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Editorial

Embrace Technology
To Avoid Road Accidents!

Ashok Gupta

Friends,

With 11% share of the entire world,
India is ranked at the top with the
highest number of road crashes. The
total number of accident-related
deaths in 2018 stood at 1, 51,417,
which also indicates an increase of
2.3% over the figures for 2017, In
addition to this, government data
reveals that about 5% of the accident-
related deaths happen in the most
productive age group of 18-60. Road
accidents deaths not only cause severe
trauma to the family of the vietim but
they also result in huge economic loss
to the Nation.

The government has taken wvarious
measures to reducing road accidents in
the country. It begins with engineering
interventions like the identification of
Black Spots on Roads and
rectification of the same and goes on to
work with the automobile Industry for
putting in place safety provisions like
seat belt reminder, airbags, speed
alerts, reverse cameras, anti-lock
braking systems, a strong advocacy
policy and ete. The introduction of the
Motor Vehicle Amendment Act 2019
(MW Act 2019) is another significant
step taken by the government. But
only the time will tell how effective
the MV Act 2019 is, as there is no
uniformity on the matter between
central and state governments,
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Meanwhile, let's analyze what are the
causes of road crashes and what could
be possible solutions to them.

We often observe that the blame falls
on a truck driver if he is involved in an
accident. He is declared guilty even
without a second thought. No matter
even if the other person is driving at
high speed, under the influence of
alcohol or drugs, tiredness or withouta
helmet. Needless to say that all other
factors such as pathetic conditions of
roads and vehicle, poor visibility, poor
road design and engineering are
overlooked. However, let's us not shy
away from the mistakes that truck
drivers do and impact road crashes.
Here are a few common causes of
truck accidents from commercial
drivers:

Truek Driver Tiredness and Fatigue -
The duty of a truck driver is not time-
bound. Over time duty makes them
tired and fragile which eventually
becomes the cause of road fatality. The
government should implement a law
which states that commercial vehicle
operators can drive only for 11 hours
max after 10 consecutive hours off
duty.

No Road Side Rest Rooms and
Amenities - Since the trucks travel
long distances, there should be
roadside restrooms and amenity
centres in the proximity of 100 km,
this will help drivers to take proper rest
and also enjoy hygienic food, water
and toiletand etc.

Poor or Improper Truck
Maintenance - Time to time
maintenance of trucks must be
documented to ensure the safety of the
driver as well as road travellers. It is
the responsibility of the trucking
company 1o ensure proper
maintenance of every truck that they
operate,

Inadequate or improper training —
There is a difference between a skilled
driver and an unskilled driver. If a
driver has not had the proper training

in how to handle a commercial truck.
defensive driving and other safety
elements, then, the driver will pose a
hazard on the road. A skilled driver
will drive through to the destination
even if he is unfamiliar with the road
but the same cannot be talked about an
unskilled driver.

Visibility Issues Due to No Road
Marks — All roads are supposed to be
marked by white lines on both the
ways to indicate driving space. But
due to non-maintenance, these marks
vanish and create a real mess for
drivers, especially at night, which
eventually attributes to road aceidents,
Unsafe Driving Practices — Truck
drivers log thousands of miles every
week. Long stretches of time on the
road can become monotonous and
may cause some drivers to become
less safe with how they operate their
vehicles. Reckless driving is one of the
main causes of road crashes,
Overloading — There are regulations
that determine how much weight a
commercial truck can carry because
overloading can lead to error and
accidents such as tire blowouts or
jackknife accidents.

Weather and Road Conditions - Not
all highways or roadways are ideal for
driving, especially for large trucks.
Marrow lanes. unpaved or pothole-
ridden roads can make it extra difficult
for drivers. Further, poor weather
conditions, such as sleet or snow, can
further put all drivers at risk.

While India has a national road safety
policy in place, it has been ineffective
for the want of strong legislation, The
government should think and come
strongly to implement an effective
policy to benefit all. Plus, the
government should inspire truckers to
buy trucks with innovative
engineering by making loans cheaper.
Trucks with an alert system about the
weather, road condition, accident and
etc which certainly help avoid road
fatalities.

Regards

x
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Outlook

Who Is
Responsible
For Road
Accidents?
Truck
Drivers?

Mahendra Arya
Mational President, AITWA

n the last 6 years, the Narendra
Modi led NDA I and NDA 11
governments have given
prioritics to improving the
road conditions and
developing and constructing new
roads to reduce road accidents and
make businesses progress. The
vehicular movement, especially the
heavy goods carrier, has got a lift by
this step. Further, the implementation
of FasTag, e-way bills have helped the
logistics sector deliver products on
time. Not to forget that this also has
attributed to reducing logistics cost.
Mo doubt then, road transport remains
the most favoured mode of transport
for both freight and passenger
movement in India. But on the flip, the
fast-growing population, exceptional
rate of motorization coupled with the
ever-growing urbanization has made
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people vulnerable to frequent road accidents resulting in fatalities,
injuries/disabilities. Road accidents in India kill almost 1.5 lac people annually.
Accordingly. India accounts for almost 11% of the accident-related deaths in the
World.

Like the previous two years, 2018 witnessed nearly 69.6 per cent of road accident
victims from the young age group of 18 - 45 years. The working-age group of 18 -
6} accounted fora share of 84.7 per cent in the total road accident deaths.

Let us understand what have been the causes of road accidents which is taking lives
of so many people.

Are the truck and bus drivers to be blamed?

The Indian trucks drivers are overworked and made to drive long distances for long
hours without proper sleep. A study conducted by lubricant manufacturer Castrol
complained of sleep deprivation. The survey further stated that up to 53% drivers
reported physical and psychological issues such as fatigue, insomnia, obesity,
backache, joint and neck pain, poor vision, breathlessness, stress, and loneliness.
In developed countries such as Australia, truck drivers may drive for 12 hours at a
stretch at the most and that too, with half-hour breaks every five hours and at least
six continuous hours of rest. Canada stipulates a 13-hour limit with a 15-minute
break every two hours and eight continuous hours of rest, according to a 2018
study published by Danish public health institute, Sydvestjysk Sygehus,

Not only that, but they are also underpaid (their income—between Rs 21,000 and
Rs 24,000 per month) and enjoy no healtheare facilities - the reason why they
always feel insecure about their lives. Moreover, stayving away from home for
several days makes them emotionally weak. Unable to meet the physical and
mental need drivers often develop the habit of drinking alcohol and doing drugs.
These reasons (even one single reason) are good enough to meet an accident,

The employer and the government will have to come together to find a solution for
these issues.

What the government can do?

The All India Transporters’ Welfare Association { AITWA) has been working on a
project called 'Highway Heroes' which is about uplifting the standard of living of
truck drivers. The government should extend its hands to do maximum for this
project, which eventually will benefit the truck drivers and also help reduce the
road accident in a significant manner,

Opening of road-side restroom: As already suggested by AITWA the
government should allocate a budget to operate road-side restrooms so that the
drivers can take rest and need not have to travel a long distance at a stretch. Such
rooms should be opened at every 100 km.

Road-side amenities: Facilities (be it paid) such as standard dhabas, mobile
charging stations, salons, public utilities should be opened all along the highways
50 that drivers can always feel fresh. These amenity centres may be opened with
the restrooms.

Health care facilities: The government can issue free health-care cards so that the
drivers and their families can enjoy free health check-up. Further, it should be
made mandatory that the evesight of drivers is checked while this card is used.
Lack of proper vision is one of the reasons of the road accident.

Pension and provident fund: The truck drivers spend most of their time in roads,
far away from home, and in one way they are nothing less than our shoulders who



Outlook

serve the nation at the border.
Therefore the government should
consider offering a pension to this
community. The employers can also
be engrossed for the same and
provident fund should be made
compulsory.

Driving training schools: In 2018, a
total of 4,67,044 road accidents were
reported by States and Union
Territories (UTs) killing 1,51.417
people and causing injury to 4,69, 418
persons. Road accidents in
2018 compared to the
previous year Le 2017,
increased by 0.46 per cent,
the number of persons
killed increased by 2.37 per
cent and the number
injured decreased by 0.33
per cent. [fonly the drivers
are to be held responsible,
then, the government will
have to open driving
training schools across
India to minimize road
accident.

In addition to the mistakes
committed by the truck or
bus drivers, there are other various
factors that attribute to road accidents,
Here are a few that causes such a
trauma.

Issue of poor or improper truck
maintenance!

Often poor or improper wvehicle
maintenance lands one with an
accident. Regular checking of the
vehicle's condition can help one avoid
collapse on the road. No doubt that this
is the responsibility of the trucking
company to ¢nsure proper
maintenance and upkeep of their
vehicles. Also, the government should
ensure that the old or vehicles with
improper shapes are not allowed to run
on the roads.

An eye on the speed limit!

Traffic police should be alert all the
time so that no vehicle exceeds the

speed limit. This habit puts other road
commuters at risk because they are not
driving with the flow of traffic, This is
a high cause for concern with truckers
especially since the wehicle they're
driving weighs nearly 20 times more
than the average passenger vehicle.
Commercial truck drivers often speed
because they are on strict timelines.
Overloading is a great concern!
There are regulations that determine
how much weight a commercial truck

can carry because overloading can
lead to error and accidents such as tire
blowouts or jackknife accidents.

Hindrance due to road

construction!

It is observed that there is something
or the other happening on roads. Be it
implanting drainage system, repairing
or developing roads. But any
construction work leads to delay in the
vehicular movement, and due to this
some impatient drivers try to
manoeuvre around the construction by
driving on the shoulder or in the
median, but doing so can easily cause
an accident to oceur.

Impact of bad weather and road
conditions!

MNotall highways or roadways are ideal
for driving, especially for large trucks.
But still, such trucks need to reach
their destinations and overcome the

obstacles of pothole-ridden roads,
narrow lanes. In addition to these, the
poor weather conditions, such as sleet
or snow, can further, put all drivers at
risk.

Distraction is one of the major
causes of a road accident!

Keep yvour eyes of precaution and
accident come to the action! Yes,
distraction while driving can cause
major accidents. Therefore drivers
must not talk on a mobile phone while
driving. Drivers must avoid
adjusting mirrors while
driving: stop using
stereo/radio in the vehicle.
Also, it is observed that the
seductive or colourful
hoardings on the roadsides

dilute drivers'
concentration; the
government must take a
step to not allow such
hoardings on the
highways/roads.

Faded road lines

indicating driving space!
The national highways
authority of India or any organization
taking care of the highways/roads
must ensure that the driving space
indicator lines must be promptly
visible o that no accident occurs due
to this, It is observed that one of the
reasons for road accident is this.

There is no denying that the road
accident is the most unwanted thing to
happen to road uwsers, though they
happen quite ofien. Besides, the
mentioned points the road users must
be alert every time they are on the
road. Awareness about road accident
can help the cause. Therefore we must
learn from our mistakes. Though the
main causes of accidents and crashes
are due to human errors, technology,
however, can be instrumental in
reducing road accident. Both the
citizens and the government must
come together to win this fight.

X
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India Has World's 1% Vehicles
But Accounts For The World's
6% Road Accidents. Why?

S. D. Gﬂ}'ﬂl, General Secretary, AITWA

n 2017 there were 41,000
speeding violation cases in
Mumbai in 2017, as per the
records. The figure multiplied
19 times to 7,70,000 in 2018,
The Mumbai Traffic
Department was clueless how to deal
with it and of course the ever-increasing
road fatalities. In January 2018, the
Mumbai traffic police started installing
cameras with automatic number plate
recognition (ANPR] system.,
A total of 56 cameras were installed with
a hope to minimize road crashes and
traffic violations. The result was
significant. Use of such technologies,
combined with the identification of
accident-prone spots and a crackdown
on drunk driving, brought down
Mumbai's road fatalities 15% from a
yearearlier to 430in 2018,
There is no doubt what technology can
do, especially in this age of
digitalization. Ifthe government of India
is really keen to take a break-through
step to reduce road accidents by 50% by
the year 2020, then, it will have to fall for
the latest technologies. The Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways have
already set aside Rs.600 crores to
enforee road safety measures but how
much and how it spends will make or
break the equation. Ideally, the amount
should be used for constructing better
roads, raising standards for safer
vehicles, and improving emergency
care. Besides, the amended 2016 Motor
Vehicle Bill, setting up State Road
Safety councils, launching an Indian
Bridge Management System, and
IDTRs will really add wvalue in
minimizing road crashes.
The government will have to keep
promoting safety steps like the following
to reduce fatalities on the roads:
Raise awareness about issues related
to road safety
In this world of digitalization, endorsing
awareness about road safety is very casy.
More importantly, reaching out to the
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targeted group is very convincing. So,
the government should make optimum
utilization of this platform and make
people aware about road safety and all
its aspects. The message must address —
how road accidents occur and what are
the steps which can reduce the number
of incidents. The awareness can also be
impacted through other mediums like
print. television and radio.

Safer Road Infrastructure

Mew technologies are influencing our
day to day lives. The government must
implement the same for roads to ensure
better standards in terms of design and
safety. Intelligent Transport Systems
(ITS) can ensure efficiency and safe
transport system which will be on par
with international best practices.

Safer Vehicles

The government must instruct the truck
manufacturers to engineer quality
vehicles for Indian roads. Once our
trucks are upgraded and come in sync
with international standards safety on
the roads and harm to the environment
will be taken care off automatically.
Latest software tools which provide
weather reports, update wvehicular
movement, indicate about accident, and
show emergency points in the proximity
can really be handy.

Safer Drivers

The povernment must open driving
institutes to produce highly capable and
competent drivers. Though the ministry
of road transport and highways has
promised to introduce such institutions
but nothing has been done as of now.
Also, the government planned to
conduct computerised driving license
test. These steps could well change the
equation of road fatalities.

Safety Laws Enforcement

The government should think to make
safety law implementation more
uniform and effective. If aids can
strengthen  enforcements the central
government should go all the way to
make state and union territories stronger.

Emergency Medical Amenities for
Accidents on the Road

By installing amenity centres at every
100 km and provision of emergency
telephone booth can help accident
victims a great deal. For quick, superior
medical care this is inevitable on
highways. Rescue ambulance can be
contacted and after the first aid is done at
the accident site, victims can be
transported to the nearest hospital for
further care. Further, the government
should ensure that all hospitals near
National Highways/ State Highways are
prepared to care for those who are
injured in road accidents sufficiently.
HRD and Research for Road Safety
The government must encourage
people/ organization to be involved in
research programs of road safety. The
research activities can identify accident-
prone areas, its causes and how to
overcome it, making it a complete case
study for others to refer in near future,
The findings of the resecarch work can be
disseminated by the government
through workshops, training,
publication, conferences and websites,
Eye test for availing Driving License
The government should take initiative to
conduct an eye test for all sections of the
society who holds a driving license. For
people above the age of 50 years, it
should be mandatory,

Road accidents count. When the only
bread winner of a family lost his life, the
entire family suffers. The sufferance is
not just economical but emotional as
well, which is irreparable. S0, when
India's 70% of road accidents is about
young, productive population, aged 18-
45 years, think how many families must
be going through trauma? As per a data
from the 2018 World Health
Organization report India has 1% of the
world's vehicles but accounts for 6% of
the world's road traffic accidents, is
again an alarming situation. Sconer the
government implements the mentioned
points the better it will be forall!

X
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Minimizing
Road Accidents Count:

he most favoured mode
of transport for both
freight and passenger
movement in India is
road transport. But the
fast-growing population, exceptional
rate of motorization and the ever-
growing urbanization have made
people vulnerable to frequent road
accidents, and the result is a high
percentage of fatalities,
injuries/disabilities and deaths.
Around 1.5 lac people out of the road
accidents, victims get killed annually,
which accounts for almost 11% of the
accident-related deaths in the World.
In 2018, a total of 4,67.044 road
accidents were reported by States and
Union Territories (UTs) killing
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1.51.417 people and causing injury to
4,69, 418 persons. Road accidents in
2018 compared to the previous year i.e
2017, increased by 0.46 per cent, the

Around 1.5 lac
people out of the road
accidents, victims get
killed annually, which
accounts for almost
11% of the accident-
related deaths in
the World

number of persons killed increased by
2.37 per cent and the number injured
decreased by 0.33 per cent.

But what is shocking is, nearly 69.6

per cent of road accident wvictims
belong to the young age group of 18 -
45 years. Also, 84.7 per cent of the
total road accident deaths are
accounted for the working-age group
of 18—60.

In the last six years, the BIP led NDA1
and NDA [l governments have given
priorities to improving the road
conditions and developing and
constructing new roads to reduce road
accidents. This has been perceived
well across all the industries and
common men. lts impact is witnessed
and the wvehicular movement,
especially the heavy goods carriers,
has got a lift by multi-folds. In
addition, the implementation of
FasTag, e-way bills also have added

contd...
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value to the cause, helping the
logistics sector deliver products on
time, Not to forget that this also has
attributed to reducing logistics cost,
which eventually is attributing to ease
of doing businesses.

What more the government has done
to reduce road accidents can be
gathered from the following:

*  The Government has approved a
Mational Road Safety Policy. This
Policy outlines various policy
measures such as promoting
awareness, establishing road safety
information database, encouraging
safer road infrastructure including the
application of intelligent transport,
enforcement of safety laws etc.

*  The Government has constituted
the National Road Safety Council as
the apex body to take policy decisions
in matters of road safety.

* The Ministry has requested all
States/UTs for setting up of State Road
Safety Council and District Road
Safety Committees, and to hold their
meetings regularly.

* The Ministry has formulated a
multi-pronged sirategy to address the
issue of road safety based on 4'E's viz.
Education, Engineering (both of roads
and wvehicles), Enforcement and
Emergency Care.

* Road safety has been made an
integral part of road design at the
planning stage.

* Road Safety Audit of selected
stretches of Mational Highways has
been takenup.

= High priority has been accorded to
the identification and rectification of
black spots (accident-prone spots) on
national highways. Around 700 such
black spots have been identified for
improvement.

* The threshold for four laning of
national highway has been reduced
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The Government
has approved a
National Road

Safety Policy. This
Policy outlines
various policy
measures such as
promoting
awareness,
establishing road
safety information
database,
encouraging safer
road infrastructure
including the
application of
intelligent transport,

enforcement of
safety laws efc.

from 15,000 Passenger Car Units
(PCUs) to 10,000 PCUs. About 52,000
Km ofstretches of State Highways has
been idenmtified for conversion 1o
national highways.

* Setting up of model driving
training insiitutes in States and
refresher training to drivers of Heavy
Motor Vehicle in the unorcanized
sector.

*  Advocacy/Publicity campaign on
road safety through the electronic and
print media.

« Tightening of safety standards for
vehicles like Seat Belts, Power-
steering, anti-lock braking system etc.
*  Providing cranes and ambulances
to various State Governments under
the National Highway Accident Relief
Service Scheme for development on
Mational Highways. National
Highways Authority of India also
provides ambulances at a distance of
50 Km. on each of its completed
stretches of National Highways under
its Operation & Maintenance
contracts,

« Launch of pilot projects for
providing cashless treatment of road
accident victims on Gurgaon — Jaipur,
Vadodara — Mumbai stretch of
Mational Highways No, 8 and Ranchi
— Rargaon - Mahulia stretch of
National Highway No, 33.

However, this is not enough to
minimize road accidents. The
government will have to address
drivers' issues very seriously, as on
most occasions they are only
considered as culprits for road
accidents. A few drivers' issues that
need to be focused on are;

Cap on the timing of drivers' duty:
Indian trucks drivers are overworked
and made to drive long distances
without proper sleep. A study
conducted by lubricant manufacturer

contd...
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Castrol reiterates this, as it complained
about sleep deprivation of drivers. The
survey further stated that up to 53%
drivers reported physical and
psychological issues such as fatigue,
insomnia, obesity, backache, joint and
neck pain, poor vision, breathlessness,
stress, and loneliness,

Learn from developed countries:

In developed countries like Australia
there is a time-bound duty for drivers.
A truck driver may drive for 12 hours
at a stretch at the most and that too,
with a half-hour breaks every five
hours and at least six continuous hours
of rest. In Canada, it goes up to 13-
hours but with a |5-minutes break
every two hours and eight continuous

hours of rests (source: Danish public
health institute, Sydvestjysk
Sygehus).

Consider health-care facility and
salary revision:

Indian truck drivers are underpaid
(their income—between Rs 21,000
and Rs 24,000 per month) and enjoy
no healthcare facilities - the reason
why they always feel insecure about

their lives. Moreover, staying away
from home for several days makes
them emotionally weak. Unable to
meet the physical and mental need
drivers often develop the habit of
drinking alcohol and doing drugs.
These reasons (even one single
reason) are good enough to meet an
accident,

Open road-side amenities: All India
Transporters’ Welfare Association
(AITWA) has already suggested this
concept to the government and also
waorking on it to improve the life of
truck drivers. By allocating a budget to
operate road-side restrooms and other
facilities such as standard dhabas,
mobile charging stations, salons,

public utilities, the government can
also attribute to improve the quality of
lives of drivers and their families.
These amenities must be available
within the radius of every 100 km.

Health-care facilities must not be
ignored: The government can issue
free health-care cards so that the
drivers and their families can enjoy
free health check-up. Further, it should

be made mandatory that the eyesight
of drivers is checked while this card is
used. Lack of proper vision is one of
the reasons of the road accident,

Offer pension and provident fund: The
truck drivers spend most of their time
on roads. far away from home, and in
one way they are nothing less than our
shoulders who serve the nation at the
border, Therefore the government
should consider offering a pension to
this community. The employers can
also be engrossed for the same and
provident fund should be made
compulsory,

Driving training schools across
India: Scarcity of skilled drivers is a
cause of concern. In India, drivers are
often tested on narrow and hilly roads
and if they are not skilled enough,
there comes the problem. To overcome
such situations the government should
develop driving training schools
across India to minimize road
accident.

But, are drivers only liable for road
accident? No. There are other various
factors too which causes a road
accident.

Poor or improper truck
maintenance is one - We can wiiness
that poor or improper vehicle
maintenance lands one with an
accident. Regular checking of the
condition of a vehicle condition help
one avoids collapsing on the road. No
doubt that this is the responsibility of
the trucking company to ensure proper
maintenance and upkeep of their
vehicles but the government should
ensure that the old or vehicles with
improper shapes are not allowed to run
on the roads.

Reckless driving is another factor -
Irresponsible driving by a truck driver

“Ambition is the path to success. Persistence is the vehicle you arrive in” - Bill Bradley
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or any commuter ¢an land one with an
accident. Here, the traffic police have
to be alert all the time so that no
vehicle exceeds the speed limit or a
driver operates his vehicle drunk. This
habit puts other road commuters at risk
because they are not driving with the
flow of traffic.

Nest major concern is overloading -
Overloading is an issue of great
concern on Indian highways. This has
been the reason for many accidents for
years but a deaf ear means there is no
solution to the problem. The
government should make a law to
book such drivers and put behind bars
or forced to pay a hefiy fine.

Bad weather and road conditions
also play a pivotal role - Not all
highways or roadways are ideal for
driving, especially for large trucks.
But stll, such trucks need to reach
their destinations and overcome the
obstacles of pothole-ridden roads,
narrow lanes. In addition to these, the
poor weather conditions, such as sleet
or snow, can further, put all drivers at
risk.

Visibility of driving space road lines
also impacts - [t 1s the duty of the road/
highways caretakers to see-through
that there are no pot-holes, tear-away
or visibility issue with the driving
space lines. The povernment must
ensure those road caretaking units
such as national highways authority of
India (WHAI) acts properly so that no
life is lost due to such irresponsible
attitude.

Distraction is another cause of road
accident - Distraction while driving
can cause major accidents. Therefore
drivers must pay atiention to the road
— not passengers, meal, makeup, cell
phone, mirrors or stereo. If drivers
develop a right attitude about driving,
many road accidents can be avoided.

Road-side hoardings can divert the

B April 2020/Vol.-12/1ssue-04

Making people
aware about road
safety in all its aspects
is very important.
How road accidents
occur; what are
the steps which can
reduce the number
of incidents; are
needed to be talked
about to people
across all age group
and educational
background. In this
age of the digital
world, creating such
awareness should
not be an issue

driver's focus - [t is observed that
advertisers implant road-side
hoardings to give optimum visibility
to their products. These hoardings
may have seductive or colourful
photos which tent to dilute drivers'
concentration. The government must
take a step to not allow such hoardings
on the highways/roads.

What more the government can do

to minimize road accident - The
government will have to keep
promoting safety steps like the
following to reduce fatalities on the
roads:

* Endorse awareness about road
safety issues - Making people aware
about road safety in all its aspects is
very important. How road accidents
occur; what are the steps which can
reduce the number of incidents; are
needed to be talked about to people
across all age group and educational
background. In this age of the digital
world, creating such awareness should
not be an issue.

= Develop safer road
infrastructure - Technology is
evolving every day. The government
must implement the latest
technologies to ensure better and safer
roads. Intelligent Transport Systems
(ITS) can ensure efficiency and safe
transport system which will be on par
with international best practices.

* Instruct manufacturers to
design safer wvehicles - The
government must instruct wvehicle
manufacturers to engineer quality
vehicles for Indian roads. Once our
trucks and other vehicles come in syne
with international standards, safety on
the roads and harm to the environment
will be taken care of automatically,
Latest software tools which provide
weather reports, update wvehicular
movement, indicate about the
accident, and show emergency points
in the proximity can really be handy.

Minimizing road accident needs not
much effort. Awareness about it can
help to achieve it. Further, the main
causes of accidents and crashes are
human errors; proper implementation
of technology can assist in reducing
road accident. A partnership between
the citizens and the government can
battle it out to minimize road accident.

X
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AITWA Writeup - Minimising Accidents

Minimising Road Accidents Count: How?

round 60% of
transportation in
India takes place by
road, This is far
higher than other
countries such as USA and China.
Unfortunately, truck drivers have not
received a fair share of appreciation
for their contributions in the transport
sector. As per a report from the
*Ministry of Transport & Highway’,
there were 1.51.417 accident related
deaths in 2015. Road accidents result

PDP Group- Best Practices in Driver Management

in huge economic loss to the nation
and they are the leading cause of death,
disabilities as well as hospitalization
in India.

In order to minimise road accidenis,
we need to isolate major points of
concern and then work on resolving
them. Major infrastructure challenges
such as road congestion, long stretches
of single-lane roads and absence of
driver resting zones have been
highlighted in various forums. These
concerns must be looked into, but we
also need to understand that long-term
infrastructure development takes
time.

Transporters and logistic companies
must focus on improving internal
mechanisms instead of waiting for an

B April 2020/Vol.-12/1ssue-04

overnight solution. | would like to
highlight some areas which are often
overlooked when analysing road
accidents,

- Driver Training

When hiring employees for even basic
data entry work, we have HR teams
taking their interviews and
understanding the employee’s
aptitude. Although drivers carry high
value goods and travel long distances
on a regular basis, we often hand over
the truck by simply checking their
driving
license. There
15 great
inconsistency
in the hiring
process of a
driver and an
employee.

I
D

Even though
we cannot
verify a
driver’™s
driving ability
during an
interview, we
must check whether the driver has
basic trailer/ truck knowledge such as:
awareness of documents like Road
Tax WValidity, Pollution Certificate
Validity, Insurance Walidity, etc.
Drivers also require proper guidance
to understand the perils of changing
lanes, sudden overtaking, gear shifting
based on cargo load, reading signages,
ete, The current mindset that a driver
will himself learn things on the job
needs to change. Today we have
drivers who are driving sophisticated
trucks but they are unaware of the
controls at their disposal.

Organisations must assign persons
who train drivers on road safety norms
and keep a follow up to understand

issues being faced by them.
= Driver Counselling

Drunk driving, over speeding and rash
driving are some of the major causes
of road accidents. In such cases,
organisations try to settle the matter at
the earliest and either terminate the
driver or suspend him. Drunk driving
is not acceptable, and we all condone
it. However, transporters must
understand that drunk driving cannot
be simply controlled by law
enforcements and police.

Drivers often feel that they are not
treated with respect and on various
occasions, they are abused/ insulted.
Despite carrying high value cargo and
working for long hours, they are
looked upon as second class citizens.
This leads to a sense of frustration
among them and they look towards
drinks/ drugs as means of distraction.
There are ways to control this
behaviour. Constant counselling
sessions with professionals have a
lasting effect on the drivers. Our
organisation has hired Industrial
Psychologists and a dedicated
administrative team to understand
driver-related issues. We realised that
drivers were very confused when they
were asked about the health of their
family members and their child’s
education. Most of them responded
that they have never been asked such
questions before. Upon further
interactions and sessions, they started
opening up and shared the factors
which make them turn towards
alcohol.

The perils of drunk driving are
explained to them along with the effect
it has on their loved ones. As a
motivating factor, we even put
pictures of their family members on
trucks and remind them that someone
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is waiting for them at home. This is
just a small example. Various
counselling sessions and  activities
should be taken with drivers to help
them understand that their
contributions are valued. We must
encourage a culture which cares about
a driver’s well-being and

- Digital Systems for Trend Analysis

Industry 4.0 is all about data and
analytics. Our company’s digital
systems help us analyse each driver’s
performance over the years and keep a
track on cases such as: “drunk
driving’, “warnings for over

monitoring areas designated as *black
spots’ by the Ministry of Transport &
Highways.

As a summary, we must look at five
key points to minimise road accidents:

|. Focus on constant driver training by
involving professionals

2. Have an in-house team

look at guiding/ educating
them instead of penalizing/
terminating them. This
would also increase driver
retention rates.

- Preventive Maintenance

Our company’s vehicle
breakdowns and major
repairs have gone done by a
huge margin over the years.
One of the primary reasons
is that we have looked at
preventive maintenance as
an investment and not as a
cost,

Drivers often mention some minor
issues such as inadequate tyre air
pressure, headlight fluctuation, clutch
tightmess, etc. and we respond by
telling them to ‘manage’ for the time
being. Unfortunately, companies often
look at solving the problem only when
it gets to a critical state. Not only does
this increase the idle time of the
vehicle during repairs but it leads to a
lot of road accidents. Several
accidents could have been avoided
with regular checks and basic
preventive maintenance such as
radium at the back of trucks, repairing
broken backlights and fixing damaged
sideview mirrors.

It is unfortunate that we think twice for
minor repairs despite knowing the
financial damage an accident may
cause to the business. Logistic
companies and transporters must build
a habit of getting constant driver
feedback and working upon them,
This would help reduce accidents and
vehicle breakdowns during transit.

-,
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Yogita Raghuvanshi- Driver's Day event 2020

speeding’, ‘accident history’, etc.
Complete repair history and accident
history of each truck is available on the
portal along with preventive
maintenance reports,

A complete integration of truck and
driver data helps in staying ahead of
the curve. The data helps in
understanding trends, pain points and
uncovering issues which previously
remained undetected. When put
together, the benefits derived from
digitalization far outweigh the costs.

- Road signage and lighting

Despite a heavy dependence on road
transportation, India does not have
adequate road signs. Major crossings
must be brightly Tit with multilingual
boards notifying the drivers of the
upcoming crossing. Streetlights at
major junctions are a key to reducing
accidents. National Highway and
State Highways must be
comprehensively monitored and strict
measures must be taken to aveid
pedestrians crossing in these areas.

Speed meters should be installed in

more areas to monitor vehicle speed.
Special emphasis must be put on

dedicated to dealing with
driver issues and
encouraging them to adopt
better practices

3. Looking at preventive
maintenance as an
investment and not as a cost

4. Digitalization of
transportation  sector in
order to uncover trends

5. Improvement in road
signs and installation of
more speed testing
machines

The Ministry of Transport &
Highways has been working on
identifying *Black Spots’, developing
Road Safety programs, setting up
provisions to protect “good
samaritans’, etc. However,
transporters and logistic companies
must also come forward and play their
part in minimising road accidents.
This is not an issue which will get
resolved by itself. The time has come
to start treating drivers like our own
employees and investing in  their
training and counselling. At the same
time, we must take better care of our
trucks/ trailers and not wait till the
repairs get critical, A ‘National Road
Safety Week' is observed by the
‘Ministry of Transport & Highways’
each year in the month of January. We
must make ourselves aware and have
DuUr own awareness programs in line
with Government’s initiatives.

India, as a signatory to the Brasilia
declaration, intends to reduce road
accidents and traffic fatalities by 50%
by 2022. Let us all work together in
achieving this target!
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THE KILLING FIELDS

OF INDIA

by CA. O.P. Pareek. (former Advisor - AITWA)

n 13th February 2020,

14 people were killed

and 31 injured (as

reported in

Newspapers) when a

bus rammed into a
parked truck on Agra-Lucknow
Expressway. In a similar accident, just
after 5 days from this one, a Tamilnadu
state Roadways bus collided a
container truck coming from the
wrong side. Nothing new about these
tragedies since such horrifying
accidents are common on our
Highways and expressways with an
alarming regularity, s0 much to that
our conscience doesn't hurt us
anymore, when we read reports of
these mishaps in the newspapers.
Those are not more than mere a ' News'
for most of us but - if yvou imagine the
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consequences of fatal road accidents
on the families of victims, you may
perhaps, realise how much impact it
has on their relatives and their close
community, yet some of our
expressways continue to be "Killing
fields” for those who happen to travel
by road. The perfect examples are the
Agra - Lucknow and MNoida - Agra
Expressway where these aceidents are
alarmingly high. For instance,
between August 2017 to March 2019,
227 people were killed in 2368
accidentals on Agra — Lucknow
Expressway, according to an RTI
reply. Most of us have become
insensitive watching visuals of
mangled mass of broken vehicles and
the reporting of fatalities and critical
injuries.

Unfortunately, the reasons behind

such fatal accidentis are quite well-
known, vet no concerted efforts have
been made so far to stop this menace
and India remains ay the top of the list,
going by sheer number of accidents
perannum,

We Indians are perhaps the most
irresponsible drivers on our roads,
habituated to breaking every rule in
the Traffic rule book. We boast in
showing our bravery in race driving
illegal overtaking from wrong side,
without warning, not observing the
one-way system. parking in the middle
of the road, running with over - worn
tyres that result in sudden tyre burst,
missing reflectors and backlight
Besides, we have fake drivers for
driving our commercial wvehicles,
many of whom have fake diving
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licences and faulty driving skills. Few
in our road transport industry care
about the health of our truck drivers,
who at times, drive inspite of acute
fatigue due to long restless drives,
Some of them have bad vision and
even have diseases like blood pressure
(B.P.) and diabetes. Many
unscrupulous drivers use drugs and
alcohol while driving and quite often a
fatigued driver continue to drive,
while half-awake or snoozing on the
steering.

All the above flaws are avoidable if all
stakeholders (the government, traffic
police, transport companies and the
divers themselves) become truly
serious about the problem.
Celebrating a “Road Safety Week" and
spending money on ritualistic is of no
use. Rather it's a farce being played
annually in our big cities.

It's a travesty that the government
spends huge sums, in constructing
road infra structure while only a
pitiable sum is spent on the highway
safety and the driver welfare facilities,
[ think if a reasonable amount is spent
on highway patrolling, speed
detection cameras (CCTV), lighting,
rest rooms for truck drivers, quick
response accident mechanism, more
personnel deploved to enforce traffic
discipline, corruption-free licencing
of drivers, skill development,
practically for the drivers of
commercial vehicles, then it will go a
long way in minimising road
accidents,

We need to realise there is a shortage

I think if a
reasonable amount
is spent on highway

patrolling, speed
detection cameras
(CCTV), lighting,
rest rooms for truck
drivers, quick
response accident
mechanism, more
personnel deployed
to enforce traffic
discipline,
corruption-free
licencing of drivers,
skill development,
practically for the
drivers of

commercial vehicles,
then it will go a long

way in minimising
road accidents

of well-trained drivers for our
Commercial vehicles in our country.
The profession of truck driving is risky
as well as ill paid, which prevents
people from taking up this vocation.
Moreover, drivers are often harassed
by authorities on the roads. And in
some cases they are murdered by
criminals. Our roads and highways
have organised crime gangs that takes
a heavy toll on the drivers and their
helpers. Nothing has been done for
their safety and security by the
government,

Lack of quick medical aid to accident
victims' results in many deaths as the
time is a crucial factor in saving lives
of the accident victims. Presently,
mobile medical vans and ambulances
are most inadequate on our highways.
It seems road construction is more
important for our government than
safety of the human lives.

As regards funding of the aforesaid
initiatives the governments (state and
Centre) collects enough money from
the road transport industry by way of
Petrol / Diesel Cess, Road Tax, Entry
Tax, taxes on purchase of vehicles and
toll taxes. So even if a fraction of
thousands of cores of rupees collected
by the government are spent on road
safety measures, many fatal accidents
can be avoided. Given the quantum of
people killed on our killing fields
(Highways - Expressways) every year,
the rood safety needs to be treated as
national emergency to ensure safety of
road users; otherwise we will continue
playing with the lives of innocent
peoples falling prey to road accidents,

X

CRI Index Status

AITWA deeply regrets that due to the unavailability
of data we were unable to provide the CRI index for

a few months. We hope to restart providing
the graph by May 2020.
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Prime Transporter

PRIDE of INDIA -
V Trans Group

Ever since civilization
came to us, the need to
move goods and
essentials from one
place to another has
been there. With
progress and growth
and as industrial
manufacturing started,
these needs grew and
became more important
from a commercial
perspective. Logistics
service providers like
V-Trans fulfil these
needs and help the
gconomy move
forward. Started around
sixty one wears ago in
1958, by Shri Kunverji
Shah and his brother
Visanji Shah, V Trans, initially named as Vijay Transport
Company, has a rich legacy and solid brand value.

Ashok Kunverji Shah
V Trans Group

Since the beginning, ethics and values have been seen as
their driving force, which they follow sincerely. The name
of the organization was changed to V Trans in 2001.
Today, V Trans Group provides a single window logistics
solutions and cargo management service with a bouquet of
options. The group provides logistics services through its
different arms, like Surface Transport Solutions - PTL,
FTL, ODC, ete. with V Trans, Door to Door Multi-modal
Express cargo through V Xpress and comprehensive
Warchousing and 3PL V Logis. The group is now well
differentiated to accommodate even extremely time
sensitive cases like precious, perishable, fragile cargo,
e-comdeliveries, ete.

V Logis —Warchousing plays an important role in overall
logistics business. The nationwide facilities to store
material on shared or dedicated basis and the plethora of
value added services such as kitting, stickering, replacing,
shrink wrapping, inventory control, order fulfilment etc..
It also serves the clients as a 3PL service provider taking
care of all their logistics needs.

Chemstore — V' Logis has ventured into warehousing for
hazardous chemicals (non-peso). With NBC 2016 NFPA
safety standards, the huge 2 lakhs sq. ft., warchouse is
located at Mumbai's industrial hub, Bhiwandi.

Ashok Kunverji Shah, V - Trans Group, (popular as
Ashokbhai, within his circles), is a person of many facets,
coming across as a competent leader who steers the
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Rs. 1000+ crore ¥V — Trans Group with flair and finesse.
Son of Kunverji Shah and current helmsman of the group,
is known for his exceptionally broad vision coupled witha
deep religious bonding with people from all walks of life,
who hail him as a man for all seasons.

Ashokbhai attributes his success to his father, Kunverji K.
Shah, who taught him the value of making his own
decisions, based on independent assessment and sticking
to them. He was an exemplary student throughout his
academic career.

The main pillar of his on-going success is his close-knit
family, which comprises of his wife — Rasilaben, his
daughters — Poonam & Lopa and twin sons — Vishal and
Viral. His brothers Mahendrabhai, Hasmukhbhai and
cousin Rajeshbhai ably assist him in his business.

An enthusiastic cook in his schooling days, Ashokbhai
used to assist his aunt in making food for the enlarged joint
family. Ashokbhai is an avid music lover and believes that
he would have been a musician had he not been in his
current field of business.

Relationship building with people across all levels has
helped his company to post year on year growth even in
recessionary times. Employees are encouraged to move
up the organization ladder and even today there are many
branch managers who have risen from the lowest
hierarchical levels in the company.

|

Range of Trucks
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Ashokbhai has hardly ever been sick in his career
spanning over 40 vears, which is a reflection of his good
health maintenance. He looks much yvounger and fitter
than his biological age of 70 years.

At present, Ashokbhai is busy in strategically building up
the V — Xpress Brand and spearheading its technological
development. He is actively involved in expanding the
group's network in the country’s eastern sector.

With three divisions in the Group namely: V-Trans,
V-Xpress and V-Logis, the vision of Ashokbhai is to steer
the organisation's business to become the leading
Logistics company in India.

He is a successful past President of Bombay Goods
Transport Association, (BGTA).

His contribution as the President of Rotary Club of
Bombay-Mandvi, was equally notable.

i

V-Trans Truck

Achievements:-

1986:- Received an award as “Role Model for Transport
Owners” by the Goods Transport Labour Board of
Mumbai.

1995:- Received the “Udyog Rattan™ Award by the
Institute of Economic Studies during the conference of
Economic Development held in New Delhi.

Knowledge Sharing

*In 2009 he was invited by ECONOMICS TIMES 1o
address a forum on how technology can help in growing
business for SMEs.

« On March 23, 2010 he was invited to make a
presentation on "Technology & its abuses' by MUMBAIL
University,

= On April 20, 2010, he was invited by Castrol India to
present the future of transport industry in coming years
and to help them decide their strategy in India.

* In 2011, gave an address on occasion of inaugural
function of Chanakya's Chakravat on how Chanakya Niti
is applicable in current business.

* On Dec.17 was guest of Honour & Keynote speaker at
Small Business Congress 2013 by Franchisee India,

* On April 29, 2014 5.F. Jain Institute of Management &
Research invited him as speaker to speak on transport
industry & its strategies,

« On June 23, 2014 Ashok bhai was featured as one of the

contd...

leading personnel in the book named as “Jewels of
Gujarat™,

* On Dec. 25, 2014 in Rajkot Engineering Association has
given a presentation on “Opportunities Unlimited™.

* On February 2015 * ET - Zig Wheels Commercial
Wehicle Conclave™ invited him as a Panel speaker on the
topic "Truck Drivers - Present Situation & Solution to the
way forward'.

» Ashok bhai had an interview with “CNBC Bazaar” which
was telecast on Feb. 16, 2015 & 2nd interview was telecast
on'SMEs Special” which was held on March 1, 2015.

* On June 18, 2015, at S.P. Jain Institute of Management &
Research invited as a speaker on the topic “Working
Together in Family Run Business”.

= On July 26, 2015, at Kolkata, Ashokbhai has been a
speaker & shared his inputs on topic of “Encouraging
Entreprencurs” organized by JITO,

» Ashokbhai had an interview with “CNBC Bazaar” the
telecast named “Rubaru with Mr. Ashok Shah™ which was
telecast on Aug. 22 & 23, 2015 sharing about his life's

journey,

* On Feb.19, 2016, interview on “Pre-Budget” with
CNBC Bazaar which was telecast on Feb. 20 & 21, 2016,

* OnAug 3, 2016, interview on “GST” with CNBC Bazaar
which has been telecast on the same day.

« On Nov. 27, 2016 invited as “Chief Guest™ & Keynote
speaker by Shri. Rambhai Mokariya, CMD of Shree
Maruti Courier Services Pvt. Litd., on their 3lst
Anniversary Celebration Event,

+ On Jan 29, interview on Expectation from Budget 2017,
for ransort sector with CNBC Bazaar,

* On Feb. 1, 2017 interview with CNBC Bazaar on
Budget.

* On April 23, 2018, 5.F. Jain Institute of Management &
Research invited him as speaker to speak on
'Entreprencurship™,

« “Rising & Winning” a business meet on Aug 25, 2018,
where Ashokbhai was invited as guest of Honour
organized by JITO Ghatkopar Chapter.

* “Sharing Experience of Success & Innovation™ on Sept
17,2018 Ashokbhai was invited as panellist.

His “message for budding Entrepreneurs™ The
entrepreneur must have a basic knowledge of every
function of his / her business. Focus must be given to the
core competencies, which can give amazing results,
Deliver more than what is expected from you”.

Key to Success:-

Selfbeliefis the key to suceess,

Philosophy in Life:

*Life is full of ups and downs, hence always be prepared
for the good and the bad. Always work for the good of
mankind'
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Prime Transporter

PRIDE OF INDIA -
Ashok K Shah — Questionnaire

(1) How long have you been in operation?
V-Trans, formerly known as Vijay Transport Co (VTC),
was started by Mr. Kunverji K. Shah and Mr. Visanji K.
Shah. Later, the younger brothers —Mr. J.K. Shah and Mr.
V.K. Shah, joined them. The company started from a 300
sq.ft. godown, situated at 27, Chakala street in Mumbai.
Operations started in1958, a little over 61 years ago, as a
Transporter between two states with two trucks and two
offices that today has tumed into a complete logistics
solution provider with its 3 divisions,
The name of the company was later changed to ¥ Trans in
2001.
(2) What is the Kind of business model your
organization follows? How many branches/employees
do you have?
V Trans has grown in an organic way and hence our
growth has been very solid. In various difficult situations
like — transport strike, demonetisation, initial phase of
GST and other jolis in business, V Trans was less affected
in comparison to the industry. Presently, we have over 700
+ branches pan India, and a work force of over 3300 +
dedicated professionals, Group has around nine lakh sq.ft.
warchousing space, over 1200 trucks {owned &
contracted) and handles a gigantic volume of 21 lakh
tonnes annually.
(3) Could you list a few Vital Statistics details?
VITAL STATISTICS
MName of Company: V Trans Group

No. Years Last Owned No. Of | Manpower
In Operation) Turnover | Vehicles | Branches

6l years Rs. 1200+ 747 + 3300 +
(since 1958) | 1008.49 +
2018-19 Crores [vrmen

contracted)

(4) What are your strengths? What percentage of
vour investment went into building up these strengths?
The group had a humble beginning and has a proud history
of 62 years, Key strengths of the group are the ethical &
value based business practices and adapiability to stay
relevant with the times, Generations of promoters’ family
have worked with utter dedication to keep these principles
intact and kept evolving with technology and best industry
practices, to maintain the competitive edge. This is
invaluable to us and beyond petty monetary gains.

(5) How can technology help in the growth of the
Indian logistics Industry?.

Technology has always been a great enabler for business
and many industries have been revolutionised by its use.
The logistics industry in India has been comparatively late
in picking up the trend. However, better late than never.
With encouragement from the government and favourable
outlook, even investments have started coming into the
segment and start-ups are attracted to the sector. In our
segment, technology has helped businesses to improve
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and be compliant, especially in preparing E way bills and
maintaining accuracy. We believe that companies who are
embracing the change and are ahead in adapting to
technology alone will survive in future.

(6) Where is vour organization positioned in the
relevant technology?

At V Trans we always believe in being ahead in terms of
Technology. The group has many initiatives to its credit:-

+ We initiated use of computers much ahead of the
industry, in 1984 « From 1989-90, we started using “C" &
Cobol languages for GC & MEMO creation & printing
* From 1999-2000, Visual Basic programming to connect
all our branches virtually, added = 2004 — 035, we started &
created in-house ERP = Introduced .net version 2.5 based,
in-house ERP+ 2006 — ERP started functioning full-
fledged and coveredall 120 branches* Coming to  the
present in 2020, we have approx. 800 branches interlinked
through e Cargo » Upgraded the .net version ERP from 2.5
to4.5« Further, going in node JS soon, (the latest
technology that supports our kind of needs)+ E Cargo has
given impetus to our expansion and become a benchmark
in the industry.

(7) What certifications / accreditations do vou hold?
+ IS0 9001 - 2015 « IBA Certification = CRISIL rating as
A- Stable « US based LEAD accreditation of green
building « Responsible e Waste disposal certificate

(8) Who are your present clients?

We serve over 100,000 clients from across all major
industry segments (Chemicals & Paints, FMCG,
Engineering Goods, Auto Ancillary, Publications,
Lubricants, Pharmaceuticals, Textiles, etc.), as we are
leaders in transporiation in chemical segment. From walk-
in to large, small-to-medium enterprises, we serve all
clients, across geographies. Some of our clients are
Henkel Group, Huntsman International, Dow Coming &
Chemicals, Castrol India, PPG Asian Paints, Pidilite
Industries, Carborundam Universal, Menachem
Additives, BASF, Intas Pharma, Reckitt Benckiser and
Schindler, to name a few.

(9) What are the special services offered by you?
V-Trans India is a leading single window logistics
solutions provider with undisputed leadership in surface
transport solutions, especially in less than truck load
segment, across the length and breadth of the nation, from
small and bulk parcels (extending door pickup and
delivery facility from 10 kg onwards). The bouquet of
offerings has; full truck load services, part load truck
services, ODC, Express services, Multi modal transport
services, Warehousing, Project logistics and 3 PL. We also
offer e-commerce delivery services and secondary
distribution services,

10. What is the current experience with GST
regulations?

As GSTis asingle window tax, it certainly will help in the
long term. Even presently, we have seen the infrastructure
consolidation due to GST. which itself is great thing.
However, for our segment, as we do not have any industry
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status, there is some ambiguity in the tax slabs, like we
have following prevailing rates for services under
Logistics -

* 5% in RCM segment = 12% for Transport Business
= 18% on Warchouse / Courierservices

These variations in rates create confusion and government
should make efforts to simplify and standardise tax rates
for various logistics services.

11. How do you see your company's growth in the
coming year?

Looking at current market scenario, we expect to grow by
15 to 20 % CAGE and with the addition of new services,
which could mean extra 10-15 % growth. We may also
extend our services internationally.

12. Is Product / Business diversification being
considered in your Organization?

Our company has diversified significantly in logistics
domain, from regional transport services to a pan India
integrated logistics service provider with services in
Surface transport, Express business, Warehousing, 3 PL, e
Com, etc., we have it all for our clients. We see huge
potential in the segment and as of now, have no plans to
move out from logistics space. However, within logistics,
we will launch many new innovative services, customised
to the needs of our clients,

(13) Arevouworking on a Succession plan for the next
generation?

We now have our 3rd generation in business, they have
been assigned with various responsibilities and are
simultaneously being mentored by the senior generation,
As of now, the next scion is not finalised and it is open for
the most potential family member to take up the challenge.
Our family has the strength of collective decision making
and unity through generations, which is also one crucial
reason behind our company's success.

(14) What would you advise voungsters planning to
join this industry?

* To follow your own ethical values and religious
principles = To have laser sharp focus on core competency
= To be familiar with all desirable business practices.

(15) What are the CSR activities you prefer to involve
in?

The company has charity in its DNA. Much before it
became a big business house, its founder, the late Mr.
Kunverji K. Shah devoted himself'to betterment of people
and cattle of the drought-hit Kutch area. He even crossed
the borders and worked for some border districts in
Pakistan during the tough times. He became the go-to man
for people for their problems and he would take their
problems like business challenges and would ensure that
they are resolved. No wonder his efforts were
acknowledged and appreciated by Governor of the State.
The Group carried the legacy forward and got involved in
promoting activities in medical healthcare, education,
sports, animal welfare, etc. Promoters not only lent a
monetary hand, but also got involved in-person in CSR
work, wherever and whenever possible. Some key

highlights of our community work, are as under: —

Our group is providing free transportation from 1978, to
Bidada Sarvodaya Trust Hospital and helping in other
needs, whenever possible,

Provided free transport services for Kutch earthquake
victims - more than 150 Trucks for Morbi & Surat Flood
Victims

We are one of the key members of JITO and support its
initiatives. JITO Administrative Training Foundation that
provides Educational help for all needy students who
appeared for IPS, IAS and IRS examinations and we
donate significantly to them.

(16) Could you elaborate on some awards / honours
that have come your way?

Amongst several industry recognitions, we are proud
recipients of

= Apollo CV Large Truck Fleet Operator of the Year— 2019
* Indian Chamber of Commerce (1CC) Logistics & Supply
Chain (Road Transport) — March, 18, 2018 + CII Scale
Awards : Best Road Safety Awards & Training &
Development 2018-19 = Indian Chamber of Commerce
(ICC) Logistics & Supply Chain (Road Transport) -
March, 11, 2016 = ISCM Pro : Best Express Logistics
Provider 18-19, Best LSP in retail category 2018-19
» Mahindra National Award for Outstanding performance
in Safety — March, 4, 2016 * Apollo-CV Large Truck Fleet
Operator of the Year - 2015 « CEAT India Road Transport
National Award for Excellence in Customer Service -
2012 = Apollo-CV Best Practices Adopter of the Year -
2012 « CEAT India Road Transport (National) Award for
Excellence in Personnel Management for 3 consecutive
years in 2012, 2011 & 2010 « CEAT India Road Transport
Mational Award for Environment Conservation—2011.

Awards Cabinets at V TRANS

(17) What is your view omn AITWA's role as a
facilitator for transporters?
AITWA — is doing a good job though it has only been
around a couple of decades. Considerable work has been
done for the welfare of Transporters, especially after the
new team has come, the pace has increased. Their
Highway Heroes project is a commendable initiative to
address many industry issues. We wish them all luck in
continuing and doing more good work for the betterment
of the industry,
Vinod Kaul
Mobile: 9711875283 | e-mail: vdkauli@w gmail.com

X
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Government Tables Notifications
On Excise Duty, Road Cess Rise
On Petrol, Diesel

inister of State for
Finance Anurag Singh
Thakur on tabled two
notifications relating to
increase in excise duty and road cess
on petrol and diesel by Rs 3 per litre,
amidst uproar by opposition in Lok
Sabha, reported PTI,
Thakur placed before the House the
notifications dated March 13, 2020
secking to raise special additional
excise duty on petrol by Rs 2 to Rs 8
per litre in case of petrol and to Rs 4
per litre from Rs 2 in case of diesel.

Additionally road and infrastructure
cess was raised by Re 1 per litre on
petroland diesel to Rs 10.

Opposition members protested the
government move, They questioned
the hike in duty when global crude
prices have come down significantly.
Later in the day, Thakur also tabled the
notifications along with the
explanatory memorandum before
Rajya Sabha.

This was opposed by AITC member
Sukhendu Sekhar Ray.

"The price of crude oil has come down
substantially in the world market and
price of diesel and petrol has been
enhanced in our market along with
road cess," Ray said

With this, the total incidence of excise

duty on petrol has risen to Rs 22 98 per
litre and that on diesel to Rs 18,83, The
tax on petrol was Rs 948 per litre
when the Modi government took
office in 2014 and that on diesel was
Rs 3.56.alitre.

In all, duty on petrol rate was hiked by
Rs 11.77 per litre and that on diesel by
13.47 a litre in those 15 months that
helped the government to more than
double the excise mop up to Rs
242,000 crore in 2016-17 from Rs
99,000 crore n 2014-15.

It cut excise duty by Rs 2 in October
2017 and by Rs 1.50 a year later. But it
raised excise duty by Rs 2 per litre in
July 2019,

You Must Know This About
The Validity Of BS-1V Cars

ection 41(7) of the Motor

Vehicle Act, 1988 for

“Registration, how to be

made™ read as “A certificate
of registration issued under sub-
section (3 ), Whether before or after the
commencement of this Act, in respect
of a motor vehicle, other than a
transport vehicle, shall, subject to the
provisions contained in this Act, be
valid only for a periods of fifteen years
from the date of issue of such
certificate and shall be renewable™.
The Parliament has recently passed the
Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act,
2019, Section 17 of the Motor Vehicles
(Amendment) Act, 2019 provides for
amendment in sub-section 7 of
Section 41 of the Motor Vehicles Act,
1989 which reads as “A certificate of
registration issued under sub-section
(3). whether before or after the
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commencement of this Act, in respect
of a motor vehicle shall, subject to the
provisions contained in this Act, be
valid only for a period of fifteen years
from the date of issue of such
certificate or for such period as may be
prescribed by the Central Government
and shall be renewable,” This Ministry
has made operational around 60
provisions of the Motor Vehicles
{Amendment) Act, 2019 with effect
from 1st of September 2019 in whole
of India vide SO 3110(E) dated 28th
August, 2019 and 50 3147(E) dated
30th August, 2019,

Further, the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) vide its order dated 07.04.2015
has directed that Petrol vehicles which
are more than 15 years old and diesel
vehicles that are more than 10 years
old shall not be registered in the NCR,
Dethi.

Moreover, the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways, vide GSR
178 (E) dated 20th February, 2018 had
notified that new motor vehicles
conforming to Emission Standard
Bharat Stage-IV manufactured before
the Ist April, 2020 shall not be
registered after the 30th June, 2020
and the new motor vehicles of
categories M and N conforming to
Emission Standard Bharat Stage-IV
manufactured before the Ist April,
2020 and seld in the form of drive
away chassis shall not be registered
after the 30th September, 2020.
However, the Hon'ble Supreme Court
vide its order dated 24th October, 2018
has directed that no new motor vehicle
conforming to the emission standard
Bharat Stage-IV shall be sold or
registered in the entire country with
effect from 01.04.2020.

X



_ g Agarwal Packers and Movers, Proud winner of :
DRS LIMCA BOOK OF RECORDS for the first of its kind, Innuvatwe

GROUP “CHAPP VAN"

“SINCE 1984

The New CHAPP VAN by Agarwal Packers and Movers
The shifting Experts
(Car Household Artifacts Plants Pets) (GEELELEESCUTREIIR

(I NSE emerge | ¢ MMM |

—— : 93 6001 4001 L.L.‘
l F '_ﬁ*{-m PP VAN | www.agarwalpackers.in ./ J
| ' LY :

Enjoy our hallmark service in our unigue CHAPP VAN

guaranteed to give you tension free shifting
At Agarwal Packers and Movers we are constantly evolving and innovating selutions. Qur priority is safe and on
fime service ensuring peoce of mind to our customers. Another step fowards this endeavor is the CHAPP VAN,
ane of its kind in the world and custom designed by cur R&D centre. The CHAPP VAN facilitates shiffing of all the
belongings like 4 wheeler, 2 wheeler, entire household arficles, speciol and precious artifacts, pets and plants -
providing spoce for each item in o specific monner to ensure complete sofety thus eliminating hassles of gaing
through multiple vehicles like a car carrier or pets transfer service ete., and ofcourse we understand how much
our customers value their plants .

Krnow More about the All in one Chapp Van at Agarwal Packers.in

Call: 93 6001 4001
Experience it for yourself, call us today.

For shifting call: 6001 4001 (Metro), 6001 400 (Non-Metros)

Agarwal Packers and Movers (DRS Group)
& 220, Kabra Complex, 61 M.G. Road, Secunderabad - 500 003, ==

Phone : +91-40- 27711276/504. Toll Free No: 1800 420 4321 Jﬁ /ﬁ
E-mail ; info@agarwalpackers.in = -
o DRS j agamalpackers@
@%ﬂﬂ' Dilip Road Lines
Limited LIMCA BOOK OF RECORDS WINNER

Owver 10 lakh happy customers | Senvices lo 1200 destinalions nationwide | 60 fully computerised branches | 24 hours Customer Care
Warehousing facility | Pre-Shifting to Post Shifting Services | Worldwide Door to Door Service




Track The Development Of
Road Infrastructure Here

he Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
had taken up detailed review of NHs network
with a view to develop the road connectivity
to Border areas, development of Coastal
roads mcluding road connectivity for Non-

Major ports, improvement in the
efficiency of National Corridors,
development of Economic Corridors, Inter
Corridors and Feeder Routes along with
integration with Sagarmala, etc., under
“Bharatmala Parivojana™, Under this
proposal, the Ministry has identified
stretches for development of about 26,200
km length of Economic Corridors, 8,000
km of Inter Corridors, 7.500 km of Feeder
Routes, 5,300 km Border and International
connectivity roads, 4,100 km Coastal and
Port connectivity roads, 1,900 km
Expressways, National Corridor
Efficiency improvement by development
of ring roads around 28 cities,
decongestion of about 125 choke points
and 66 congestion points, development of
35 nos. of Multimodal Logistics Parks.

The Ministry is primarily responsible for
development and maintenance of National

Highways (NHs). Development and maintenance of NHs
is a continuous process. The works on NHs are,
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The works on
NHs are,
accordingly, taken
up depending
upon inter-se
priority, traffic
density and
availability of
Sfunds to keep
the NHs in
traffic worthy
conditions

accordingly, taken up depending upon inter-se priority,
traffic density and availability of funds to keep the NHs in
traffic worthy conditions.

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)
approved the proposal for investment approval for Phase-|

of “Bharatmala Pariyojana™ during its
meeting held on 24.10.2017. *Bharatmala
Pariyojana™ Phase-1 includes
development of about 9.000 km length of
Economic corridors, about 6,000 km
length of Inter-corridor and feeder roads,
about 5,000 km length of National
Corridors Efficiency improvements, about
2,000 km length of Border and
International connectivity roads, about
2000 km length of Coastal and port
connectivity roads, about 800 km length of
Expressways and balance length of about
10,000 km of roads under National
Highways Development Project (NHDP).
The programme is targeted for completion
in2021-2022.

Total investment of Rs. 6,92,324 crore is
envisaged under Bharatmala Pariyojana
Phase-1 and other NHs/road development
schemes upto 2021-22; this includes

investment of Rs. 5.35.000 crore for Bharatmala
Pariyojana Phase-1 and projects under NHDP.

X
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PAY PER PALLET PER DAY

Now book Warehouse Space online @ www.pdd.pw

Everything in its Place And
Place for Everything

An initiative of IndoArya

29

Salient Features

® Flexible Storage
Security Detposit Free
Lock - in Free
Fumigated Warehouse
Fire Protected
24 Hour Services
24/7 Power Backup

® 3- | ayer Security

® Connectivity to Transport Hubs

¢ Online Order Management

We are Available at:

@ Assam

Q Delhi - NCR

@ Goa

¢ Gujarat

9 Haryana

¢ Karnataka

9 Maharastra

9 Madhya Pradesh

9 Punjab

@ Telengana

Q Tamil Nadu

¢ West Bengal

+91 9711203838
[J +91 9711203888
& info@p4d.pw




Parliamentary Session

All The Deets From
The Parliamentary Session

he following information
was given by Union
Minister for Road
Transport and Highways
Nitin Gadkari in a written
reply in the recent Parliamentary
sessions,
Insurance Premium of Vehicles
The Parliament has recently passed the
Motor Vehicles {(Amendment) Act,
2019. Section 51 of the Motor Vehicles
(Amendment) Act, 2019 provides tor
substitution of Chapter XI in the
Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 wherein
section 147(2) of the Motor Vehicles
Act, 1988 for “Requirement of
Policies and limits of liability™ reads
as- “MNotwithstanding anything
contained under any other law for the
time being in force, for the purposes of
third party insurance related to either
death of a person or grievous hurt to a
person, the Central Government shall
prescribe a base premium and the
liability of an insurer in relation to
such premium for an insurance policy
under sub-section (1) in consultation
with the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority”™. The
Ministry has made operational around
60 provisions of the Motor Vehicles
{Amendment) Act, 2019 with effect
from 1st of September 2019 vide 50
I1TO(E) dated 28th August, 2019 and
50 3147(E) dated 30th August, 2019,
Steps taken to Minimise Waiting
Time at Toll Gates
According to the Government
mandate, all lanes of fee plazas on
Mational Highways except one lane
have been declared as FASTag Lane of
the fee plaza. As a result, waiting time
in FASTag lanes has significantly
reduced. However, the waiting time in
the hybrid lane which accepts cash has
increased because of non-FASTag
vehicles.
The automated IT system of collection
of fee through FASTag provides for
discounts for up-and-down/return
journeys through toll gates.
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FASTag related issues and complaints
at fee plazas of MNational Highways
(NH) are addressed through a central
NH Helpline Number 1033, Most of
the complaints are resolved instantly
by the customer executive. Other
complaints are forwarded to
concerned regional office of National
Highways Authority of India (NHAT)
and banks for necessary resolution,
Apart from 1033, 24 participating

banks of FASTag programme also
have their own dedicated customer
care helpline to cater to complainis of
respective customer base. In view of
increasing number of NH stretches
and NH fee plazas, NHAI has also
strengthened the capacity of NH
Helpline 1033 to cater to increased call
volume,

Conversion of Fastag Lanes into
Hybrid Lanes

In July 2019, Government announced
the FASTag mandate of declaring all
lanes except one lane of National
Highways fee plazas as “FASTag lane
of Fee Plaza”™ wef 1st December
2019, In order to facilitate sufficient
lead time to citizens to obtain FASTag,
the mandate was shified to 15th
December 2019 and the system was
implemented across the country.

Considering the request of National
Highways Authority of India (NHAT)
and keeping in view inconvenience to
citizens, Government decided that 25
percent of the FASTag lanes may be
temporarily converted to hybrid lanes
with the approval of Regional Officer
concerned for next 30 days from 15th
December 2019, It was further
decided to relax the conditions
regarding declaration of FASTag fee

lanes for 30 days from |5th January
2020 at only 635 fee plazas of NHAl so

that citizens are not put into
inconvenience. These 65 fee plazas
have been allowed to operate up to 25
per cent of all fee lanes as hybrid (cash
plus FASTag) lanes during this period.
For rest of the fee plazas the system
has been implemented as per mandate.
Further, again the relaxation was
extended to 30 fee plazas of NHAI for
30 days from 14th February 2020,
these 30 fee plazas have been allowed
to operate up to 25 per cent of all fee
lanes as hybrid (cash plus FASTag)
lanes during this period.

Central Accident Database
Management System

Ministry of Road Transport &
Highways has launched Integrated
Road Accident Database (IRAD)
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System. The primary purpose of
IRAD is to enhance road safety, and
thus endeavors to generate various
types of insights through the Analytics
Dashboard, Trend Analysis ete. and
therefore, decision making by Apex
Authorities. The six states identified
for piloting the project are
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu.

Recall Policy for Vehicles

To review the existing road accident
data collection / reporting format so as
to make recording and reporting of
road accident data more accurate,
objective and ensuring coverage of all
relevant information, a Committee
was constituted consisting  experts
from Indian Institute of Technology
(HT), Delhi, 1T Kharagpur, World
Health Organization (WHO), senior
officers from Police and Transport
Depariments of States, Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare and officers
of the Ministry. The Committee has
submitted its report. On the basis of the
recommendations of the Committee, a
revised uniform road accident
recording and reporting format has
been adopted.

The Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways has issued notification 5.0,
1139 (E) dated 28.04.2015 and 5.0.
2412 (E) dated 03.09.2015 wherein
for amendment of Central Motor
Vehicles Rules. 1989 {(CMVRs) the
following crash standards have been
notified: -

Automotive Industry Standard 098-
2008 as amended from time to time for
Protection of occupants in the event of
an Offset Frontal Collision shall be
mandatory for the new models from
1st October, 2017 and for all models
Ist October, 20119

Automotive Industry Standard 099 -
2008 as amended from time to time for
Side door impact for all passenger
cars, Protection of Occupants in the
event of Lateral Collision shall be
mandatory for the new models from
Ist October, 2018 and for all models
with effect from 1st October, 2019,
Further, this Ministry has also notified
G.5.R 14B3(E) dated 07.12.2017 vide

which Motor vehicles of category M1,
manufactured on and after the 1st day
of July, 2019 are to comply with the
additional safety features like seat belt
reminder, manual over-ride, speed
alert system, wvehicle reverse gear
sensor etc. and its requirements as
stipulated in Auntomotive Industry
Standard (AIS) 145-2017,

A new section 110A has been inserted
through the Motor Vehicles
{Amendment) Act, 2019, recently
passed by Parliament, which has
provision for recall of motor vehicles
in case of defect that may cause harm

A new section 1104
has been inserted
through the Motor
Vehicles (Amendment)
Act, 2019, recently
passed by Parliament,
which has provision
Sfor recall of motor
vehicles in case of
defect that may cause
harm to environment
or the driver or
occupants of such
motor vehicle or
other road users

to environment or the driver or
occupants of such motor vehicle or
other road users.

Cutting down Vehicular Emission

In order to cut down vehicles emission
by boosting the operation of electric
vehicles, the Government, vide 5.0.
5333(E) dated 18th October, 2018 has
granted exemption to the Battery
Operated Transport Vehicles from the
requirements of permit. The
Government has also notified that the
registration mark for Battery Operated
Vehicles to be on a Green background
for their identification. Further, the

Government vide, G.5.R. 1225(E),
dated 20th December, 2018 had
notified ceriain specifications for the
grant of licence to the age group of 16-
18 years to drive gearless electric two
wheeler upto 4.0 KW, These measures
will create a favourable ecosystem for
growth of electric vehicles in public
transport and shared mobility and
boost the demand for environment
friendly wehicles in the country.
Ministry has also issued an advisory
dated 17th July, 2019 to all States and
Union Territories to promote use of
electric vehicles.

Budgetary Allocation for Road
Sector

Budgetary allocation of the Ministry
during the year 2019-20 is Rs.
83,015 97crore. Apart from the above,
National Highways Authority of India
{(NHAI) has been authorized to raise
REs. 75.000croreas Internal and Extra
Budgetary Resources (IEBR).

There has been a decline in the private
sector participation due to wvarious
factors such as non-availability of
equity with Concessionaires,
difficulties in getting financing from
Financial Institutions, failure of
projects awarded during 2010-11 &
2011-12, etc. The Ministry took
initiatives thereafter to implement
projects primarily on Engineering-
Procurement-Construction (EPC)
mode and Hybrid Annuity Model
(HAM) of Contracting. For projects
awarded on HAM, 40% of the Project
Cost is paid by Government/ NHAI as
contribution support / grant to the
Private Developer and the balance
60% is arranged by the successful
bidder in lieu of deferred Annuity
Payments during Concession Period.
Government has also taken initiatives
for raising funds through monetization
of completed road projects on Toll-
Operate-Transfer (TOT) mode.
Further NHAI has been authorized to
raise funds through Infrastructure
Investment Trust (InvIT) and
securitization of toll revenue so as to
get long term borrowing from Banks,
etc. These measures have successfully
enabled mobilization of additional
resources.

X
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National Highway
In The Country
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has been constructed stretches ﬂf NH. S, mcludmg of NHs. including restoration of

in the country during restﬂj"ﬂﬁﬂn ﬂf dﬂmﬂges due damages due to floods, rainfalls,
year 2019-20 till fﬂﬂﬂﬂds rainﬁrﬂs ete.. on etc., on such stretches, are carried
) ! .

December, 2019, whereas 1522 out annually as per available

km length of National Highways such str Effkfs, are carried budgetary outlay, inter-se priority
has been constructed during 2019- gt ﬂnnuaﬂy as per available and waffic density to keep such

20 under Bharatmala project. . NHs in traffic worthy conditions.
, st budgetary outlay, inter-se , '
Maintenance and repair of Total funds allocated for

National Highways is a p?fﬂffﬂ’ﬂﬂdtfﬂﬁiﬂdﬁﬂ.ﬂﬂy maintenance of National

continuous process. Maintenance fo kegp Su{j'h N HS fn highways for year 2019-20 is Rs.

of stretches of NHs, where either s i 2067.17 crore and expenditure till
Development works: have traffic worthy conditions. . ...e. 2019 is Rs. 762,50
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Maintenance and Transfer (OMT)  maintenance ﬂfNﬂf!‘ﬂHﬂf Government of India has
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Maintenance (O&M) Contracts hlngﬂy Sf pr year 2019-20 development programme under

have been awarded, are the is Rs. 2067.17 crore and SARDP-NE Scheme in NER.
responsibility of the concerned expenditure till DECEMI)EF, Under SARDP-NE (Phase —A and

Concessioners’ Contractors till the . Arunachal Pradesh) 6418 km
Concession Period/ the Defect 2 01 9 IS RS‘ 762"5 0 crore (5998 km actual design length)
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has already been identified for
development at an estimated
investment of about Rs. 33,750 crore,
out of which 3225 km has been
completed and 2155 km is under
construction,

The Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways has also taken up the
connectivity Improvement Program
for Char-Dham (Kedarnath,
Badrinath, Yamunotri & Gangotri) in
Uttarakhand. The program includes
projects of improvement
/development of 889 km length of
NHs at total estimated cost of about
Rs. 11,700 crore. Out of 889 km, 1.1
km has been completed and 646 km
length is under construction.

The Ministry had taken up detailed
review of NHs network and has given
investment approval for Bharatmala
Parivojana Phase 1 Scheme for
development of about 34800 km
(including 10,000 Km residual NHDP
stretches)  at an estimated outlay of
Rs. 5,35,000.00 ¢r, Development of
major Highways will be done under
this scheme including the
development of Economic Corridors,
Inter-Corridors and feeder roads,
National Corridors Efficiency
improvements, Border and
International Connectivity roads,
coastal and port connectivity roads
and expressways. The total number of
246 projects in a length of 10,100 Km
has been awarded till February, 2020,
Further, 1255 Km has been
constructed under Bharatmala Project
in FY 2019-20,

Ministry of Road Transport &
Highways has targeted to develop
60,000 km length of National
Highways (NHs) upto 2024-25
including improvement of road
connectivity for tourist destinations,
construction of bypasses, development
of ring roads, decongestion of choke

Ministry of Road
Transport &
Highways has
targeted to develop
60,000 km length of
National Highways
(NHs) upto 2024-25
including

improvement of road

connectivity for
tourist destinations,
construction of
bypasses,
development of ring
roads, decongestion
of choke points
and congestion
points, etc

Government Policies & Initiatives

points and congestion points, eic.

The Ministry took up development of
MHs/ roads under various phases of
Mational Highways Development
Project (NHDP), Special Accelerated
Road Development Programme for
the North East Region (SARDP-NE)
including Arunachal Pradesh Package
of Roads, Special Programme for
Development of Roads in the Left
Wing Extremism (LWE) affected
areas, Externally Aided Projecis
(EAP), National Highways (Original)
[NH ()] scheme, ete. Various phases
of NHDP envisaged development of
NHs to 4/6 lane and 2 lane NH
standards, development of
expressways, etc. Development of
most of the roads/ NHs under other
schemes envisages their upgradation
to 2 lane NH standards.

The Ministry had taken up detailed
review of NHs network with a view to
develop the road connectivity to
Border areas, development of Coastal
roads including road connectivity for
Non-Major ports, improvement in the
efficiency of National Corridors,
development of Economic Corridors,
Inter Corridors and Feeder Routes
along with integration with
Sagarmala, etc.. under “Bharatmala
Pariyvojana”. Under this proposal, the
Ministry identified stretches for
development of about 26,200 km
length of Economic Corridors, 8.000
km of Inter Corridors, 7,500 km of
Feeder Routes, 5,300 km Border and
International connectivity roads,
4,100 km Coastal and Port
connectivity roads, 1,900 km
Expressways, National Corridor
Efficiency improvement by
development of ring roads around 28
cities, decongestion of about 125
choke points and 66 congestion points,
development of 35 nos. of Multimodal
Logistics Parks.

X
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Road Accidents Down By
10% After Increase In Fines

he number of road accidents has gone down by
an average 10 percent after the amended
Motor Vehicles Act with a steep increase in
fines came into force, Lok Sabha was
informed by Road Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari, reported PTIL.
Responding to supplementary queries during Question
Hour, the minister said after the amended law came into

force in September 2019, most states have seen a decline in
road accidents. He said Kerala and Assam on the contrary
have seen an increase in accidents. The states and union
territories that saw reduction in road accidents include
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Andhra
Pradesh and Manipur. He said on an average there has been
areduction of 10 percent in road accidents.

Also, the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways has

Sr. No. | Name of the State | Number of Vehicle
Accidents during 5 months
before Implementation of
the Act (Apr'l19 to Aug'19)

Number of Vehicle Percentage Change
Accidents during 5 months
after Implementation of the
Act (Sept'19 to Jan'20)

Gujarat 7304

6316 -13.52%

Uttar Pradesh 18614

16239 -12.75%

Manipur 287

277 -3.40%

Jammu & Kashmir | 2683

2284 -14.87%

Andhra Pradesh NA

NA -6.40%

Chandigarh 134

115 -14.10%

Kerala 20103 (for 6 months)

21105 (for 6 months) 4.90%

Assam 4058 (for 6 months)

4352 (for 6 months) 7.20%

Maharashtra 13848

13097 =5.40%

Chbhattisgarh 5881

5604 -4.70%

11 Haryana 5537 (for & months)

5490 (for 6 months) -L00%s

12 Delhi 2306

2274 -1L.80%

recently launched “Integrated Road Accident Database
(IRAD) System”. The primary purpose of IRAD is to
enhance road safety, and thus endeavors to generate
various types of insights through the Analytics Dashboard,
Trend Analysis ete. and therefore, decision making by
Apex Authorities. The six states identified for piloting the
project are Maharashira, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.

The Ministry implements scheme of publicity measures
and awareness campaigns on road safety to create
awareness among road users through various media,
NGOs etc. Besides, National Road Safety Week is
observed every calendar year for spreading awareness and
strengthening road safety.

X

“Today's Accomplishments Were Yesterday's Impossibilities.” — Robert H. Schuller
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Tata Motors'
Lucknow Plant
Targets 100%
Renewable

Energy Sourcing
by 2030

ata Motors has announced that it

aims to achieve 100 per cent

renewable energy sourcing by 2030

for all its energy requirements at the

Lucknow plant, which is specialised
in designing and manufacturing of a range of
buses.

Notably, the Lucknow plant of Tata Motors has
adopted an Energy Management System
(EMS), to ensure a substantial reduction of 38
percent in specific energy consumption over the
last four years, claims the company. It also says
that the energy consumption has been reduced to
250 kWh/equivalent vehicle in FY2018-19 from
406 kWh/equivalent vehicle in FY2015-16. The
automaker claims that it is leveraging
innovation, optimizing operations,
implementing energy-efficient technologies,
adopting energy conservation measures in order
to achieve the target. Besides, the company
claims that significant energy conservation
measures have resulted in reducing the plant's
non-working day energy consumption by 57
percent.

Commenting on the initiatives, Pramod
Choudhary, Plant Head - Tata Motors, Lucknow,
said, “Environment protection features as a top
priority agenda in our business and we have set
the action plans for carbon emission control,
energy conservation, water conservation, and
waste management, Our Lucknow plant has
always been cognizant of the need for energy
conservation and has been steadily making
progress towards attaining 100 percent
renewable energy sourcing for all its operations
by 2030," reported ET Auto.

He also said, "We have increased the share of
renewable energy to over 16% in the last two
years by installing 4MWp capacity rooftop solar
power plant in the plant premises. We will
continue to drive such innovative initiatives as
our contribution to make this planet smarter and
greener, thus attaining sustainable development.”

Truck Manufacturers

Face Difficulties in
Offloading Pending
BS-1V Stock

oing through a tough time with sales plummeting to an
all-time low, heavy commercial vehicle makers have
run into even more troubles with finance companies
now refusing to extend loans for heavy trucks.

With the March 31 deadline for registering vehicles
meeting Bharat Stage-1V emission norms drawing near, leading
finance companies are openly shying away from financing heavy
trucks due to uncertainty over whether the registration process can
be completed by the end of the month, industry insiders said.

That is because as much as 80% of heavy trucks sold in the country
are sold by the manufacturers without the cabin, or body, which the
buyers get built by a third party body builder. Now, only a fully built
vehicle can be registered, while it takes 20-25 days on an average for
atruck body to be built. So, no financier is sure about funding BS-IV
trucks.

*A shortage of body builders also causes further delays,” said Vinod
Agarwal, CEO of VE Commercial Vehicles, a joint venture between
Volve Group and Eicher Motors that builds trucks and buses,
reported ET. “Heavy trucks are in the 18-55 tonnage capacity and
cost anywhere between 20 lakh and 750 lakh. Financiers need to be
conservative as there is concern on the deadline and they need to be
sure that they don't incur any losses,” he said.

Only motor vehicles conforming Bharat Stage-V1 emission norms
can be registered in the country from April 1 onwards as the Supreme
Court has banned sale and registration of BS-1V vehicles after March
31. While manufacturers are hopeful that demand will pick up from
April onwards with financiers set to fund B5-VI1 trucks, industry
experts agree that this will require an economic revival. Truck sales
have been on a downward swing for months now.

Part of the problem *lies with large fleet operators who are not
adding fresh capacity as they see no economic viability™, said
Ramesh lyer, MD of Mahindra Finance. *The capacity remains
underutilised and subsequently operating costs are increasing,” he
said. “What is proving to be a dampener is the fact that freight rates
are not going up as proportionally as they should, making the
viability of a truck operator a big issue.”

This issue has been further compounded by large idle capacity,
experts said. The incentive to advance purchases because of high
discounts is also not there, industry veteran Arun Malhotra said.

Following the economic slowdown, an increase in axle load norms
and disruption in supply chain network of manufacturers, sales of
commercial vehicles was down by 22% at about 704,000 units
during the first 11 months of the current fiscal, according to data
released by industry body SIAM. Within this, sales of medium and
heavy commercial vehicles was down by 37% at about 219,000 units
while light commercial vehicle sales declined 12% at about 485,000
units, SIAM data showed.

X
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Volvo Launches Trucks
With Revamped Designs To
Global Market

olvo Trucks introduced
four new truck models
to the global
commercial vehicle
market, including
Europe, Asia and South America. The
trucks will aim to serve the growing
need for driver recruitment by
focusing on driver comfort. The truck
manufacturer reiterated continued
support of safety and sustainability
initiatives as well.
"The drivers will get a lot with this
new product range," said Volvo Trucks
president Roger Alm, reported
FleetOwner, He added, "We have
improved the comfort, the
ergonomics, the visibility, lower noise
level, and improved safety. We will
have a completely new driver
experience, and we will set the new
standard In our industry."
"This [represents] 70 percent of our
total sales globally,” Alm said of the
new product launches, adding, "This is
very important for us. This is the
largest launch that we are doing here
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everat Volvo Trucks."

The launch includes the release of four
heavy duty trucks - FH, FH16, FM,
and FMX. These products represent
two-thirds of Volve Trucks' global
product deliveries.

"With all the smart innovations and
features that we've bundled together,
we have a much better safe trucks,”
said Helene Mellquist, senior vice
president, Volvo Trucks Europe. "We
also have a driver environment that is
exceptional. On top of that, with the
fuel efficiency we also make a great
contribution to sustainability.”

The major focus for this new ling has
been providing driver comfort and
safety.

As sustainability continues to be a
major focus for the truck
manufacturer, Yolvo Trucks focused
on making improvements on the
traditional internal combustion engine
to further improve fuel efficiency and
address emissions concerns,

"It's very versatile, it's highly efficient,
it can be used for many different types

of fuel such as biofuel,” said Jessica
Sandstrom, senior vice president,
global project management at Volvo
Trucks, regarding internal combustion
engines. "We always aim to be leaders
in fuel economy, and that means that
we will continue to develop our
combustion engines going forward."
In particular, the OE has focused on
natural gas and diesel biofuel options
as altermatives to traditional diesel
fuel.

In many markets, the Volvo FH and
Volvo FM are available with the Euro
6 compliant gas-powered liquid
natural gas LNG engine. This option
allows for fueling options of biogas or
natural gas - both of which help to
reduce CO2 emissions compared 1o
Volvo's equivalent diesel trucks.

MNotably, Volvo Trucks has also
designed this new truck series to allow
for compatibility and development
into full electric trucks in the future.
Application will help to determine
which powertrain design would be
most suitable for each customer,

X
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Bollinger Motors

Unveils Electric
Truck Platform

available," the company said in a
release, reported ET Auto,

Besides, Bollinger E-Chassis is also
equipped with electronic  stability
control, electronic traction control, a
hydro-pneumatic self-leveling
suspension system, and a 5-15 kW
onboard charger/inverter.

As per the company, the platform can
be lengthened or shortened 1o suit the
needs of individual customers.

Motors, a

ollinger
Michigan-based startup,

showcased its first
electric platform and
chassis for commercial
vehicles.
The platform named 'E-Chassis' is the
world's first and only Class 3 electric
platform which has been designed to
offer a high level of utility for the
commercial electric truck market,
according to the company.
The entire platform is now patent
pending and can accommodate any
future models developed by Bollinger
Motors,
"The E-Chassis can be customized to
meet customer requests and will
include a 120 kWh battery pack as
standard equipment. An optional 180
kWh battery pack will also be

The platform
named "E-Chassis'
is the world's first

and only Class 3
electric platform
which has been
designed to offer a
high level of utility
for the commercial
electric truck market,
according to the
company

"The E-Chassis will be built alongside
its B1 and B2 vehicles at its factory in
Michigan and will be available to
commercial customers in 2021." the
company added.

Commenting on the unveiling CEO
Robert Bollinger said "When we first
built our Class 3 Bl, we knew there
was a commercial aspect to the
platform. Not only cab-on-chassis, but
entirely new truck bodies can fit on our
E-Chassis, and help propel the world
to all-clectric that much faster.”

At present, Bollinger's Bl SUV and
the B2 Pickup are sharing the same E-
Chassis platform. The entire platform
15 now patent pending and can
accommodate future models and other
trucks developed by Bollinger Motors,
the company said,

X

“The Future Belongs To The Competent. Get Good, Get Better, Be The Best!” — Brian Tracy
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Road Safety

Arresting Alarming Road Deaths
On Indian Roads — A Practitioner's
Comprehensive Perspective

By Rama Shankar Pandey, MD-Hella India Lighting Ltd.
& Chairman, FICCI Sub Committee on Road Safety

he loss of life on Indian
roads has been a staggering
1.5 lakhs every wyear and
millions are left
immaobilised for life due to
absolutely no fault of theirs
at times. The menace of road death has
been far greater than the combined menace
of natural calamities and terrorism. Yet
this remains the least prioritised topic in
our day to day lives. A single terror attack
makes us all raise our voices and hold
candle march protests yet 415 people not
coming back to their homes everyday
hardly makes any eye balls roll. It is
therefore important that every individual
feels the need to inculcate safe driving
habits and not just hope that the other
person on the road will spare us. It is not an
act of God but understanding the science
behind right driving and making changes
in driving behaviour. The significam
number of road crashes can be avouded
only if people believe that it is skills and
science while driving that needs to be
looked at and not anything else.
Mimimising road accidents or crashes is a
collective responsibility of the society
and involves a multi stake holder
approach. No nation can achieve the
desired results unless every section of the
society 1s involved in the task. Right from
children studying in schools who will be
the future road users, to existing drivers
on the roads to the enforcement agencies
and the Govt. everyvone needs to be
sensitised about the menace of road |
crashes.
First & Foremost, we need to provide

_—

Laser Sharp direction to India’s Road [

Safety mission by a robust & reliable
Accident Research Data. Today
individual stakeholders are looking at the
problem from their own perspective as an
individual solution provider. Though it's
with good intent, we normally push our
individual competency as a final answer
to this complex problem, i's bound o |
fail, as our diagnostic approach is neither |
comprehensive nor based on accurate |
data. The data collected by our Police are

neither timely nor diagnostically useful.

We are missing both quality of Accident |
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Data, its granularity and consistency of
numbers. There are only 2 ways we can
solve it, cither we build a Nationwide
network of eross functional teams, trained
with global best practices and ensure that
they reach on the accident site in no time
and collect forensic evidences before its
lost. This will need huge government
investment and a relatively longer time to
implement. Another approach can be to
equip every car with Vision & 0T
technologies to record real time accident
data like a black box approach in Aircrafis,
so that accident scene can be
reconstructed, and root cause analysis will
lead to targeted interventions, This
alternative seems faster & easier but
commercially more challenging as it will
need private investment by every Vehicle
owner. This is where a collaborative
Approach among Industry pariners and
little support from Government can make
it affordable for Consumers. These
connected, and Vision technology put in
the car can generate huge amount of Data
which can be monetized by Insurance

First things First

—

Companies, Component & OEF
manufacturers and other service providers
as per their agreement with the vehicle
owner and Govi. can source critical
accident research data at a relatively low
spend. We at Hella are willing 1o join such
consortium for utilization of vehicle user
data to arrest alarming Road Deaths. One
good example of shared business model to
make it viable is how most of us are using
Gioogle Maps on a day to day basis.
Secondly, we should provide direction to
our Technology, Regulations &
enforcement Road Map with a “First thing
First™ approach and balance the
importance of Active & Passive safety
equally. Safety cyele starts with
“Visibility™, We call it a cycle of
| .Recognition (of Traffic) 2.Reaction (of
the Road User) & 3.Injury Avoidance (of
all mvolved). Precaution is better than
cure. We create millions of opportunities
for accidents in India by having
unfavourable traffic situations &
unpredictable Recognition of traffic on
our roads. We must prioritize solving all
ourissues in the Recognition Phase,
As our country's per capita income is still
on a lower side, affordability of
technology is critical for its wide
adoption & use. We must prioritize our
technology Road Map. Even though we
are able to bring all kind of safety
regulations when the vehicle is delivered,
compliance fall down while it is in day 1o

| day operation. This is obvious when you

see Big Trucks missing Stop/Tail &
Signaling lamps, Vehicles blinding you
with glare where Headlamps are not

— levelled. A laser focus approach to solve
| all kind of Traffic recognition issue, be it

Wisibility, be it Lane discipline and
overtaking discipline will greatly reduce
the chances of creating an emergency
situation every kilometre of our drives.

Thirdly, reasons of Road Accidents can
be many, but one sure solution can be to
become a good Driver our self and create

| aculture of Safe & Defensive Driving on
| our Roads. Road Crashes are mainly

linked to driving behaviour when
analysed minutely. Tt has been observed

| in a lot of post crash analysis that the
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crash could have been avoided had right
driving behaviour been displayed. These
days the connected vehicles through use of
10T helps a lot in analysing these factors
which then can be of immense help while
conducting post license defensive driving
training.

Another way of reducing crashes is use of
technology for assisting and alarming the
Road Users in real time and make the
Transportation system mire forgiving to
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human mistajes. Self analysis of one's
owns driving behaviour and therchy
understanding and correcting oneself is
the key towards achieving the goal of
reducing road deaths by 50% by 2030 as
per the latest Stockholm declaration. Drive
Smart Drive Safe- An NGO for Road
Safety has launched the Drive Safe Club
app which allows one's mobile phone to
turn into a dash cam and records
parameters such as harsh braking, rapid
acceleration, sharp turnings, lane
deviations ete and gives a driving score,
One can analyse their trip and see the
scores for improvement. The aim of the
app is to promote clubs in every corporate
so as data shows that there are 11 crore
people who use to road to commuie to
work every day. If through the app. these
11 crores of the population can be made
sensible drivers through self-analysis of
their own driving half the baule is won.
These technologies can be used to ereate a
MNational standard of caleulating Safe
Driving Practices as a comprchensive
score and positively motivate consumers
fordriving safe.

Another segment that needs to be
addressed is the large number of
commercial vehicle drivers. India’s
transportation and economic lifeline
depends on Trucks and Lorry's. According
to the latest accident report released by
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
for the year 2018, National Highways

contd...

which comprise of 1.94 percent of 1atal
road network, accounted for 30.2 per cent
of total road accidents and 35.7 per cent of
deaths in 2018, State Highways which
account for 2.97% of the road length
accounted for 252 percent and 26.8
percent of accidents and deaths
respectively. A total of 57,441 accidents
were reported involving Trucks/Lorry's
out of which 23 868 were fatal and 51,166
people were injured. Road Safety
therefore  for
this segment
becomes

important.

S A T]‘tcp‘iﬂ.ﬁ:l' they
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travel the

safer are the
goods they
carry and in
turn make the
highways
safer for
themselves
and other
road users.
Drivers are
not getting
. their due
| | §| respect in the
community
although they form the backbone of
moving goods for our necessary
necessities & prosperity, is also due to our
mindset in the society which
disproportionately reward white collar
jobs over skilled jobs & partly due to
inadequately skilled Drivers. The truck
driver community is one of the majorly
stressed out driver's community in the
country & hence getting more & more
involved in Road Crashes. It happens even
when all of them fear an immediate

This needs a radical change in our
approach, from compliance & punishment
toempathy & enablement. We must start to
train, enable, empower & trust our drivers
than continue to blame and continue to
have crashes every day. The long distance
travels, months away from home, no

proper facilities on the highways along
with the pressure to deliver on time takes a
toll on their mental as well as physical
wellbeing.

The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill
2019  which came inte effect from
September also flags the importance of
having a National Transportation Policy to
“Arrest Alarming Road Deaths™. This if
implemented properly will be a big help
for the drivers. Statistics shows that many
accidents on the highways takes place just
before dawn when the driver invariably
dozes of behind the wheels. Night driving
policies therefore needs to be
implemented across industries and
organisations need to make it a part of the
policies which will ensure the transporters
do not violate them just to reduce
turnaround time. Corporate's as part of
CSR initiatives can also ensure that proper
resting places with facilities of health
check-ups, personal hygiene, personal
care etc are made available across national
highways in partnership with NHAIL for
drivers to rest whenever fatigued by
constant driving.

Road Safety is a science that needs to be
practiced every time we are behind the
wheels. It is an acquired behaviour which
is dependent on multiple factors both
external and internal. Certain external
factors may not be within our immediate
control such as road design, weather
conditions etc but the internal factors such
as a trained responsible driver, a well
maintained vehicle and proper monitoring
of driving behaviour through VTS is
absolutely in our hands and therefore
should be implemented positively. A
properly driven vehicle has also shown
statistically to have reduced the cost of
wear and tear and also fuel consumption

e R S e i

thereby helping cut operational costs
which should be another reason to
encourage following Road Safety. Driver
training programs on the aspects of Road
Safery and refreshing them every vear
should be implemented. Also Use of
Vehicle Tracking Systems or VTS devices
in the trucks should be encouraged as it
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allows one to analyse the driver behaviour
over a period of time and see if the
trainings given are actually being
implemented on the road or not.  The use
of Technology will help drivers in
improving their driving and will make
them safe on roads.

Regulations around Safer Vehicles have
gained maximum importance in current
time. India will be soon at par with global
standards with respect to both safety &
environment regulations road map. The
automobile industry & companies like
Hella India Lighting Lid. is not only
committed to reduce Road Deaths, it has
taken many steps in Lngmu:nuh &
Technology to ensure

safer vehicles on the Road.

However, we are yel 1o

reap the fruits of these

stringent regulations

which unfortunately is &

only applicable till the §

vehicle leaves an OEM

factory. Commercial

vehicles are covered for

Periodiec Fitness

Certifications but a drive

on any Road across the

country can rteveal the

poor condition of their

active safety components.

In this respect a umique

initiative by Drive Smart

Drive Safe- An NGO for

Road Safety needs

mention. They have

developed a vehicle check list that can be
used on hand held devices by drivers and
transporters before every trip and after
completion of every trip. The checklist
enables wvisual inspection allowing the
drivers and transporters to check multiple
parameters both outside and inside the
truck cabin. Poimts like tyre pressure,
conditions of lights, seatbelis, condition of
brakes, driver uniform, cleanliness etc can
be marked on the portal after which a
vehicle can be declared fit to be driven.
This ensures zero vielation and complete
adherence to policies thereby ensuring
safer fleet and in turn safer roads. All this
to make a difference to the Life condition
of Indian Commercial Drivers.

Even people who don't drive at times
make their drivers break rules while being
late for work or airport. Back seat driving
is as important factor as driving itself. Itis
the collective responsibility of all and not
just the person driving. Voluntary wearing
of rear scat belt should be inculcated as a
habit rather than a compulsion or st being
told.

Awareness and  Enforcement are two
major factors that can develop the safety
culture in the country. Despite concrete
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laws and penalties levied on breaking road
rules, the number of traffic accidents is
increasing every day in India Education
should go hand in hand with enforcement
as just enforcement with steep fines never
worked. People should be made aware of
the rules of the road and why it is important
for them rather than secing it as a subject of
just abiding by law. A diverse country like
ours needs a muliifaceted approach to
reduce road deaths and should be made a
part of everyday life in practice to follow
defensive driving .Drive Smart Drive
Safe- launched a nationwide campaign

“India against Road Crash” during the 315t
national Road Safety Week starting 11th of

January 2020, The objective of this
campaign was not only to induce
behavioural shift amongst masses but to
also encourage Corporate’s, Industry
Associations, NGOs, and Civic Bodies to
come together for this noble cause,

The weeklong campaign had the following
activities to it that were conducted
nationwide across 704 cities,

+ Taking road safety pledge on a 6 point
codeofconducts Road Safety
walkathon = Observing a minute long
silence for the victims of road accidents
* Formation of Human Chain
» Collective listening of Road Safety
Anthem + Promoting creation of Road
Safety Clubs

Apart from the on ground activities the
campaign gathered huge momenium
onling with thousands of pledges signed
digitally on the campaign website
www.iarc2020.0rg

The campaign gamered massive support
from all quarters with the BSF joining
hands to launch the campaign at Wagah
Border where 60000 people took the
pledge 1o be safe road users. With such
huge response the launch couldn't have
been better for this cause. With the

momentum  gained from this massive
launch the campaign went across different
cities like Delhi, Chandigarh, Mumbai,
Pune, Jaipur, Manesar to name a few
where major corporate came in large
numbers to pledge their participation for
the cause and be part of a yearlong
movement.
Corporates such as Mahindra, Wabco,
Brakes India conducted the campaign
across multiple locations of their
organisation where thousands of
employees took part actively. Industry
association like SIAM, ACMA, CII came
forward to lend their support across
various platform making it
truly a peoples movement
against the menace of road
crashes. The support from
enforcement agencies like
the police and traffic
police of various stales
only made it more
meaningful.
The idea of the entire
movement was to
encourage people to from
Road Safety clubs in their
own organisations,
societies, and institutions
and encourage others to
follow the rules of the
road. It was more like
citizens' initiative rather
than just blaming the
authorities for the various
causes of road erashes in India. There are
roughly 11 crore office goers in India
working with various organisations and if
we are able to imbibe the sense of Road
Safety in them through such campaigns
half the battle is won. That was the main
premis¢ of conceptualising the entire
campaign with the intention to carry on
throughout 2020 and not just restrict it to
the Road Safety Week.
Throughout the campaign an appeal has
been made to all participants to form clubs
carry it forward in whatever capacity they
are, wherever they are so that it take up the
form of a chain reaction where each one of
us are able to encourage at least 10 others
to follow Road Safety.

Since Enforcement on our Roads are
grossly madequate, Indians need to form
community of Self-Disciplined Road
Users and gradually grow their tribe to
reduce Road Accidents and
#DriveSafeClubs will be an excellent
Citizen's movement in this regard. Every
Fleet Owners can form these clubs with the
support of many Road Safety NGO'S
including www.clubd2s.com or DRIVE
SMART DRIVE SAFE.

Stay Safe. Stay Healthy.
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BS VI Standards

Getting Ready For BS VI Standards

The magnitude of the changes in store for
truck owners and operators in 2020 can
hardly be overstated. Vehicles meeting the
new Bharat Stage (BS) V1 emission
standards, in effect from April 1, 2020
onward, contain advanced after treatment
technologies that make them much cleaner
than even BS IV trucks, but also
significantly more complex. With lots of
new electronics onboard, education about
maintenance and operation is crucial to
ensure proper vehicle functioning and
minimize downtime.

First, what is different about the design of
BS VI trucks? For one, nearly all diesel
engine manufacturers will include both a
diesel particulate filter (DPF). which traps
soot in the exhaust, and a selective
catalytic reduction {SCR ) system as part of
the after treatment system. An ammonia
slip catalyst might also be added. These
technologies significantly reduce tailpipe
emissions of nitrogen oxides and
particulate matter that harm human health.
They are also quite expensive to replace.
The driver display console will also have
additional LEDs/incandescent bulbs,
buttons, and swiiches. The drivers may
need' cheat sheets' from the maintenance
crew that fully describe the meaning and
function of cach of these. The sheets
should be kept near the driver for ease of
reference, and drivers need 1o learn 1o
interpret on-board requests. The
malfunction indicator lights (MIL),
on-board diagnostics (OBD) indicators,
and other waming lamps can trigger
individually or in combination, and they
will produce either a constant light or a
flashing light. Each hight indicates a
specific condition, status, or malfunction,
and drivers need to be familiar with all of
the manufacturer’s guidance to be able 1o
respond appropriately,

Perhaps most importantly, if maintenance
requests are not completed on time and/or
are not appropriately fulfilled, BS VI
trucks are designed to lose power or
torque, and might even shut down while in
operation. The shutdown protects the
engine and after treatment system from
urecoverable failures and is part of
manufacturer strategy to induce drivers to
complete maintenance requests prompily
and fully.

For drivers, it is important understand that
DPFs perform soot oxidation through both
passive and active regeneration. Passive
regeneration happens without any
operator input, but active regeneration
requires operator assistance. Drivers need
training to learn all of the manufacturer-
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recommended preconditions for DPF
regeneration mode and in  particular,
drivers should familiarize themselves with
the symbol and color of the “DPF full™
warning light. This light indicates that the
DPF is full of soot and needs to be
regenerated, but the vehicle might not
automatically enter regeneration mode
because one or more of the necessary pre-
conditions is not met. Ignoring a request
for DPF regeneration for too long can
cause back pressure on the engine, and this
can lead to mmcreased fuel consumption,
loss of power, and, in extreme cases,
enging damage and permanent DPF
failure,

Significantly elevated tailpipe
temperatures in excess of 6000C are
expected during active DPF regeneration
events; these can happen up to three times
per day, and therefore an inhibit switch or
button is available to drivers. 1t is intended
for use only in cases of emergency, such as
when the truck goes into regeneration
mode at a location where the exhaust
temperature could threaten the safety of
people nearby. As mentioned above, to
protect the engine and after treatment
syvstem, BS VI trucks contain design
strategies that induce compliance by
cutting power to the engine and even
shutting the engine down, With respect to
regeneration, drivers could be forced by
the shutdown to perform a parked
regeneration, and this usually results in
vehicle downtime.

Regarding the SCR system, drivers and
maintenance staff need to be trained about
appropriate levels of aqueous urea
solution (AUS). also known as diesel
exhaust fluid (DEF)and always keep the
right amount of AUS in the tank. Lack of
AUS for injection can cause SCR
saturation and deterioration and shorten its
useful life. Again due to vehicle design,
failure to refill the AUS tank promptly can
cause power loss and possible vehicle
downtime. To prevent this, drivers should
know all AUS stations along their routes
and fill the tank upon seeing a warning
light. Always add the manufacturer-
recommended amount of AUS and never
add adulterated or contaminated (low-
grade) AUS, as this can lead 1o major
maintenance issues,

Finally, while the fuel at pumps should be
only BS VI fuel—i.e., diesel with no more
than 10 parts per million sulfur
content—from April 1, 2020 onward,
drivers should still make a conscious effort
to verify that it is the appropriate fuel
before putting it in the truck. Itis illegal to
adulterate fuel and using noncompliant
fuel, including mixing urea with diesel
fuel, is both detrimental to the vehicle and
will increase maintenance cosis.

With adequate training and by following
appropriate maintenance practices, BS VI
trucks are expected to reduce air pollution
from diesel trucks by 80%—95%. This is a
change we can all look forward to in the
coming years!
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Schematic (not to scale) of Euro VI and expected BS VI aftertreatment systems.
I the above figure T, Nh3, Nox and AP refer (o temperature, ammonia, nitrogen oxide
and differential pressure sensors, respectively. Picture Courtesy: Dieselnet
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Eicher Update

Eicher launches its innovative BS-VI solution- EUTECH6
Unveils the new generation of vehicles across 4.9T- 55T

« EUTECHS® offers unique mix of Euro VI base engine expertise, technological edge and uptime solutions
» Uptime Centre to reduce downtime to set an industry leading standard

Indore, March 3, 2020:
Leading commercial vehicle
manufacturer, VE Commercial
Vehicles Limited, (VECVY)
today unveiled its entire BS-VI
range of trucks and buses
across 4.9- 35T tagged with
Eicher's innovative BSVI
solution -EUTECH6. The new 37
platform combines VECV's
Eure V1 expertise with the
most reliable engine
technology& fuel-efficient
driveline. It also features
enhanced Uptime- a
proposition to ensure the mosi
efficient upgrade to BS-VIwith
24X7 Uptime support and
higher profitability for the
customer's business.

Leveraging the Euro V1 expertise of over 6
years, the newest range of Eicher vehicles
will feature an efficient and reliable EATS
(exhaust after-treatment system) and
engine technologytested for over 5.6
million kms. The BS-V1 trucks and buses
boast of higher fuel efficiency and duty-
cycle based SCR solutions for high
reliability and low maintenance.

The Uptime Centre at Pithampur will
offerServicesupport with a team of
diagnostic experts offering Remote

country, The team of expertsare equipped
o communicate in various languages
including English, Hindi, Marathi, Telugu,
Tamul, Kannada andMalayalam.

To cater to the need of strengthening the
ecosystem, the company has added new
competence development centresand
mobile training facilities taking the total to
I8 such training delivery points. In
addition,'Uptime Enablement' of all
waorkshops in the network is progressing
rapidly 1o ensure the availability &
adequacy of people, process &
infrastructure to work effectively and
deliver a superior

EUTECH®&

W1 base engines to Volvo Group

5,600,000 kms

maintenance

Euro VI expertise for 6 yvears
* VECV has been manufacturing and supplying Euro

« Ower 1,20,000 Euro V1 base engines manufactured

» First CV player to unveil BS-VIvehicle in June 2019
Efficient & reliable EATS + engine technology

*» Best Fluid Economy: Diesel and DEF consumption

» Reliable EATS + engine technology — tested for over

* Duty-cycle based SCR for high reliability & low

Enhanced UPTIME
*» 24x7 support by specialists at Eicher Uptime Centre
» GPS enabled service vans available on call
* Remote Diagnostics for quick repair of BSVI vehicles

Uptime to customers in
the BS-VIenvironment.
Speaking on the
occasion, Vinod
Agoarwal, MD &
CEQ, VE Commercial
Vehicles said,”In line
with our vision towards
modernising
commercial
transportation, Eicher's
new BS-VI offering
takes a lead in providing
the most comprehensive
& imnovative solution
for our customers. Our
efficient and reliable
BSVI engine
technology is backed by
over 6 vears of

Diagnostics, Predictive Diagnostics and
specialised field support to all BS-VI
Eicher vehicles. This is in addition to the
24x7 Eicher On-Road Service (EOS) to
provide highway assistance across the
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experience of supplying
EuroVlbase engines to the Volvo Group.
Coupled with this. our new Uptime
solution is aimed at ensuring a
differentiated aftersales experience for our

customers.”

He further added, “EUTECHG
solution will not only reduce
fuel cosisbut will significantly
| improve productivity for our
customers with new uptime
solutions. Our extensive
competence development
program for technicians in our
dealer network and for drivers
of our customerswill ensure
secamless transition to BS-VI
across India.”
Eicher had unveiled India's
first B5-V1 offering in June
2019 with introduction of new-
generation Pro2000 series. The
deliveries of BS-VI vehicles
have already started in select markets and
the entire new range of trucks and buses
will be available throughout the country
starting March 2020,
About Eicher Trucks & Buses
Eicher Trucks and Buses has the lineage of
over three decades of operations in India.
Adopting the most professional and
holistic approach to modernize the Indian
trucking industry, their brand philosophy,
"(io Pro”, promises to deliver best-in-class
fuel efficiency, higher loading capacity,
superior uptime and overall vehicle
lifetime profitability. Eicher Trucks and
Buses (ETB) is present in the LMD range
with a strong presence in the 4.9T-16T
truck segment and an ever-increasing
market share in 16T-55T heavy duty trucks
segment. Eicher Pro Series buses also have
a strong presence in the Light and Medium
segment along with market leadership in
the school bus segment.
About VE Commercial
Limited (VECV):
VE Commercial Vehicles Limited
(VECV) is a joint venture between the
Volvo Group and Eicher Motors Limited.
In operation since July 2008, the company
includes the complete range of Eicher
branded trucks and buses, exclusive
distribution of Volvo Trucks in India,
engine manufacturing and exports lor
Volve group, non-automotive engines and
Eicher component business. A multi-
brand, multi-division company, backed by
innovative products & services, VECV
today, is recognised as an industry leader
for modernizing commercial
transportation in India and developing
world.

Vehicles
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Women In Logistics

Women in
Logistics
Policymaking

. How many years
have you been in logistics
policymaking and how
do you find the journey
until now?

I have been working
closely with policymakers
in the logistics sector for
over 17 years. | have done
both policy-related
projects and productivity
improvements related
projects. At present, we are
working with the
government on
developing a robust risk
management system.
Earlier we have worked on
traceability for organic
produce and fair trade for
exports to key markets like
the European Union. 1
primarily focus on the use
of ICT in logistics. This is
one of the most exciting areas to work on in the fourth
industrial revolution.

2. How did you getinducted into logistics policy?

| started working on the logistics sector to provide inputs
to the Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce
and Industry on their services negotiations in the World
Trade Organization (WTO) and for bilateral and regional
trade agreements. As a part of this, | have been a member
of several Joint Study Groups and have provided inputs in
trade negotiations to the Government of India. More
recently, 1 have done projects under foreign governments'
capacity building initiative with the Indian government on
improving Customs processes and compliances in supply
chains of products like food products. My projects for

Dr. Arpita Mukherjee
ICRIER

industry associations like Express Industry Council of

India (EICT) and companies helped me to understand the
business perspectives. While my induction into this
industry has been through research and policymaking,
now | am working on the integration of logistics across
multiple value chains.

3. Logistics policymaking is a male dominated
industry. What has been the reaction of your male
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colleagues, clients and those reporting to you?

Although logistics sector is a male dominated sector and
many a times [ have been the single female presenter in
conferences/seminars. I have never felt bad about it. In
fact, my clients, colleagues and others have always treated
me with respect. | am told that | bring in practical and
alternate perspectives to make implementations more
effective.

4. Do you specialize in any section of the industry, e.g.,
Export/Import/ DGR, ete.?

[ specialize in policymaking and productivity
improvements.

5. What is so interesting about the logistics industry
that keeps you attracted to it?

The market for logistics in India is unsaturated and this is
one of the fastest growing industries. India has the
potential to become a South Asian logistics hub. Given
that this sector cuts across other sectors, it has
implications on sustainable and inclusive development
and trade growth. The cross-cutting nature of the industry,
technology development and continued need for
interaction with multiple stakeholders from farmers to
manufacturing to retailing, has fascinated me and I can
always find a new area of research in this sector.

6. How confident are you about future growth on
equal opportunity basis, vis-a-vis male colleagues in
your field?

| do think that more women should come into the logistics
sector. There is opportunity for them to work in areas like
ICT for logistics and green technologies. To encourage
more women in certain areas like truck driving, proper
amenities and safety measures have to be adopted.

7. How do you manage to balance the pressures of life
at home and at office on regular basis?

My husband has been supportive of my work, including
the long hours. We share housework and keep family
commitments for weekends. Our only daughter is
studying Masters in Computer Science in UCLA and after
she left home for engineering, | can devote more time to
research. I think that children need their mothers at their
early age of development and | have always tried to
schedule my work so that our child had her share of
attention and love.

8. What is your advice to youngsters, particularly
women, on the verge of starting their career in policy
making and research?

Research is a wonderful field for women as it helps them
to grow with dignity. Many women now are passionate
about social change, innovation, and technology. 1 would
encourage women to go for higher education and use their
knowledge to help in grass-roots transtormation through
policy research and implementation. There is a growing
opportunity for patents in fields such as logistics and we
need more good quality women researchers.
Vinod Kaul
Mobile: 9711875283 | e-mail: vdkaulf gmail.com
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MAHAVEERA TRANSPORT PVT. LTD.

FLEET OWNERS & TRANSPORTCONTRACTORS

REGD. OFFICE: C-1/14, 2ND FLOOR, PRASHANT VIHAR, ROHINI, NEW DELHI-110085
PH.NO. 011-27557771-2-3 FAX: 011-27557775
Email: info@mahaveeratransport.com Visit us at: www.mahaveeratransport.com

Approved by Indian Bank Association, IS0 9001-2008 Certified Co.

Dedicated Countrywide Services Since 1985

Committed to Achieve Customers Economical Responsible
Satisfaction Reliable, Fast, Safe

Honored With RASHTRIYA UDYOG AWARD BY SH. JAGDISH TITLAR

Honored With UDYOG RATTAN AWARD BY GOVERNOR OF KARNATKA MR. R.V. DESHPANDE

Rewarded A LIFE TIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FROM MARUTI SUZUKI INDIA LTD.

Honored With EFFICIENT TRANSPORT AWARD BY SH. Union Transport & Highway Minister Sh. Nitin Gadkari
Honored With BEST FLEET SUPPORT AWARD BY TRANSYSTEM LOGISTICS INTERNATIONAL PNT LTD.

North Zone South Zone West Zone

R.K.JAIN-Director-9811065955 S.K.JAIN-Director- 9342815898 SAMJAY JAIN-Director- 9821045349
Rajendra Singh-3r.Manager-9811848228 AK.JAIN-Director-9341217288 Pratik Jain- Business Specialist-

Specialist in- Automobiles, Container Services, 0DC, Clearing & Forwarding, & Warehousing




Statistics - Air Freight

TOTAL FREIGHT (INT'L+DOM.)

Freight (in MT.) Freight (in MT.)
S. [ Airmport For The Month For The Period April ToJan. | [ 8. [ Airport For The Month For The Period April To Jan.
no. Jan. | Jan. | % |2019-2012018-19] % no. Jan. | Jan. | % |2019-202018-19] %
2020 | 2020 | Chan Chan 2020 | 2020 |Ch Change
(A) 20 International Airports < = (D) 59 Domestic Airports =
1 |Chennai 27961 | 29541 -5.3 | 303068 | 345341 [ -12.2 | | 54 |Jabalpur 0 0 % 0 | -
2 |Kolkata 11577 11323 223133165 | 131978 | 0.9 | [35 [Dimapur ik i Ll L L
3 [Ahmedabad 8899 | 7550 17.9] 91798 | 85997 6.7 | |56 |Bhyj 0 p : 0 b =
4 |Goa S01|  327| 53.2] 4700 3842| 22.3 | |57 |Tuticonn 3 Z|__S0.0 ] 31419
5 |Guwahati 1006] 1994| -4.4| 18000| 19783 -9.0| |58 |Prayagraj 0 0 - 0 0 -
& |Cucknow 366 516] 164.7] 12968 3760] 135.01] [59 [Jorhat 0 2 z 0 34 =
7| Jaipur 1652| 1272 29.9] 15424 14986] 2.9 [60 [Juhu 30 30 00] 311 2387 84
& |Trivandrum 1783|1924 7.3 22153 | 19834 117 [6] [Kanpusichaken) 4 U = 19 0 =
9 |Bhubaneswar 40| 858 96| 8398| 7752 8.3 | [02 [Jaisalmer 0 U : 1] 0 =
10 _|Calicut 23521 1763|334 23860 13312] 79.2 | |63 |Guggal(kangra) 0 0 - 0 0 -
11_|Coimbatore 1073]  953| 12.6] 10593 10802 -1.9 |64 |Cuddapah 0 0 . 0 0 <
12 [Varanasi 3021 284 63| 3102] 2259] 37.3] |05 [Pondicherry 0 4 - ] ] =
13_|Srinagar 305] 574|469 6224| 6753| 7.8 |66 [Jamnagar 0 ] - 0 4 -
14_[Amritsar 991 101 -2.0] 1921 1368| 404 |67 |Belgaum 0 0 £ 0 0 2
15 |[Mangalore 614] 175 250.9] 3681 2836| 29.8 [0 [Bikaner 0 0 : 0 0 =
16_[Portblair 454|689 -34.1] 5584] 5007|115 | |02 [Porbandar 1] b - 0 1] -
17 |Trichy 694  608| 14.01| 6839 s5628] 21.5| | /9 [Khajuraho 0 0 = 0 0 -
I8 _[Imphal 681  S28] 29.0] 6736] 5196] 300 |/} [Bhavnagar 0 0 . 0 0 s
19 [Vijayawada 164 0 | 1872|382 390.1 | < {Randla u U > U v :
30 | Tirupati i 0 : 0 0 =l K& ﬁgﬂ::g]l'gr} 0 0 - 0 0 -
Total 63323| 60980  3.8[6B0106 | 688816] -1.3 | 7 Thiysore 5 5 - ; 5 -
(B) 7 JV International Airports 75 |Salem 0 0 - 0 0 -
21 |Delhi (DIAL) | $0021| 86340| -7.3| 820887| 871519] .58 | LIG ‘éﬁ“‘?’ . g 3] 1667 63 24| 162.5
T3 [Mumbai (MIALY 73297 | 76034 | -3.6| 734028] S04915] 8.7 ;E Bt g g - g '[: -
17 [Basgslor: 30531 29148[ 4.7 318986] 325010| -1.9 | (Loqetome 3 % - g 5 .
(BIAL) -
34 [Hyderabad | 12196 | T1429| 67| 122448 120217 19 50 E;'a H— - 9 :
5 (GHIAL) %2 |Kishangarh [1] [i] & 1] 1] &
35 [Cochin(CIAL) [ 4736 6107| 224 62364] 57767] 80 o5 tpakvon D o - 5 B -
26 |Nagpur (MIPL)| 866 748| 15.8| 8367 8048| 4.0 | Fefrodhmis i = - 5 - .
27 |Kannur (KIAL} 0 0 : 0 0 -| [$5 TRolhapur 2 3 ; . D .
Total 2001642 | 200806 3.9 20679802187476 -5.5 %6 Pmna&ﬂr I 0 x 0 0 =
(C) 10 Custom Airports 87 Bm:ﬂram 0 0 - ] 0 -
28 |Pune 3369 2877] 17.1] 31979 41266 -225 {shillong)
29 [Patma 943 899 49| 10637] 9599 10.8 | | B8 |rathankot 0 0 - 0 0 .
30 |Bagdogra 624|561 112| 6486] 5461|188 |89 h?ﬂ;‘;ﬂl;“’ 0 0 = 0 0 i
31 [Visakhapatnam| 366 307] 78| 4770 4270| 1L7] fsetSimia
37 [Chandigarh SES| 306 91| TRIZ| FI[ 7661 Mot Tempur u u - o g -
33 |Madurai 285| 317] -10.1] 2755| 4241|350 o7 faimon a P - . : -
34 [Surat 159 SI| 21L8] 1067| 830| 28.6] o3 P&f{‘m a : - g {: -
35 [Aurangabad 105|  132] -20.5] 661 1780] 629 {57 m—mﬁu 5 - - =
euda 9 1] - 51 1] -
S0 {cays g y z g ] —{ [5 [Hindon 0 0 i 0 0 -
37 |Indore 982|  896| 06| 9276] 10025 15| |0 .
Total 7418 6436 153 75443 81895 _ .7.9] | 26 [Kalaburgi 0 0 0 0 -
(D) 59 Domestic Airports (D) 59 Domestic Airporis| ~ 3240|  2247|  44.2] 24450] 22929] 66
38 [Ranchi 5571 347] 605 5096] 4476] 139 | | (E) 10 St.Govt. / Pvt Airports
39 |Raipur S83|  462| 26| 5339 4111 299 (97 TShind: 0 0 - 0 0 -
40 [Agartala 1038 AT 1574 4281 4315 57 [og Haizwal) EF] A7 319 T8] 3491 -15.1
41 [Udaipur ) 0 - 5 2] 1500 oo Nanded ] ] z 0] (] T
47 [Tammu 03] 1561 3531 TI8ST Te67] -IRY| Mn0|Vijayanagar ] 0 - 0 ] N
43 |Dehradun 16 26 =385 148 186 -20.4 0T Tu pur ] 0 = i 1] =
44 | Vadodara BRI 217 75.1 3042 2502 21.6 107 [Nasiki Ml ozan) ] T3 = 7 %1 T
45 |Leh [EF] 220 -37.3 160 1373 224 i3 (Mandra 1] ] - 0 ] -
4T [Todhpur 0 0 . ' 6] 833 IT03[Pithoragarh 0 0 - 0 0 :
pal gal"‘“"‘““d’? - ] Z L= | [E)103tGovt /Pikipors| 32| 61| 47.5| 388] 630 -38.4
ilchar 59 T I I O 1 Y !
51 | Dibrugarh 63 sE[ 86T 766|717 63 (F) ﬂmmm 0 0 - 0 0 -
37 [Rajkot 3 3] 66.7 ) J06| -850 | | Grand
33 Gc;'mkhmlr 0 0 : 0 0 71 | (A+B+C+D+E+F) | 275655 [ 279530 |  -1.4|2848367[2981746 |  -4.5
Source: AALL

B April 2020/Vol.-12/1ssue-04




=
=T
7
=
L
&
.-lr_
et
i
L
2]
=
o
=]
N

V] :oamog

80 gl |zl lzol 9¢°z el- |oss- levTl|Llse £10 | 80¢ dead snoaaad woy voneLes, o
80 660669 | 96FFL | L86 [ 1sPskl | 80ssS | 089501 | 9869 [LST8 |L890F | £LP6T | 19£TET |610T THYIW-TINAY UL
TTEPOL | £€60L | 8866 |FE69Fl | 15695 | 01vT6 | T099 |s0fe |966ts | TIS6T | 661LET [0TOT "HYW-TIHdY JUL SLHOd TV
K orsil | £9g61 | 4T |eset 218 65€91  |[0f  [s1zF |6kl [L86 | 80£6S  [610T "dVIN-TTHdY ddL
H6rZC1 | 6S061 | 9t |6l0L 66 tr691 |99 |89k |0SL 6866 | 01159 [0Z0T "MYIW-TIEdY J4.1 TVAVANAEA
6lE" 90i0L [ezol | €E1S [v1IZ9 |- - - - - 9.2 [ 108F 6107 "MVIW-TIEdV Ul
6Fr89 | 8ol | 1505 |0F609 |- - - - - BIST | €48f  |0TOT “HVIN-TIEAY JUL WANT
810 #8509 [foe9 | LT [elt 10T | sser 801 [Zee |99eL 9E61 | B6ZLE |6107 "MVYIW-TIAdY J41
96909 | L+99 | LT |06 6957 |69% 16 |fze |stoL FE6I | £TIRE  |0OTOT “HVYW-TIHdY J4L IVEIINNIN
6 EROL1 | ILRE | L€ |L9F 9909 | 0891 - 207|181 05 Y (6107 HYIN-ITEdY 440
6lo91  |99sc |2e  [Li 6L | 0ssl - s |oiLl 591 259 0207 “HVIN-TIEAY 43U OVONWAOW
6L 05Tk | 906 | TEl |0Tel £1sl 905 091 |59¢ | vToF 11T | sv85T  |610T "HVIN-TIIY i1
sri6t | 8TTl | €51 |LLTT 88 65Tt €21 |81 | 686t SSTT | TI9TT |0TOT “HYW-TIMdY J4L FHOTVONVIN AN
e TTOCE | DOTI | S65 |SHIR = i 81z |51 |- a1s SI6IT  |610T dVW-11ddY JdL
REOPE | P6EL | 079 | 8798 - - vl |z |- 145 6EZET  [0Z0T “HYIN-TIEAY A4 NIHI0D
S0's Thepe  |OpSE | ecL |9sebl | 1bOF | L6SR 06r  |s6T |sIT viol [ pes  [610T "UVIN-TIEAV 441
9L09€ | €995 | v08  |9gp91 | TRO9 | O61L 665|967 |- €971 | LTS |0TOT “HYW-TIMAY J4L | aVNVHVEWVAIHD OA
08'11- Tioes  |ocso | oz9n [eezie |- ; stt (9 |- €91 | L6TED  [610T "HVIN-TIEdV Hd.L
659t | szos | 861 [1er |- » 181 |- = OIFl | €2PEL |0ZOT “HYW-TIHdY J41 IVNNAHD
L6'L- Levke  [osve | is |11l LLOT 6T |- o |- 811 Shiv 6107 “HVIW-TIIdY JdL
LPLIE | s€9E | 181 |pTsST £56 figel |- o |- 6Fl FLOS  |0TOT “MVIN-TIEY JdL | (THONNIAVIVEVINY
9g'11 10£59 |88 [0St |esel 0s19  [oosol  [sse [sTiT |THeol re6l | TZE91 6107 "MVIW-TREdY 441
TTLTL | LT6L | HOS | 6t9R OL9L | 6001|668 | 650T |98ErI 8TIT | S1681 00T “HVW-TIEdY J4L WYNIVIVHEVSIA
cl'E CLTAON1 | EFEL £l Fol FILTT BitCE 08Ey |66 90Tl ol L1188 [610T "HVIN-TIEdY 4L
6ROC1 GCHY Zl s LEITI FOOLT CLDF | FREF | FL6CT LEQI DEELE  [0T0T “HVIN-TIEdY 441 dICIWHYd
SE0 €9L£9 | LISIN | 0€8 |FLOEI  |8LvOT | OFST 065 |s8E |wir 98€s | 6156 [6I0T "AVIN-TINAV 441
£86£9 | T80l | #¥8 |1zRT1 | iEeln | olgz 8LE  |rR8 |6L1E £6pS | S1E01  |0Z0T THVIW-TIEAY AUl VIV TOM TTVLOL
5TE TITSF |ELLL | 8Ll [OFIE LEILT | 1£ST 59t |SEC |L9F ST8F | GELR 6107 THYW-IIMAY 44l R ——
0899t | S19L | 691 |FEos £ECEl | 68ET e |LEl | ipig ELF | 1ses |0T0T MYIN-TREDY JUL G ;
- ST [ FRLE [ 259 [PE66 Tl ¢z oSt |¢ 195 08L  [610C "UVIN-TINdY AL T
€OEL1 | L9TE | si9 |isie 981 1 9 LhL |z 104 FO5  |0ZOT “HVIN-TIMAY JdL
VIVAIOM
(N1
IO 0d'1
61-8107 o) » | wengy siMRd “puagg
LSNIVOY 2SI | SAL | 28eunol | Supjo)) | (Puuayl | MVH NI4 | Pup  |[spimbry fapna)) aordad
UVA % | TVLOL |20 | siaurguo) ®0 sRAMIA] |uguoll| PO | TOod DI44VHL 1HMOd
(SANNOL 000, NI) AALLVINAL ()

(610Z.HDUVIN OL TIIdV SIA-V-SIA 070 HOYVIN OL TIIdV ONIRNAD)
SLYOd HOrviN LV dA'TANVH DI44VH L
LHOIAHA NVHOO

April 2020/Vol.-12/Issue-04 W



Corporate Profile

Bureaucratic Profile

Sivasailam is an officer

of the 1985 batch of the

Indian Admaimstrative

Service in the

Kamataka Cadre. He
graduated in
Mechanical
Engineering from

Delhi College of
Engineering,

University of Delhi.

This was followed with

a Master's in Business
Administration at the
Faculty o f

Management Studies,

i University of Delhi,
. Master's in Social
Mr. N. Sivasailam Policy & Planning
Special Secretary, Department of Logisties, from the London

Ministry of Commerce and Industry School of Economics
and Post Graduate

Diploma in Intellectual Property Rights Law (IPRL) from the
National Law School of India University, Bengaluru. Prior 1o
this assignment, he served as Special Secretary in the
Department of Telecom, Government of India. He has served in
the Departments of Health & Family Welfare and Medical
Education; Forest, Ecology & Environment Departments of the
Govt. of Karnataka as Principal Secretary.
He has served Bengaluru Metro Rail Corporation Lid, the
Kamataka State Beverages Corporation Limited and Rajiv
Crandhi Rural Housing Corporation Ltd., all organizations in the
State of Karmnataka as Managing Director, in carlier stints in the
Cadre, besides serving an assignment as Secretary in the Rural
Development & Panchayat Raj Department of the State
Government,
He has been a Member of National Award Winning Teams in
Panchayat Raj Administration and E-governance applications,
He has made a significant contribution in the National Digital
Communications Policy and several policy initiatives of the
Department of Telecom.

Questionnaire
1. The Department of Logistics (DoL) has been welcomed
by the Industry. How important a role do you expect it to
play in developing new and improved business models in this
sector?
Presently, DoL is not yet a Department, but still a division. The
subject of logistics is handled under an Independent division in
Department of Commerce.
Logistics is not handled in separate Department of Government
of India.
It is understood that a recommendation of the PMEAC (PM
Economic Advisory Council), to constitute an independent
Department of Logistics in the Commerce Ministry 15 yet to be
decided by the Government.
Logistics precedes trade. Trade depended on affordable access.
Business models in Logistics have to facilitate affordable
access. Business models for market penetration will depend on
innovative affordable access models.
2. How can technology help in the growth of the Indian
logistics industry?
L. T., material handling, etc., are crucial technological inputs.

B April 2020/Vol.-12/1ssue-04

3. How much reduction do you expect in logistics costs,
owning to this new initiative?
Logistics costs in India, suffer from huge rent seeking behavior
and attitudes,
Regulation in this regard is weak, as services are not available in
acompetitive mode.
Institutional understanding of their role is diffused. Fore.g., Port
trusts, actually trusts of users, function as real estate developers
and make common cause with service providers, Therefore, they
have no incentive to improve logistics costs,
4. Your meticulous analysis on anomalies in pricing and
services is amazing, revealing patent imbalances. Can these
not be regulated with deterrent penalties?
Thank you for the kind words about me personally. However,
they are not violating any specific law and hence, issues of
penalties do not arise,
5. In road transportation too, we have the case of start - ups
misusing capital funding to subsidize shortfalls in
operational values, by undercutting the competition, which
small and medium level transporters cannot match. Is there
any response to the standing demand to fix basic costing for
routes in our country, to ensure that unhealthy price wars
arecurtailed?
Mr. Sivasailam says that we should file a proper representation,
with factual details, offered by certain playvers are being
subsidized over long periods.
6. At the other end of the spectrum, we have the case of
predatory pricing with artificially created monopolies. Is
this not a bad precedent on profiteering with the govt.
agencies standing as mute spectators?
It is prevalent in all aspects of logistics trade, since all major
logistics services, like shipping, rail, road transportation, Inland
waterway and coastal shipping all constitute natural
monopolies.
The minimum vessel handling charges in India are five times
those of comparable International ports like Colombao, Jebel Al
Singapore, Hong Kong, etc.
7. What is your outlook on the Indian logistics industry in
the coming vear?
Very upbeat. In a 3 5 Trillion economy, the contribution of
logistics sector, would be around $ 400 Billion. Presently, the
logistics sector is worth 5160 billion and plagued with huge
inefficiencies, technologically and structurally. Therefore huge
efficiency improvements and growth in this sector can be
expectedoverthe journey to $3 Trillion economy.
If the Logistics sector does not match-up, the $35 Trillion dreams
may be delayed to that extent.
The transportation Industry must establish a series of hubs,
which should be managed by the owning transporier/ one of the
members. It has to be a chargeable service for the members,
Other partner institution can be petrol station, warchouses and
co-managed spaces, vards, ete, which would ensure that
situations like roadside parking, unattended vehicles, ete.,
should be a thing of the past.
Common Association portal for booking is looking for booking
by all, even foreign MNC operations, from the origin of
booking.
The basie purpose of Logistics is affordable access.
Vinod Kaul
Muobile: 9711875283 | e-mail: v4kaulf@gmail.com

X




Qﬁ

APNL

AGARWAL PACKERS AND MOVERS LTD.

Dear CEO's & Logistic Heads

CAN YOU MOVE YOUR LTL (LESS THAN TRUCK LOAD)
WITH ZERO TRANSSHIPMENT ?

WE CAN
APML model offers solution with it's unique concept of

“TRUCKING CUBE"

Exclusive cube even for part shipment with your own Lock and Key

Hon'ble Minister of Road Transport
& Highways Shri Nitin Gadkari Ji
launched the mobile app

“APML Suvidha" which has now
attained a distinguished position

APML Svvidha

Moving App

Available on: ) ..'

World Book of Records (UK) Holder .1 09 300 300 300
Limca Book of Records Holder € | www.agarwalpackers £
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TOMORROW

A Joint Yenture of TC

Surfaco Express Distribution End to End solutions for all Coastal shipping - container Mubtimedal Integrated Codd

Transport Soluthans Specialist Logistics and Supply chain needs  and bulk cargo movement Logistics Solutions Chain Services

< ; TCIEXSRESS = Sapale Che T TC/ICONCOR - ¢
TCT Frejght * TCT TC/ Seaways  L&ILUNLUR 5 ey cow cuam

L 2V i # i T TCI 5557 T FC/ Foundation *ﬂl

& joint ventsne between TC) and Mitsoi & Co

Our Real Estate arm, leads the AHilated to NSDC and LSC, TIOL offers Our sacial amm, committed to senve the g o,
development of our medermn training peograms for different entry-level nation with a motto of equality and L. 11 w_fm:h b 8 leiglytics ptaber fot
Warehouses and Logistics Parks employees in the logistics sector Better life for all citizens Tojmtx Kirtaskas Matars Ltd. & other
: 3 ; lapanese companies in India.
Group Turnowver Employee | Vehicles/day Cargu Ships Warehouse ) Owin Branch
Strength ! Managed on Road Coastal Water ] Covered Area ! Metwork
1 | = 1 Sloo|a
i E————— i I i f}_'l'_l' o
G000+ 1 2000 & 12 {million sq. F) 1400+

Transport Corporation of India Limited
Corporate Office: TC House, 69 Institutional Area, Sectar - 32, Gurugram - 122001
E-mall: corporate@tel.com Web: www.tcil.com | CIN : LAD109TG1995PLO019116 mdion IV MEBDOE
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