—-Vijayawada Economic
Corridor.

NHAI in association with
concessionaire M/s Rajpathlnfracon
Private Limited achieved this historic
feat through deployment of state-of-
the-art construction equipment and
machinery involving 70 tippers, five
hot mix plants, one paver, and 17
rollers. Supported by stringent quality
assurance mechanisms, the process
was monitored for quality control with
the help of premier institutions
including IIT Bombay, along with
Original Equipment Manufacturers

(OEMs), ensuring adherence to the
highest standards of quality and safety.

The 343 km long, access-controlled
six-lane Bengaluru—Kadapa—
Vijayawada Economic Corridor has
been designed for safe, high-speed,
and scenic travel experience. It
features 17 interchanges, 10 wayside
amenities, 5.3 km long tunnel and
around 21 km long section of the
corridor passes through forest area.

Delivering substantial economic and
logistical benefits, once completed the
corridor will reduce travel distance by
100 km from current 635 km to 535
km and cut travel time by nearly four
hours from the current twelve hours to
around eight hours. The corridor will
significantly enhance regional
connectivity by linking Bengaluru
with Vijayawada, strengthening
access between the Rayalaseema
region and the coastal and northern
regions of Andhra Pradesh, as well as
the Koparthy Industrial Node.

These Guinness World Records stand
as a testament to NHAI's commitment
to deliver world-class National
Highway infrastructure, aligned with
the vision of the Government of India
to build safe, efficient, and globally
benchmarked corridors that support
economic growth and regional
development across the country.

X

"All you need is the plan, the road map, and the courage to press on to your destination.”"— Earl Nightingale
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Filtration Intelligence: The Hidden
Key To Fleet Cost Optimisation

leet performance is rarely
determined by dramatic
interventions. In vehicle
operations, the choices that
matter most often show up in places
people don't usually look. It appears
quietly in the everyday decisions that
determine how long a vehicle lasts,
how reliably it runs, and how
predictable its costs remain. Filtration
is one of those decisions. Rarely
discussed, often treated as routine, yet
deeply tied to performance and
longevity.
Modern vehicles are precision
machines. Every kilometre they
operate, air, fuel, oil, and transmission
fluid move through systems with
increasingly tight tolerances. Even
microscopic contaminants can cause
gradual wear that may not be
immediately visible but eventually
surfaces as higher fuel consumption,
reduced power, unplanned downtime,
or shortened component life. When
filtration is treated as a basic
replacement item rather than a
protective system, these problems
accumulate quietly in the background.

According to TrucksDekho.com, this is
where smarter filters begin to make a
meaningful difference. Not all filters
are designed with the same objective.
Basic disposable filters are engineered
to meet minimum requirements,
whereas smarter filters are designed to
consistently protect over time without
compromising airflow. High-
performance air filters, for instance,
use multiple layers of oiled cotton
gauze instead of conventional paper.
This design allows the engine to
breathe more freely while still
capturing fine dust and debris,
resulting in steadier performance,
sharper throttle response, and reduced
wear on internal components.

Longevity is another critical
distinction. Traditional air filters are
typically discarded and replaced every
12,000 to 15,000 miles. Washable and

B February 2026/Vol.-12/Issue-02

reusable filters, by contrast, can
operate for significantly longer
intervals and, with proper care, often
last the lifetime of the vehicle. The
same principle applies beyond the air
intake system. Transmission filters
play a crucial role in preventing debris
from reaching sensitive valves and
gears, where even minor
contamination can lead to poor
shifting, overheating, or long-term
damage.

Astronger fleet begins to emerge at this
point. Strength, in this context, is rather
about dependability than vehicle size
or engine output. Vehicles that spend
more time on the road and less time in
the workshop are easier to schedule,

casier to manage, and far less
expensive over time. Fewer
breakdowns mean fewer missed

deliveries, fewer emergency repairs,
and less disruption across the supply
chain.

Fleet logistics already focuses heavily
on route optimisation, fuel efficiency,
and driver behaviour. Filtration quietly
supports all of these efforts by reducing
mechanical risk at the foundation level.
Clean engines last longer. Clean fluids
protect high-value components. Over
time, maintenance shifts from reactive
problem-solving to predictable
planning, often the dividing line
between fleets that struggle to keep up
and those that operate with consistency
and control.

At this stage, filtration moves beyond
individual products and enters the
realm of filtration intelligence. While
smarter filters improve performance on
their own, filtration intelligence looks
at how those filters perform in real-
world conditions. It considers where
vehicles operate, how frequently they
run, the level of dust or pollution they
encounter, and how service life varies
accordingly.

Studies of air filters have also shown
that filtration efficiency and service life

can differ dramatically depending on
location and operating environment. In
some cities, filters remain effective for
thousands of hours; in others, they clog
far sooner. Treating every vehicle the
same incvitably leads to over-
maintenance in some cases and under-
protection in others, both of which
increase costs.

More advanced systems extend this
approach further by incorporating
sensors and diagnostics that indicate
when filtration efficiency begins to
decline. Maintenance teams can then
act before performance suffers or
failures occur. The focus shifts away
from replacing components on fixed
schedules and toward managing
outcomes, uptime, reliability, and cost
control.

From a cost perspective, this shift
changes the entire conversation.
Smarter filters and intelligent filtration
systems may carry a higher upfront
price, but they consistently reduce the
total cost of ownership. Fewer
replacements, lower labour
requirements, reduced fuel variability,
and fewer major repairs quickly oftset
the initial investment. For fleet
managers, the benefit appears as
operational stability and tighter budget
control. For individual vehicle owners,
it means fewer surprises, longer engine
life, and improved resale value.
Filtration has come a long way from the
oil-bath systems of earlier decades.
Advances in materials, manufacturing
techniques, and regulatory standards
have transformed filters into high-
precision components that support
efficiency, compliance, and
sustainability. When filtration is
approached with intention rather than
habit, it strengthens vehicles, stabilises
fleet operations, and reduces long-term
costs, often without drawing much
attention to itself.

That's the true value of prevention done
well. When it works, you barely notice
it. But over time, the results speak
clearly for themselves.
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BillionElectric Mobility Plans To
Deploy Over 500 Electric Trucks
In Financial Year 2027

n an effort to expand
commercial electric truck
operations in India, Billion
Electric Mobility (BillionE), an
E-Mobility-as-a-Service (eMaaS)
platform that specialises in electric
truck transportation, has raised USD
25 million in a growth capital round
using a combination of debt and
equity. Let's understand the roadmap
of the company for electric trucking
operations across the country.

With the new funding, BillionE
Mobility is moving from pilot
programs to extensive commercial
operations. In accordance with
customer demand and current
financing arrangements, the company
plans to deploy more than 500 electric
trucks during FY27 and has a pipeline
of more than 1,500 electric trucks over
the nexttwo to three years.

The raised funds will go towards fleet

The raised funds will go
towards fleet
management systems,
technology platforms
needed to facilitate
large-scale deployments,
charging and
operational
infrastructure, and
staggered fleet rollout

management systems, technology
platforms needed to facilitate large-
scale deployments, charging and
operational infrastructure, and
staggered fleet rollouts.

According to the company, financial

institutions and public sector banks,
including State Bank of India,

participated in the funding round,
which was supported by a group of
ultra-high net worth individuals and
family offices.

Sanjeev Kulkarni, CEO and Co-
founder, BillionE Mobility, said, “The
capital would help accelerate fleet
expansion, strengthen execution
capabilities and deepen partnerships
with customers seeking to decarbonise
their logistics operations,” reported
TrucksDekho.com.

The increased electric commercial
vehicle fleet of BillionElectric
Mobility is expected to serve diverse
industries, including cement,
automotive, third-party logistics,
metals, FMCG, chemicals, e-
commerce, pharmaceuticals, mining,
and other industries where regular
routes and high utilisation levels make
electrification economically feasible.
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Indian Commercial Vehicle
Industry Expects Its Best Financial
Year In FY2026, Driven By High

Replacement Demand

ccording to India's
leading commercial
vehicle manufacturers,
the commercial vehicle
sales, which are seen as a gauge of
economic activity, are expected to
experience their best fiscal years to
date in FY2026 and FY2027 due to a
significant increase in replacement
demand following tax rationalisation.
Sales for this fiscal year are
anticipated to exceed the pre-
pandemic 'Y 19 record of 1.07 million
units. Here are the details.
We have recently analysed the sales
growth of Q3 FY26 and seen that the
Indian commercial vehicle industry
has got a push after the GST 2.0
reform. Tax rationalisation has
increased the customer sentiment and
freight activity across the country.
During the festive season, the rising
demand also boosted the consumption
and logistics operations. Despite the
seasonal demand drag during Q3
FY26, structural forces continue to
underpin the growth trajectory of the
commercial vehicle segment.
The demand for commercial vehicles
has been supported by attempts to
build infrastructure, a growth in
industrial production, and the growing
formalisation of the logistics sector.
Urban and peri-urban freight transit
has grown as organised retail, e-
commerce, and quick commerce
continue to proliferate throughout
Indian cities. In order to support last-
mile delivery and distribution
networks, larger fleets of light and
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medium-sized commercial vehicles
are NOW necessary.

According to data from SIAM, Indian
CV sales increased by 21.5% YoY to
2.90,085 units in the October-
December quarter after the goods and
services tax reforms reduced the GST
on the majority of commercial
vehicles, including trucks, pick-ups,
buses, and 3-wheelers, from 28% to
18% effective September 22, 2025.
CV sales increased 10% YoY to
7,54,067 units over the April-
December period.

Shenu Agarwal, Managing Director
and CEQO, Ashok Leyland, said, “Year
to date, December 2025 has witnessed
a good growth in the CV industry,
driven by continued infrastructure
growth and GST rationalisation. If the
current momentum continues, we are
looking at the best year for FY26 and
FY27 aswell.”

He highlighted, “The total number of
medium, heavy and light commercial
vehicles aged between 10-15 years
plying on roads is 4.8 million units. Of
this, an estimated 1.9 million are
MHCVsand 2.9 million are LCVs.”
Girish Wagh, Managing Director and
CEO, Tata Motors, said, “There has
been a significant uptick in volumes
last quarter. The maximum growth has
come in for intermediate, light and
medium commercial vehicles
(ILMCVs), followed by small
commercial vehicles and heavy-duty
trucks. We expect this momentum to
carry on into the next year.”

He noted, “Freight demand has been
growing 5-6% in billion tonne-
kilometre (BTKM) terms in the last
few years, indicating an increase in
carrying capacity and a shift to larger
multi-axle trucks. Due to the
relaxation of axle-load norms and the
shift to larger multi-axle trucks,
carrying capacity had increased, but
volumes remained largely flat in the
last couple of years. But here on, as
economic activity and GDP grow, we
will see an increase in volumes,”
reported TrucksDekho.com.
According to the National Statistics
Office's first advance estimate of GDP,
India's economy will expand by 7.4%
in 2025-2026. Compared to the 6.5%
growth in FY25, this is significantly
higher. Demand for transportation is
rising steadily across several key
industries, including steel, cement,
automobile, automotive parts, and e-
commerce. The CV fleet is typically
between seven and eight years old.
Given that the average age of the CV
fleet in the local market is at an all-
time high of 11 years, the industry
anticipates that the rise in replacement
demand following the GST drop
Even though
commercial vehicle sales growth in

would continue.

the first half of the fiscal year was only
3.9%, the pace has been bolstered by
rising utilisation levels, a resurgence
of mining and construction activities
following the end of the monsoon, and
government
infrastructure projects.

investment in
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Montra Electric
Becomes The First
Heavy-Duty Electric
Truck Manufacturer
In India To Get
Certification Under PM
E-DRIVE Scheme

s the first heavy-duty

electiric trweok

manufacturer in India to

be certified under the

Government of India's
PM E-DRIVE Scheme, Montra
Electric (e-M&HCV business
vertical), a division of the Murugappa
Group, has accomplished a major
milestone in the country's clean
mobility journey. The PM E-DRIVE-
certified Rhino 5538 EV is a crucial
lever in India's transition to net-zero
and cleaner industrial growth, since
heavy-duty vehicles contribute a
disproportionate amount of freight
emissions,

In order to expedite the deployment of
electric heavy-duty vehicles
throughout India's primary economic
sectors, Montra Electric aims to
collaborate closely with clients,
legislators, and ecosystem partners.
Let's explore more about the recent
developmentand its significance.

To further demonstrate its dedication to
promoting the development of electric
commercial vehicles, Montra Electric
delivered India's first PM E-DRIVE-
certified electric heavy truck, the
Rhino 5538 EV 6x4 tractor-trailer, to
UltraTech Cement. ArunMurugappan,
Chairman of Montra Electric (TI Clean
Mobility), flagged off and gave
UltraTech the first PM E-DRIVE-
certified Rhino 5538 EV.

At this occasion, Jalaj Gupta, MD of
Montra Electric (TT Clean Mobility),
and Sathia Raj, Chief Procurement

Officer of UltraTech Cement Limited,
were present, apart from
ArunMurugappan, Chairman of
Montra Electric (T Clean Mobility), to
celebrate this milestone, highlighting
its importance for India's clean
mobility ecosystem.

By greatly strengthening the business
case for electrification, the recent
recognition is expected to accelerate
the adoption of electric heavy-duty
trucks throughout India's
manufacturing, mining, logistics, and
infrastructure sectors. The
accreditation represents a significant
step towards cleaner, more efficient,
and future-ready freight movement by
allowing big fleet operators and
industrial customers to switch from
conventional fuels without sacrificing
performance, uptime, or economics.

With an outlay of Rs 500 crore set up
for electric trucks under the Rs 10,900
crore PM E-DRIVE initiative,
customers stand to gain up to Rs 9.6
lakh for every Rhino 5538 EV. By
cutting operating costs, reducing
susceptibility to fuel price volatility,
and encouraging adherence to
changing sustainability and emission
standards, the incentive enhances long-
term fleet economics.

Commenting on the occasion, H.D.
Kumaraswamy, Union Minister for
Heavy Industries, said, “The PM E-
DRIVE scheme is a testament to the
growing prowess of Indian innovation
in the heavy-duty electric vehicle

segment. Under the wvisionary

leadership of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, we are committed to
decarbonising our logistics and making
India a global hub for EV
manufacturing.”

He added, “Electric trucks are pivotal
to our Net Zero goals, and by fostering
a self-reliant ecosystem through such
certifications, we are driving the spirit
of AtmanirbharViksit Bharat. We are
very happy to see our Prime Minister's
vision coming to life with the 1st PM E-
Drive certified heavy-duty electric
truck from 'Montra Electric' getting
delivered today.”

Highlighting the recent milestone,
ArunMurugappan, Chairman, Montra
Electric (TI Clean Mobility), said,
“Decarbonising freight is one of the
most critical challenges in India's
energy transition. We are grateful to the
Government of India and our Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
introducing forward-looking and
progressive policy frameworks such as
the PM E-DRIVE Scheme, which
represent a welcome and
transformative step in accelerating this
shift, particularly in heavy commercial
vehicles where emissions intensity is
high.”

He further added, “At Montra Electric,
we are proud to contribute to this
national mission by delivering
technologically advanced, reliable, and
scalable electric M&HCV solutions
that can drive meaningful and lasting
change in India's mobility ecosystem,”
reported TrucksDekho.com.

The Rhino 5538 EV Tractor Trailer,
which comes in 6x4 and 4x2 trailer
variants, is designed especially for
Indian working conditions. Montra
Electric Rhino 5538 EV 4x2 Tractor
Trailer has six-minute battery
swapping capability with a 282 kWh
LFP (Lithium-Ferro Phosphate)
battery that produces 380 hp and 2000
Nm of torque, and a range of about 198
km under typical test conditions.

Because of these cutting-edge features,
the Montra Electric Rhino 5538 EV is
ideal for high-utilisation, fixed-route,
and hub-to-hub applications in steel
plants, ports, mining operations,
cement logistics, and long-haul freight
corridors — all of which have a
substantial impact on India's freight
emissions footprint.

5
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Aptiv Partners With Major
Commercial Vehicle Brands To
Supply Generation-6 ADAS
Platforms For Future Trucks & Buses

norder to deliver its Generation

6 Advanced Driver Assistance

System (ADAS) platform for

upcoming trucks and buses,
Aptiv PLC has announced a major
agreement with a top commercial
vehicle manufacturer in India. The
partnership precedes the projected
2027 regulatory requirements and is
Aptiv's first ADAS partnership with
an Indian commercial vehicle OEM.
Read more.

Aptiv's modular ADAS software,
which is currently being produced on
over 40 million vehicles worldwide, is
based on a uni-voltage architecture. It
supports over-the-air updates through
Aptiv's LINC Software Platform and
Wind River's VxWorks real-time
operating system. This platform will
be integrated across 14 commercial
vehicle models and more than 30
variants for Aptiv's new OEM partner.

The collaboration comes after Aptiv
made significant investments in
India's automotive industry. In
Chennai, the brand expanded its
manufacturing facilities in 2024 and
established a technical centre in 2025.
Currently, Aptiv India employs 13,000
people nationally in seven
manufacturing facilities, four
technical centres, and one tooling
centre, including 2,500 engineers.

The Gen 6 ADAS platform integrates
STRADVISION's Al-based vision
system with Aptiv's Generation 8
radar and Generation 7 smart camera
technologies. In order to identify
Indian road conditions, this software
solution has been specially modified
to detect three-wheelers, large
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animals, and vulnerable road users
like cyclists and pedestrians. It is
expected to meet the projected 2027
regulatory requirements in India.

Larger blind areas, challenging
operating conditions, heavy-duty
driving cycles, and longer working
hours are some of the special
difficulties that commercial vehicle
applications face in comparison to
passenger cars. Compared to
traditional setups, Aptiv's ADAS
platform reduces system complexity
while meeting these objectives.

Javed Khan, Executive Vice President
& President, Intelligent Systems,
Aptiv, emphasised, “The company's
readiness to support Indian OEMs
with cost-effective safety solutions
tested for local needs. The technology
builds on systems already deployed in
millions of vehicles across Europe,
North America, and the Asia Pacific.”

ArunDevaraj, Vice President &
Managing Director, Intelligent

|

Systems, Aptiv Asia Pacific (Non-
China), noted, “India's mobility
ecosystem 1is experiencing rapid
evolution driven by regulatory and
consumer expectations. The
partnership demonstrates Aptiv's
strategy of working closely with
OEMs to ensurc regulatory
compliance and optimised
performance,” reported
TrucksDekho.com.

As the commercial vehicle sector
prepares for more stringent safety
regulations in the coming years, the
recent announcement puts Aptiv in a
strong position to make a significant
contribution to India's commercial
vehicle safety revolution. It is
anticipated that upcoming safety
regulations will require new
commercial vehicles to have safety
technologies like autonomous
emergency braking, lane departure
warnings, blind spot recognition, and
pedestrian and obstacle detection
systems.
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NHAI Seeks Urgent
Action to Improve
Mobile Network
Connectivity on
National Highways

dentifying critical mobile
network connectivity issues
across several stretches of
National Highways, NHAI has
sought the intervention of the
Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) and the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) to issue
appropriate directions to Telecom
Service Providers (TSPs) for
addressing non-availability of the
mobile network connectivity on
several stretches of National
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Highways, particularly on greenfield
and remote sections. Emphasizing the
public safety implications and the
strategic significance of the National
Highway network, NHAI has called
for an expeditious and coordinated
approach to improve mobile network
connectivity on the National Highway
corridors across the country.

As part of a comprehensive
assessment undertaken by NHAI, 424
locations covering about 1,750 km
across the National Highway network

have been identified as critically
affected due to non-availability of the
mobile network connectivity. Detailed
information on these locations has
been compiled and formally shared
with the Department of
Telecommunications and TRAI for
necessary action.

As the National Highway corridors
traverses through remote and rural
areas, absence of dependable mobile
network coverage on these sections
adversely impacts National Highway
operations, response
mechanism and delivery of
technology-enabled public services.

In addition, NHAT has requested TRAIT
to issue necessary directions to

emergency

telecom operators for dissemination of
proactive SMS or Flash SMS alerts at
geo-mapped accident-prone locations,
including stretches affected by stray
cattle movement and other identified
hazards. These alerts are intended to
reach road users prior to their arrival at
such locations, enabling timely
caution and safer driving behavior. A
list of accident-prone stretches
frequently impacted by stray cattle has
also been shared with TRAL

By seeking intervention to address
mobile network connectivity gaps and
enhancing safety along National
Highways, NHAI reaffirms its
commitment to working in close
coordination with all concerned
stakeholders to ensure that National
Highway network is not only
physically well-connected but is also
digitally enabled. These efforts align
with NHAI's broader objective of
delivering safe, efficient and user-
centric National Highway
infrastructure for citizens across the
country.

X
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The Red Highway

Cargo Transportation Through
National Highway 45

n essential part of India's
supply chain and logistics
ecosystem is the
movement of cargo
materials along national highways
(NHs). National highways serve as
high-capacity conduits linking
manufacturing hubs, ports,
agricultural mandis, mining belts and
consuming centres, with road
transport making up the majority of
freight transportation in the country.

These highways carry a
disproportionately large volume of
freight traffic despite making up a
small section of India's whole road
network, underscoring their
significance in facilitating smooth
transportation throughout states and
regions. To know more, read along
with TrucksDekho.com about one of
the major national highways in India—
NH 45 — connecting the key mining
states Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh.

By connecting its many stretches and
expediting the movement of different
commodities, National Highway 45
serves as the backbone of the cargo
transportation system. Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh are
connected by this highway. This route
previously used to end in Madhya
Pradesh's Jabalpur. To improve
connectivity, the NH 45 was extended
from Jabalpur to Bilaspur in
Chhattisgarh in 2016. As a result, trade
grows within the towns, cities, and
districts, which strengthens the
economy.

The NH45 section from Gadasarai to
Kota Mohandi via Amarkantak is
currently excluded to protect wildlife
in the Amarkantak Hill Range and
Achanakmar Wildlife Sanctuary,
whereas the stretch from Gadasarai to
Kota Mohandi via Bajang Mal,
HanumatKhol, and Pandariya is
included. The total length of the NH 45
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is 676 km, of which the majority is
covered in Madhya Pradesh, and the
restis in Chhattisgarh.

Entry Point of NH 45: Obaidullagan;j
in Raisen District of Madhya Pradesh

Exit Point of NH 45: Bilaspur of
Chhattisgarh

Important Junctions On National
Highway 45:

*NH 46 Terminal - Near
Obaidullaganj, Madhya Pradesh

* NH 44 Interchange - Near Paloha
Village, Madhya Pradesh

* NH 34 Terminal - Near Jabalpur,
Madhya Pradesh

* NH 30 Terminal - Near Jabalpur,
Madhya Pradesh

* NH 543 Terminal - Near Dindori,
Madhya Pradesh

* NH 130A Terminal - Near Bilaspur,
Chhattisgarh

* NH 130 Terminal - Near Bilaspur,
Chbhattisgarh

Because fast and efficient cargo
movement reduces logistics costs,
improves just-in-time goods delivery
systems, and draws investment, the
infrastructure improvements on NH
45 are directly related to regional
economic growth. Increased capacity
makes heavy-duty trucks more
competitive for both producers and
exporters by cutting down on trip
times to industrial clusters and
agricultural markets.

All kinds of commercial vehicles,
from trucks and tractor-trailers to
regular buses and tempo travellers, are
allowed on National Highway 45.
There is a preferred 80 kmph speed
limit for different commercial vehicles
like trucks, trailers, and tippers.

Different Toll Plazas On National
Highway 45:

» Sarasdol Toll Plaza - Jabalpur/
Raisen, Madhya Pradesh

 Harshili Toll Plaza - Bareli Bypass
Goharganj Stretch, MP

» Vishankheda Toll Plaza - Jabalpur-
Bhopal Section, MP

= Khiriya Toll Plaza - Between
Sindoor River & Bareli, MP
* Mudiyapara Toll
Chbhattisgarh

* Chhubhipali Toll Plaza - Chhattisgarh
India's first highway with tabletop red
thermoplastic road markings is
Madhya Pradesh's 2-kilometre-long
Hiran—Sindoor section of NH-45 that
passes through a ghat part of an
environmentally sensitive forest
corridor, This represents a daring
attempt to combine future ADAS
compatibility, animal conservation,
and human psychology. The bright red
surface is slightly elevated, visually
prominent, and intentionally designed
to prompt instinctive slowing, in
contrast to traditional speed breakers
or rumble strips.

Reducing vehicle speeds in wildlife
zones without causing sudden braking,
vehicle damage, or driver discomfort—
all of which are thought to be major
causes of animal-vehicle incidents in
wooded corridors — is the goal. Dubai
has shown how specific, eye-catching
interventions can affect driving
behaviour and reduce accident rates by
using visually different surfaces on
Sheikh Zayed Road, especially for
caution zones and public transport
lanes. The same is experimented with
on this national highway.

Considering the expected rise in
freight demand throughout India's
road network, extensions of NH 45
accommodate future traffic
development, India's experiment of
providing coloured road treatments
highlights a change from highway
design that is solely focused on
transportation to a more
comprehensive safety model that
incorporates behavioural research,
ecology. and vehicle technology.

Plaza -
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A Trusted Name in Transportation For Years Gone & Years to Come

ASSOCIATED ROAD CARRIERS LIMITED

NATION-WIDE 4500 DESTINATIONS AND 575 OUTLETS IN 375 CITIES
EQUIPPED WITH ADEQUATE STORAGE, HANDLING & COMMUNICATION FACILITIES

Registered Office: Office Corporate:
Surya Towers, 3rd Floor, 105, S.P.Road, PB No.1661
Secunderabad - 500 003, (Telangana)

Ph.: 27845400, 27841603, Fax : 040-27848869

"OM TOWERS" 9th Floor, 32, Jawaharlal
Nehru Road, Kolkata - 700 071,
Ph.: 40253535, 22265795

DELHI BOOKING OFFICE

Kashmiri Gate 1564, Main Church Road, Kashmiri Gate, Delhi - 110006 9310659975 23867271
Kamla Market 236, Asaf Ali Road side, Kamla Market, New Delhi - 110002 9350186924 23237429
Okhla F-32/6, Okhla Industrial Estate, Phase-Il, New Delhi - 110020 9312103405 26384881
Okhla Indl Estate : Shop No.7, Okhla Industrial Estate, Opp. Luxor Pen Company,

Near Modo Flour Mill, New Delhi - 110020 9313540025 9990085312
Noida F-62, Sector - 8, Near Dainik Jagran Press, Noida -201301 7838900483  0120-2422180 2422771
Faridabad 18/1, Mathura Road, Near Ajrounda Chowk, Faridabad - 121001 9350553301 9717773757 0129-2283542
Gurgaon Shiv Ashram Palam Gurgaon Road, Dundahera Gurgaon - 122016 (Haryana) 8930198012 7995000449
Gandhinagar 1123/55, Multani Mohalla, Gandhi Nagar, Delhi - 110031 8010082244
Phoolbagh : WZ-40/7, Phool Bagh, Rohtak Road, New Delhi - 110035 7838900136 28312286, 28312063
Nangloi 580/2/2, Goga Marg, Firni Road, Mundka, Delhi - 110041 9312064194 7995000433
Naraina CB/382/11, Indira Market, Ring Road, Naraina, New Delhi - 110028 7995000434 9310657970
Vishwash Nagar : 10/127, 18, Quarter Road, Near Radha Krishan Mandir, Viswasnagar,

Shahdara, Delhi - 110032 9312099713 7995000479
U.P.Border Rawalpindi Garden, C/2/11, Opp. New Telephone Exchange, P.O.Chikamberpur,

U.P.Border - 201 006 (UP) 7995000457 9313544020
Karolbagh :  949/3, Naiwala, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005 9313834836 7995000429
Chajjupur 12/29, Main Chajjupur Gate, Babarpur Road, Shahadara, Delhi -110032 9350187302 22832404
Sadar Bazar Shop No. 58, New Kutab Road, Sadar Bazar, Delhi - 110006 9350186138 7995000436
Sanjay Gandhi BG-316, Sanjay Gandhi TPT Nagar, Near Delhi Dharam Kanta, Delhi - 110042 27832833 45170449
Kundli Shop No.11, Lakhmi Pyau, Kundli Border (Kamla Market) Sonepat (HR) 131028 7995000438 7428388316 9541905794
Rama Road 61, Rama Road, Near Bisleri, New Delhi - 110015 9310658047 7995000427 25410794
Manesar Shop No.4, Pepsi Dhaba, Near Apna Ghar, Delhi Jaipur Highway, Village Shikhapur,

More, Manesar - 122001 7838900139 7995000453 7995000448
G.T.Karnal B-96, G.T.Karnal Road, Behind Telephone Exchange, G.T.Karnal Road, Delhi - 110033 9310657964 7995000433
Narela Shop No.22, Chamanlal Market Main, Narela, Alipur Road, Bhorgarh, Delhi - 110040 7995000432 7995000428
Bawana "Plot Khasra No.154/1/3, Opp.Indene Petrol Pump, Outer Firni Road, Pooth Khurd,

Bawana Industrial Area, Delhi - 110 039 " 9310655231 7995000425

DELHI REGIONAL OFFICE
1202A & 1203, D Mall, Netaji Subhash Place, Delhi-110 034

Ph.: 43590000  Fax: 43590099 + Customer Care : 43590012
Email: dlh@arclimited.com - Visit us at : www.arclimited.com
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Safe Winter Driving

7 Tips For

SAFE WINTER DRIVING

for Truckers

TAKE IT SLOW
- i

When the weather is bad. even the speed limit
can be too fast. Go as slow as you have to in
order to be safe and keep control of the truck.

SPLIT FROM
THE PACK

Traffic often travels in "packs”, and the last
GIVE vouRSELF place you want to be is in the middle of one.

SOME SPACE Space yourself out from the larger clumps of

vehicles to reduce the risk of accidents.

Make sure to give as much space between
yourself and other vehicles as possible. If
visibility is low and you can see the tail lights of
the car in front of you. you're too close.

4 PLAN FORTHE ;
WEATHER |

Keep an eye on the weather reports. so that - FlL.— Youn

you know when difficult conditions are coming . g
and can prepare in advance. P FUEL TANK
ate

The extra weight will
keep your tires on the
ground and prevent
slipping.

STOCKUP ON EXTRA
EQUIPMENT

Good snow trucking gear includes chains.
‘bungees. gloves. flashlights. winter boots.
warm clothings. washer fluid. and anti-gel.

USE GOOD JUDGEMENT

, If conditions seem too dangerous for you to

make the trip at all. call it off. A missed deadline
is better than an accident

X
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Parliament Session

” 'HﬂHJ | ‘Hu

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO - 576
ANSWERED ON - 04/02/2026
CASHLESS GOLDEN-HOUR TREATMENT SCHEME FOR ROAD ACCIDENT VICTIMS

576 SHRIMEDA RAGHUNADHA REDDY:
Will the Minister of ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAY'S be pleased to state:

(a) the present status of cashless golden-hour treatment scheme for road accident victims, including its scope and operation framework, and the
details thereof;

(b) the States and Union Territories covered under the pilot phase so far and the outcomes achieved in terms of lives saved and claims settled,;
(c) whether Andhra Pradesh has been included or proposed to be included under the scheme;
(d)ifso, the details thereof; and
(e) the timeline envisaged by the Government for nationwide rollout of the cashless goldenhour treatment scheme?
ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF ROAD TRANSPORTAND HIGHWAY S

(SHRINITIN JAIRAM GADKARI)

(a) to (e): Section 162 of Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, inserted vide Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2019, mandates the Central Government to
formulate a scheme for the cashless treatment of victims of the accident during the golden hour. Accordingly, Cashless Treatment for Road
Accident Victims Scheme, 2025 (Scheme) has been notified vide S.0. 2015(E) dated 05.05.2025. Further, comprehensive guidelines detailing
the process flow, roles and responsibilities of various stakeholders, and the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for its implementation have
beenissued vide S.0. 2489 (E) dated 04.06.2025.

Key features of the Scheme are as under:

(i) Treatment cover up to Rs. 1.5 lakh per victim will be provided, subject to a maximum cap of 7 days from date of accident. The treatment cover
will be available to those victims who are involved in road accidents caused by use of motor vehicles across any category of road.

(ii) Every motor vehicle road accident victim shall be provided with stabilization treatment for upto 24 hours in non-life-threatening cases and
upto 48 hours in life-threatening cases at designated hospitals, subject to police response.

(1i1) This statutory scheme will take precedence over any other Central / State level schemes.

(iv) Treatment will be provided based on the latest Health Benefits Packages developed by National Health Authority.

(v) The scheme is jointly funded with contributions by General Insurance companies for cases where the offending Motor Vehicle is insured and
budgetary support for cases involving uninsured motor vehicles or Hitand Run Motor Accidents.

(vi) Claims raised by hospitals for providing treatment to be reimbursed from the Motor Vehicle Accident Fund.

(vii) The Scheme is being implemented through the amalgamation of two existing platforms, i.e. eDAR (electronic Detailed Accident Report)
used by Police officials for reporting of accidents and TMS 2.0 (Transaction Management System) of National Health Authority (NHA) used by
hospitals for treatment, claim submission and processing of payments.

Further, a complete digital trail for the Scheme will exist from the time of accident reporting through the 112 Emergency Response Support
System (ERSS) platform to victim admission, treatment, police authentication, claim processing and final payment.

The Scheme has been formulated under the legal mandate of Section 162 of the Motor Vehicle Act, 1988 and therefore has a pan India
applicability.

To develop on-ground readiness of the States and UTs and to assess the potential implementation challenges prior to its national roll out, pilot
program was carried out in 6 States / UTs, namely, Chandigarh, Assam, Punjab, Uttarakhand, Haryana and Puducherry. During pilot
implementation out of the total number of 6,833 treatment requests raised, 5,480 victims have been found eligible and received cashless
treatment as per the Scheme provisions. The total fund disbursed under the Motor Vehicle Accident Fund is Rs.73,88,848/-.

X
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twa Eway Bill Dashboard

Last updated on 15th December 2025 | Data as on 30th November 2025
Number of daily EWBs generated across different types (in lacs per day) - Monthly
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Diesel Dashboard
Last updated on 21st March 2024 | Data as on 21st March 2024

Diesel Price Average of 4 metros since 2017
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Toll Collection Dashboard
Last updated on 9th April 2025 | Data as on 30th June 2025
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Statistics

- Air Freight

TOTAL FREIGHT (INT'L+DOM.) Freight (in MT.)
Freight (in MT.) | S. | Airport For The Month For The Period April To Dec.
S. [ Airport For The Month For'IhePeuodA;mlToDec no. Dec. [ Dec. [ % [2025-26]2024-25] %
no. Dec. | Dec. | % |2025-26]2024-25] % 2025 | 2024 | Change Change
2025 | 2024 | Change Change | | (F) 70 Domestic Airports
(A) 18 International Airports 67 [Gorakhpur 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 -
1 [Amritsar 2171 272.0] -20.2] 2792.4] 2839.1 1.6 | |68 |Gwalior 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 -
2 [Ayodhya 0.0 0.0 , 0.0 0.0 ~| 169 |Hindon 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 -
3 |Bhubaneswar 7049 | 7342 40| 6963.8| 66018 41| [70_|Hubbali 21.7 17.8 22.0| 1724] 2152) -19.9
4 |Chennai 35405.0 | 32589.1 8.6 | 317097.1 | 281839.8 12.5 | |71 |HyderabadBenrp) 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 5
5 |Coimbatore 975.7| 1008.6 3.3 10078.0] 9171.2 9.9 | [72_[ltanagar(Holongi) 1.3 0.0 E 14.0 0.0 2
6 [Goa 6405 5314 20.5| 4359.6] 39625 10.0 | |73 |Jabalpur 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 -
7 |Tmphal 6534 6476 09| 45933 4592.7 —| [74_|Jaisalmer 0.0 0.0 E 0.0 0.0 :
8 |Kolkata 14603.7 | 135453 7R [ 1259176 | 1260127 08| |75 _|Jalgaon 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0
9 [Kozhikode 13383 | 1755.7| -23.8| 141529 16278.7| _-13.1 | |26 lJammu 78.8 936 -158] 56211 B803.5] -30.0
10 |Kushinagar 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 —1 |77 _|Jamnagar 4.8 59.9 -91.9 130.2 184.1 -29.3
11_|[Port Blair 1054.0| 823.8 280 6931.2[ 5969.1 16.1 | |78 |Jharsuguda 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 -
12 [Rajkot (Hirasar) 130.0 533 - 666.6] 4781 304 | [79_|Jodhpur 20.6 11.5 78.7| 1222 92.0 32.7
13_[Srinagar 6712 7012 43| 18268 77974 0.4 | (80 lJorhat 4.7 83| -436| 1058 1086 -2.6
14 [Surat 573.6] 4517 27.0] 60232 50343 196 | (81 Juhu 17.4 2181 -203| 1840] 1883 2.3
15[ Tiruchirappalli 631.6] 3613 125 5342.9] 4830.1 10.6 | |82 |Kalaburagi(Gulbarga 0.0 0.0 E 0.0 0.0 -
6 | Tirupati 40.2 9.6 - 1950 70.7 —] (83 |Kandla - 0.0 0.0 = 0.0 0.0 2
17 [Varanasi 551.6] 4133 33.5| 56353 477L1 18.1 | |84 |Kanpur(Chakeri) 10.7 8.9 197 1412 81.3 73.7
18 |Vijayawada 862| 1074| -19.7] 864.5] 8868 25| (85 |Kanpur(Civil) 0.0 0.0 E 0.0 0.0 =
Total 58277.1] 54205.5 7.5 510440.2 | 482126.1 7.7] 8¢ léﬁs‘_mdflf”“ﬂé’@fh 0.0 0.0 2 0.0 0.0 :
(B) 6 PPP Tnternational Airports 38 {Kishangarh O T Y, Y)Y
19 [Ahmedabad 11593.0 ] 8769.4 32.2] 100299.1 | 77320.3 29.7 | 39 TKalhapur 00 0.0 - 0.0 00 N
20 [Guwahati 2887.81 2713.5 6.4 22313.6| 19917.8 12.0 | [90 |Kota 0.0 0.0 = 0.0 0.0 E
21 |Jaipur 2656.7| 2075.2 28.0 [ 20578.5 | 16488.2 248 | 191 |Lakhimpur(Lilabari 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.2 "
22 |Lucknow 1664.4| 1769.1 -5.9] 16978.2 | 16656.4 1.9 ] 192 |Leh 138.0 155.1 110l 119231 13676 _12.8
23 |Mangalore 252.6 95.2 - 1830.1 1857.6 -1.5 | 193 |Ludhiana 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 -
24 |Thiruvananthapuran] 14358 | 17842 -19.5| 16309.6 | 17351.6 -6.0 | [94 |Mohanhari(Dibugarh)| — 79.0 84,2 61| 8832| 757.8 16.5
Total 204903 | 17206.6 19.1 [178309.1 [149591.9 19.2 | [95 [Moradabad 00 0.0 2 0.0 0.0
(C) 7TV International Airports 96_|[Mysuru 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 .
25 [Bangalore (BIAL)| 45213.0] 40481.0]  11.7]399376.0] 3808770 49 g; g:ﬁfn";gr gg gg - g-g g‘g =
26 |Delhi (DIAL) 90650.5| 93753.9 6.3 | 858691.3| 8330356 T1| B The o 5 - s = -
27 |Hyderabad (GHIAL) | 15781.7] 13584.5 16.2 | 136243.6] 1258320 2 Wl oy e o o = e o T
28 [Kannur (KTAL) 1677 183.0]  -88[ 3067.7] 31887 38| fprrmodo8d =5 o — 33 55 =
29 |Kochi 5276.1]  4615.6 14.3| 52252.9] 46027.5 B35 12 [Puducherry 0.0 00 - 00 00 -
30 [Mumbai(MIAL) | 81229.6] 74273.7 9.4 [693738.4] 671073.6 34| Ho5Raie: Bas 2367 5T 21071 38599 3
31 |Nagpur 715.4]  840.8] -149| 7351.4| 6811.8 79| Hoa Ra'Ph 7l - - : - -
jahmundry 3.2 1.6 97.6 28.7 16.3 75.9
Total 248034.0(227733.4] 8.9 PIS07213120669170] 4.1 (105 Ranchi Ol A B b A AR 75
(D) 3 ST Govt./Pvt. INTL Airports 106 [Rewa 0.0 0.0 = 0.0 0.0 5
32 [Goa (MOPA) 2802 3255[ -13.9] 2159.0] 2293.5 -5.9 | [107|Rupsi 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 -
33 [Shirdi 4.9 148  -66.9 442 814 -45.8 | [108[Safdarjung 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 -
34 [ Navi Mumbai paviag) 1.2 0.0 z 1.2 0.0 _| [109][Salem 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 -
Total 286.3| 3404 -159]| 22044 2374.9 7.2 | [110]Shimla 0.0 0.0 = 0.0 0.0 .
(E) 12 Custom Airports 111 S_holapur 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Aaala PR 4657 59T 45754 39980 7= [112[Silchar 74.0 74.4 06| 6474 4965 304
36 | Aurangabad 980 7190 I6.3] 10379 688.8 50.7] |3 [Tezpur 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 16.5 -
37 [Bagdogra 6796 757.5] -103] 73149] 7063.1 36| [Lld]Tezu .0 0.0 2 00 9.0
3% |Bhopal [9%.8] 1906 43 1863.1] 17973 3.6 |15 |Tuticorin L1 0.8 30.1 9.0 6.4 40.0
39 [Chandigarh 1086.2 | 9854 10.2 | 10921.1 | 11264.9 3.7 | [L16[Udaipur 84.4 34.1 -] 396.5[ 2350 68.7
40 |Gaya 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 -] | Total 1755.0] 16934 3.6[17523.4|16684.1 5.0
4T _[Tndore 8275 8I5.8 A S8T72] 76325 153 :
42 [Madurai 766.5] 2955 TS Jeeea] a7 |2} StUSVL/ vt Aurpatty
R T 2001 7587 S5 8R9T2 [ 68515 598 [117 [Aizawl(Lengpui) 84.1] 158.9] -47.1] 966.5] 9723 0.6
44 [Pune 34743 | _3823.0 [7.0] 38979.0] 31116.5] _ 25.3 Hg i“é;j‘.'kh g-g g-g 2 gg 0.0 -
45 [Vadodara 832 2145] -61.2] 13422 1266.1 6.0 mbikapur - : i : 0.0
46 |Visakhapatnam | 240.6 | 4653 | 483 | 3397.2] 3202.6] 6.1 | [20]Amravat L O o I 71| O
Total 9692.7] _8843.0 9.6 90451.4] 77787.9 16.3 :gé g’ﬂ‘“ffﬂfh - g-g g-g - 8~8 8'8
(F) 70 Domestic Airports L 0.0 00 : 00] 0.0
Adampur (Jakandhar) 0.0 0.0 = 0.0 0.0 - | 124 [Bilaspur 0.0 0.0 z 0.0 0.0
48 Agatti 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.1 -] 25 [Chitkoot 0.0 0.0 = 0.0 0.0
49 Agra 6.6 7.0 -6.1 90.0 370 - 126 Dazia 0.0 00 ) 0.0 0.0
50 _|Barapani(Shillong) 0.0 0.0 = 0.0 0.0 - | 127 [Durgapur 93.2 24.8 -| 6508 2555
51 [Bareilly 0.0 0.0 > 0.0 0.0 - | [T28 [Hisar 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0
52 |Belagavi 0.5 3.1 -84.6 5.1 20.3 -74.8 | [129 [Jagdalpur 0.0 0.0 o 0.0 0.0
53 |Bhatinda 0.0 0.0 & 0.0 0.0 - | [T30 [Tamshedpur 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0
54 |Bhavnagar 0.0 0.0 = 0.0 0.0 - | [T3T [Teypore 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0
55 |Bhyj 03 04 337 78 75 9.8 | 132 [Kurnool 0.0 0.0 = 0.0 0.0
56 | Bhuntarg<uluMaxii) 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 -] [133 [Mundra 0.0 0.0 S 0.0 0.0
57 |Bikaner 0.0 0.0 Z 0.0 0.0 —| [134 [Nanded 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0
58 [Coochbeher 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 - | [135 |Nasik(Hal Ozar) 949.1 314.7 -| 6701.6] 2620.6
59 [Cuddapah 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 - | [136 [Pasighat 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0
60 |Darbhanga 354 31.2 13.5| 4940| 3444 43.4 | [I37 |Pithoragarh 0.0 0.0 2 0.0 0.0
61 |Dehradun 1122] 1016 10.5| 1596.6| 16353.5 3.4 | (138 |[Rourkela 0.0 0.0 < 0.0 0.0
62 |Deoghar 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 - | |139 [Shivamogga 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0
63 |Dimapur 87.3 83.1 5.0 984.1 937.7 49| [140 [Shravasti 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0
64 |Diu 0.0 0.0 z 0.0 0.0 —| (141 |Sindhudurg 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0
65 |Gagaal(Kangra) 00 0.0 = 0.0 00 7| [3Z[Utkela 0.0 0.0 = 0.0 0.0
66 |Gondia 0.0 0.0 = 0.0 0.0 | 143 [Vijayanagar 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0
144 | Ziro 0.0 0.0 3 0.0 0.0
W February 2026/Vol.-12/Issue-02 S Total 11263 4984 -1 83250 38484 5
Grand Total (ABHCHDHEHFHG)[339661.7]310521.6 9.4]2966975.02799330.4 6.0
Source: A.A.L
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Cashless Treatment to
Road Accident Victims

the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988,

Cashless Treatment for Road

Accident Victims Scheme, 2025
has been notified vide S.0. 2015(E)
dated 05.05.2025. Furthermore,
comprehensive guidelines detailing the
process flow, roles and responsibilities
of various stakeholders, and the
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)
for its implementation have been issued
vide S.0. 2489 (E) dated 04.06.2025.
Key features of the scheme are as
under:
Treatment covers up to Rs. 1.5 lakh per
victim will be provided, subject to a
maximum cap of 7 days from date of
accident. The treatment cover will be
available to those victims who are
involved in road accidents caused by
use of motor vehicles across any
category of road.
Every motor vehicle road accident
victim shall be provided with
stabilization treatment for upto 24
hours in non-life- threatening cases and
upto 48 hours in life- threatening cases
at designated hospitals, subject to
police response.
This statutory scheme will take
precedence over any other Central /
State level schemes.
The Scheme is being implemented
through the amalgamation of two
existing platforms, i.e. eDAR
(electronic Detailed Accident Report)

n accordance with the legal
mandate under Section 162 of

B February 2026/Vol.-12/Issue-02

used by Police officials for reporting of
accidents and TMS 2.0 (Transaction
Management System) of National
Health Authority (NHA) used by
hospitals for treatment, claim
submission and processing of
payments.

The reimbursement to hospitals is
being done through Motor Vehicle
Accident Fund (MVAF) which is
funded through contributions from
General Insurance companies for cases
where the offending Motor Vehicle is
insured and through budgetary support
for other-than-insured cases.

As per the Scheme guidelines notified
vide S.0. 2489 (E) dated 04.06.2025,
hospitals empanelled under the
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
ArogyaYojana (AB PM-JAY) shall be
automatically deemed designated
hospitals for the purposes of the
Scheme. Further, NHA has issued
detailed guidelines for designating and
onboarding of additional hospitals by
States & UTs vide OM S-
12018/81/2024 dated 20 May 2025.
The Scheme is being implemented
through the amalgamation of two
existing platforms, i.e. eDAR and TMS
2.0. The third-party insurance status of
the offending vehicle is captured on
eDAR as it is integrated with VAHAN
Portal.

The Government of India is already
implementing a separate Compensation
to Victims of Hit and Run Motor

Accidents Scheme with effect from
01.04.2022. Under this Scheme, a fixed
sum of Rs. 2 lakh is to be provided in
case of death, and a fixed sum of Rs.
50,000 is to be provided in case of
grievous hurt. The compensation is
provided to the victims of Hit & Run
motor accident as per a time- bound
procedure defined under the Scheme.

It may be noted that Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan ArogyaYojana (AB
PM-JAY) is a benefit-based health
insurance scheme, under which
beneficiaries are identified in advance.
In contrast, the Cashless Treatment for
Road Accident Victims Scheme, which
is a statutorily mandated scheme under
Section 162 of the Motor Vehicles Act,
1988 in which any road accident victim
caused by use of motor vehicle on any
category of road can be a beneficiary.

To ensure that the road accident victim
reaches the designated hospital within
golden hour, integration with 112
Emergency Response Support System
(ERSS) has been ensured. 112 operator
guides victim to the nearest designated
hospital and also provides facility of
ambulance, ifrequired.

The Treatment is provided to victims as
per standard Health Benefit packages of
NHA. Once the victim is discharged
from the Scheme, the hospital will have
to submit the claim along with
necessary documents to State Health
Agency (SHA).

The claim will be verified and approved
by the SHA. To ensure timely payments
to hospitals, a period of 10 days has
been defined from the claim being
approved by SHA for District
Collectors or General Insurance
Council to make the payments to the
concerned hospitals, as the case maybe.
A complete digital trail for the Scheme
will exist from the time of accident
reporting through the 112 ERSS
platform to victim admission,
treatment, police authentication, claim
processing and final payment.

Besides sensitizing the States/UTs, the
Sadak Suraksha Abhiyan has been
launched through Central Bureau of
Communication to create awareness on
programs and policies including the
Scheme.
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\Y Creating Value
by Simplifing Supply Chains

Corp Off : D-201/202, Lotus Corporate Park, Near Jaycoach Naka, Off W.E. Highway,
Goregaon - East, Mumbai - 400063, Maharashtra, India.
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Keep the wheels of
success rolling!

TRANSPORT FINANCE SOLUTIONS

j SHRIRAM

Finance

Commercial vehicles form the lifeline of Indian economy. Shriram Finance is proud to offer a
range of financial solutions that empower the dreams of all those in this business of keeping
the wheels of success rolling.

I e @3

So-10] On> )
Construction Working Capital
Loan

i Commercial Tractor & Farm
Blisinessozn Vehicle Loan Equipment Loan Equipment Loan

*T&C Apply

Attractive interest rate - Less documentation - Quick disbursal « Easy repayment options

Toll free: 1800 103 4959 | shriramfinance.in




